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MOTHER OF JOEL REVEALS CHARITY FUN RUN IS SET TO RETURN 



Joel Richards 


A FUNDRAISING fun run organised in 
aid of three Black Country terror vic¬ 
tims is returning for a second time later 
this year. 

The inaugural Run for Joel in Sep¬ 
tember last year was supported by 
thousands of people and raised a total 
of £27,000. 

The event, which took place at 
Sandwell Valley Country Park was held 
in memory of Tunisia terror attack 
victim Joel Richards, his uncle Adrian 
Evans and grandfather Patrick Evans. 

It was organised by the Smile for 
Joel charity, which was set up by Jo¬ 
el’s mother Suzy and her surviving 
son Owen. Now after the success of the 


event, Ms Richards has confirmed it is 
coming back. 

She said: “It is happening again, on 
September 10.1 want people to put that 
date in their diaries so they can book a 
place when the website is ready. 

“That will be up and running in the 
next couple of weeks. 

“Hopefully it will be bigger and better 
than last year. 

“We had thousands of people down 
at Sandwell Valley last year and I want 
everyone to be on board again - as they 
know what the event means.” 

Football referee Joel, 19, was mur¬ 
dered in Tunisia along with his grandfa¬ 
ther Patrick Evans, 78, and 49-year-old 


uncle Adrian Evans in Sousse in June 
2015. 

A new website to book for the 3km 
and 5km runs at this year’s event will 
be opened in due course. 

The event will take place on Sunday, 
September 10. 

Run for Joel was named as the winner 
of the Black Country Community Event 
of the Year. 

Smile for Joel was set up to support 
others who have lost family members 
in a similarly harrowing manner to Ms 
Richards and her family. 

Meanwhile the finishing touches are 
being put to the plans for the Smile for 
Joel football match which takes place on 


May 13. Among the stars which have re¬ 
cently signed up to play are EastEnders 
actor Jake Wood, Soccer AM presenter 
Tubes and former England footballer 
Wayne Bridge. 

The match is being held at the 
Banks’s Stadium between the Smiling 
Saddlers and Compton Wolves and will 
also be raising money for Compton Hos¬ 
pice in Wolverhampton. 

Tickets cost £10 for adults and £5 for 
juniors and are available to buy from 
the Banks’s Stadium ticket office on 
01922 651416. For more details about 
the charity, visit the Facebook page 
at facebook.com/smileforjoel or email 
smileforjoe@aol.com 


Eyesore site to be turned into housing development 


FIRE-HIT COLLEGE 
SOLD OFF AT LAST 


THE long-awaited renovation of the ar¬ 
son-plagued former Sandwell College campus 
looks finally set to go ahead after the site was 
sold to a developer. 

The derelict campus on Crocketts Lane, Smethwick, has 


been routinely targeted by ar 
in a run-down state and lead¬ 
ing to fears it is unsafe. 

Planning permission to convert 
the buildings into almost 180 homes 
was granted last year and developers 
have now been brought on board to 
make the scheme a reality. 

The eyesore college site, which fea¬ 
tures three grade II listed building, 
has ran into a poor state of repair fol¬ 
lowing a succession of fires in recent 
months. 

But estate agents Bond Wolfe con¬ 
firmed a sale of the college buildings 
had been completed - paving the way 
for work to start. 

The campus would be converted to 
create 93 homes, while a former jun¬ 
ior school, which forms part of the 
site, would be partially bulldozed to 
allow 85 homes to be built. 

The major revamp of the campus 
will continue the regeneration of the 
area. Plans for more housing on the 
car park formerly used for the col¬ 
lege have also been given the green 
light. 

The old campus features 11 build¬ 
ings in total, stretching back towards 
Victoria Park. 

Smethwick councillor Roger Hor¬ 
ton welcomed the news work would 
soon be starting. 


onists and vandals, leaving it 

By Richard Guttridge 


He said: “I am looking forward to 
seeing it re-developed. We were call¬ 
ing for fencing to be put up because 
in that building, wherever you put 
your foot there’s a chance you could 
fall through the floorboards. 

“There has been people going in 
there and doing all sorts of things. 
This will be welcomed by residents, 
ward councillors and everybody.” 

The Smethwick campus of 
Sandwell college closed when col¬ 
lege courses were centralised by the 
opening of a £77m campus in West 
Bromwich in 2012. 

In November, 30 firefighters were 
called to tackle the fifth fire at the 
college in just 15 months. 

On that occasion, firefighters were 
not sent into the building until the 
smoke had cleared as it was believed 
to be structurally unstable. 

The roof of the main building had 
been destroyed by another fire two 
months earlier. 

Firefighters warned that each 
blaze was making the structure 
weaker and weaker. 



The remains of the former Sandwell College building which has been ravaged by fire and vandalism 


RETAIL 

Shock as shoe shop 
shuts after decades 

A SHOE shop which has been at the centre 
of a community for more than 40 years has 
closed due to financial difficulties. 

Blunts has been a staple store for the 
past four decades, but its manager has 
confirmed that it shut last week due to 
overheads and lack of footfall, with the loss 
of all but one of its staff. 

Staff at the shop on Bearwood Road 
in Smethwick gathered last Wednesday 
to pack up the remaining stock, leaving 
empty shelves behind. Among them and 
expressing her devastation at the closure, 
was manager Virginia Bourne. 

She said: “Some of the staff have been 
here for 20 years, and have always given 
a really good service. It is heart-breaking.” 

DERELICT 

Decision due on 
apartments plan 

PROPOSALS to build nearly 50 apart¬ 
ments on a vandal-hit former car park 
in Tipton are set to be confirmed by 
planners this week. 

The residential blocks would contain 
four one-bedroom studios, 12 one-bed- 
room flats and 32 two-bedroom flats. 

A site visit was carried out in recent 
weeks with a decision set to be made 
at a council meeting. The former mar¬ 
ket traders car park in Great Bridge has 
stood derelict for nearly 10 years. Since 
then it has been blighted by fly-tipping. 

MOTORISTS 

Roadworks coming 
to two main routes 

DRIVERS are warned to expect delays as 
roadworks will be taking place on two main 
roads in the borough next month. 

Newbury Lane in Oldbury will have tem¬ 
porary traffic signals from April 10 for four 
days. 

The signals will be in place from 9.30am 
until 3.30pm each day whilst Callan Con¬ 
nect conduct work on behalf of BT Open- 
reach. 

Hagley Road West in Oldbury will also 
have temporary traffic signals in place from 
8am until 6pm on April 2. 

Amey will be conducting work on the 
road. 
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We need you to help with the hole truth 


DRIVERS are increasingly facing 
a new menace on our roads that is 
causing tens of thousands of pounds’ 
damage to cars and poses a danger to 
road users - potholes. 

Roads across the region are crum¬ 
bling with a backlog in road mainte¬ 
nance, more traffic on the roads and 
the weather blamed for the pothole 
epidemic we are now facing. 

Despite Government funding to 
help councils tackle the problem, 
potholes are popping up everywhere 
with experts estimating it will take 
nine years to clear the backlog of 
maintenance needed on our roads. 


‘TOP OF m 
JHE POTS 

Drowning in a deluge of complaints 
about potholes, councils say they 
have to prioritise main roads and 
those where the damage poses the 
greatest risk to the public. As the 
councils target the roads they believe 
should benefit from the Government 


funding, we want you to help us high¬ 
light the worst potholes you know. 

Which road feels more like an 
off-road track as you bounce along? 
Where are the deep potholes that 
risk puncturing tyres or damaging 
your car’s suspension? Are there any 
roads you avoid now because they are 
so badly damaged? 

The Chronicle wants to identify 
the top 10 pothole black spots across 
Staffordshire and the Black Country 
to hag up to our councils. We want 
our readers, the people who have to 
drive on these pothole-ridden routes 
every day, to have their say on which 


roads need to be prioritised. To help 
us highlight the ‘top ten’ of the worst 
potholes, can you drop us a line tell¬ 
ing us exactly where the pothole 
is and if possible attach a picture. 
Don’t worry if it is just a snapshot, 
we just need an idea of the damage 
to the road. 

Please email details of the road 
which is damaged, a picture if pos¬ 
sible, your name and any comments 
you would like to make to Sue.Attwa- 
ter@expressandstar.co.uk 

Alternatively, drop us a line at Ed¬ 
itorial, The Chronicles, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


Driving us potty! As 
councils count costs 


COUNCILS across the region are 
spending hundreds of thousands 
of pounds in compensation to 
drivers because of the shocking 
state of the roads, figures have 
revealed. 

Staffordshire County Council has had to 
pay out more than £270,000 in compensa¬ 
tion to drivers in the last four years. 

Between 2012/13 and 2015/16 a total of 
3,715 claims were made against the author¬ 
ity - with some still not resolved after four 
years. During the period the authority, re¬ 
sponsible for highways maintenance, paid 
out £273,265 to motorists who had suffered 
accidents due to the poorly treated roads. 

Walsall Council paid out £4,282 in com¬ 
pensation over 43 claims in 2015/16 and 
£9,366 for 71 claims the year before that. 
While in 2013/14 there was £15,022 paid 
for 143 claims and £29,642 the year before 
for 201 claims. 

In Sandwell, there were 23 successful 
claims made by drivers in 2014/15, com¬ 
pared to 36 in 2013/14, 88 in 2012/13 and 
72 in 2011/12. The amount paid out by 
the council in those years was £48,217 in 
2014/15, £98,462 the year before, £351,669 
and £563,921 in 2011/12. 

Disgrace 

Meanwhile Dudley Council has revealed 
that it paid out more than £22,000 in com¬ 
pensation over damage caused by potholes 
during a two-year period. Some 270 claims 
were lodged by drivers against the coun¬ 
cil between 2014 and 2016 over damage 
caused by crumbling roads. 

Staffordshire County Councillor Gordon 
Alcott said: “To me it is a disgrace that the 
council has had to spend this much public 
money on paying out for damaged caused 
by potholes. 

“They know there is a huge problem but 
they don’t seem to be bothered about fixing 
it or improving the situation. 

“Some of the roads in Staffordshire are 
abysmal. I know already that cyclists, HGV 
drivers and motorcyclists are having to 
swerve out of the way of some potholes and 
I just worry that it is a matter of time until 
someone is seriously injured.” 

Recently the Chronicle revealed that 38 
reports about potholes on just one rounda¬ 
bout were made to the county council, the 
Five Ways island in Heath Hayes. 



The island at Five Ways, Heath Hayes near Cannock, for which there were complaints about 38 potholes 


Long road ahead to deal with backlog 


SOME £1.25 billion is needed to get 
roads in the West Midlands back 
into reasonable condition with one 
in six needing to be repaired or 
even facing closure within the next 
five years, a damning report has 
revealed. 

An ageing network, decades of 
underfunding, increased traffic and 
wetter winters has led to around 17 
per cent of all local roads reported 
as being in poor structural condi¬ 
tion, with less than five years of life 
remaining, according to the Annual 
Local Authority Road Maintenance 
(ALARM) survey. 

The number of potholes filled on 
the crumbling road network over 


the last year has dropped again 
for the second successive year, but 
is still high at 1.7 million - which 
works out as one every 19 seconds. 

The ALARM survey, produced 
by the Asphalt Industry Alliance 
(AIA), is now in its 22nd year and is 
seen by many as the most author¬ 
itative and comprehensive study 
into local road maintenance fund¬ 
ing and condition. 

It reports that nationwide local 
authorities need over £12 billion to 
bring the network up to scratch - 
a figure that has remained largely 
unchanged for four years - and 
the gap between the amount they 
received this year and the amount 


they say they need to keep the car¬ 
riageway in reasonable order is al¬ 
most £730 million. 

And it will take nine years to 
clear the backlog of carriage main¬ 
tenance in the region, according to 
the report. It costs an average of 
£69 per pothole. 

Alan Mackenzie, chairman of the 
AIA, said: “Potholes are a symp¬ 
tom of poorly maintained roads 
but spending money fixing them 
in isolation, although essential, is 
wasteful. The most efficient way 
to deal with our crumbling roads is 
to fix them properly and stop pot¬ 
holes forming in the first place. “It 
is time we had a rethink.” 


Parents hit 
by fines for 
failing over 
attendance 

THE number of fines handed out to par¬ 
ents for failing to get their child to regu¬ 
larly attend school more than doubled in 
some areas of the West Midlands. 

In Staffordshire fines issued rose from 
808 in 2014/15 to 1,643 in 2015/16 - 
when 132 parents were prosecuted. In 
Dudley the number of fines increased 
from 370 to 844, with 172 prosecuted, 
and in Sandwell they almost doubled 
from 113 to 216, with four prosecuted. 

In Walsall the number of fines went 
up from 1,517 to 1,770, but no-one was 
prosecuted last year. 

The only exception to this trend was 
Wolverhampton where fines fell from 
698 to 645 with 42 prosecuted. 

The issue of fines to parents for pupil’s 
non-attendance hit the news last year 
when a father in the Isle of Wight was 
fined £120 after he took his daughter out 
of school for a holiday in term time. 

The High Court decided his punish¬ 
ment was unlawful, leading Stafford¬ 
shire Council to suspend the practice of 
fining parents for going away with their 
children during term time. 

Councillor Claire Darke, the City of 
Wolverhampton Council’s Cabinet Mem¬ 
ber for Education, said: “We want the 
best possible education for children and 
young people in Wolverhampton, and for 
this to happen, they need to be attending 
school. 

“By permitting their children to be 
off school in anything other than excep¬ 
tional circumstances, parents are not 
only undermining the work of the school 
but also compromising their child’s 
learning and development. It is there¬ 
fore pleasing to see that more parents 
are getting the message that their chil¬ 
dren need to be in school at all times.” 

Cannabis plants 
go up in flames 

POLICE attended a house fire caused by 
a cannabis farm worth £300,000. 

It is estimated that around 300 plants 
were in the property on Gospel Oak 
Road in Tipton, next to Ocker Hill Pri¬ 
mary School. The fire service was called 
to the property following a 999 call at 
5.21am last Wednesday morning. 

West Midlands Police was then called 
to the scene at 5.25am. 

A spokesperson for West Midlands 
Fire Service said: “The fire was put out 
by just after 6am.” The road had to be 
closed for a short time. 

Nearby resident Susan Bigley, 56, 
said: “It’s worrying that this sort of 
thing has happened.” 

Genealogy author 
in talk at institute 

AN author is in a talk at the Birming¬ 
ham and Midland Institute. Dr Colin 
Chapman will speak at the Birmingham 
and Midland Society for Genealogy and 
Heraldry meeting on April 5. For details, 
call Jackie Cotterill on 01562 743912. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 


CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 
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Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


•fi Telephone 0121 559 9985 B tobook 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


REPLACING YOUR WINDOWS & DOORS 
WILL NOT COST THE EARTH... 

Direct manufacturers of quality ,- 

UPVC Windows, Doors & Patios 


5 WINDOWS FOR £775 

FULLY GLAZED 



2ft x 5ft 3ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 4ft x 5ft 3ft x 6ft 
£98 £121 £141 £174 £141 



Choice 
of any 10 
different 
style doors 
from only 
£250 



ID VANCE WINDOW 

systems Ltd 


Tel/Fax: 0121 565 0033 / 07752 921 699 A Rated Windows 

Unit 12A Pope Street, Smethwick B66 2JP 

































































Voluntary 
group told 
to pay £7k 
in hall rent 

AN award-winning voluntary group 
has been ordered to pay back £7,000 
after it was reported to have used 
Wednesbury Town Hall rent-free but 
charged people entry to some events. 

Wednesbury Celebrates is now hav¬ 
ing to reimburse Sandwell Council 
after an audit committee claimed the 
group had broken the rules. 

The focus of the investigation has 
been the involvement of Councillors 
Ian and Olwen Jones with the group. 
The two are alleged to have suggested 
funding bids for Wednesbury Cele¬ 
brates that could have led to ‘finan¬ 
cial advantage being gained by a close 
family member and their partner.’ 

Informal 

Although the council said it has no 
powers to investigate that allegation. 
The couple ‘totally refute’ the claims, 
calling it ‘a political witch-hunt.’ 

Peter Farrow, head of audit, de¬ 
scribed the system of booking the 
town hall - £51-an-hour - as ‘very 
informal’, adding that the casual, un¬ 
official way the council had conducted 
dealings with Wednesbury Celebrates 
had tarnished the authority’s good 
name. 

Darren Carter, Sandwell’s director 
of resources, told the audit commit¬ 
tee, charging entrance fees to events 
was against council policy, as was 
using council premises as a business 
address. 

Councillor Ian Jones said people 
were not charged an entrance fee for 
the events but invited to make dona¬ 
tions. 

£5,000 to help 
young find work 

A CHARITY has received £5,000 of 
matched funding from Santander’s 
new Changemaker Fund for its new 
social enterprise project Evolve. 

Aquarius, a Birmingham-based 
charity, received the money to help 
young people who have experienced 
substance misuse, mental health 
problems or homelessness. 

The fund, launched as part of a col¬ 
laboration between Santander and a 
crowdfunding platform, is designed to 
help social enterprises, small charities 
and community groups deliver pro¬ 
jects that improve communities and 
help disadvantaged people. 

Evolve will create 20 opportunities 
each year for young people to receive 
paid work whilst working towards an 
apprenticeship in hospitality. 

90 pc of flights on 
time for Ryanair 

BUDGET airline Ryanair, which op¬ 
erates from Birmingham Airport, said 
90 per cent of its more than 46,000 
flights landed on time last month. 

It compared to 91 per cent in Feb¬ 
ruary 2016. 


Academy joy over 'gold' careers boost 



Debbie Laird, with her award 


STUDENTS and staff at a Tividale 
academy are celebrating after becom¬ 
ing the first school in the country to 
be credited as a ‘gold’ standard insti¬ 
tution, recognising their excellence in 
careers provision. 

Ormiston Sandwell Community 
Academy (OSCA) are celebrating 
after achieving the highest standard 
in the quality in careers standard 
award programme, credited by Pros¬ 
pects. 

It is awarded to schools and educa¬ 
tion providers who demonstrate the 
importance placed on careers, and 


the vital support given to students 
to help decide about their next steps 
after leaving school. 

This latest achievement follows 
the academy securing The Investors 
in People Silver Award and the Basic 
Skills Quality Mark. 

The announcement also follows the 
success of Debbie Laird, the acade¬ 
my’s lead for careers education, who 
has recently been nationally recog¬ 
nised for her commitment, as the 
winner of the Securing Futures acco¬ 
lade at the Ormiston Academies Trust 
(OAT) annual awards. 


Debbie has worked tirelessly over 
her last three years at the school 
to create a careers and PSHE pro¬ 
gramme that ensures students are 
inspired, confident and equipped for 
their next steps. 

Debbie Laird, lead for careers ed¬ 
ucation at OSCA, said: “To achieve 
the gold standard is a great achieve¬ 
ment for our academy. This award 
showcases our excellent practice and 
how we encourage our students to be 
aware of their next steps and what 
opportunities are available to them 
beyond the school gates.” 


Drivers told to stay away 
from M5 during scheme 


DRIVERS have been urged not to 
use the M5 during a major 18 month 
roadworks scheme unless they 
have to. 

Motorists are facing a traffic nightmare 
from Easter when the speed limit be¬ 
tween junction 1 for West Bromwich and 
2 for Oldbury is slashed to 30mph. 

Those who regularly use the motorway are 
facing chaos until the end of 2018. 

Highways England has insisted the work to 
replace waterproofing on the crumbling Old¬ 
bury viaduct is essential and cannot be put off 
any longer. 

Bosses also stressed the job could not have 
been done overnight and that the 30mph speed 
limit, which is likely to leave thousands of ve¬ 
hicles crawling along the two-mile stretch, was 
necessary if slip roads were to be kept open. 

Council bosses in Sandwell have raised con¬ 
cerns about the impact the roadworks scheme 
will have on businesses and surrounding roads. 

Matthew Taylor, Highways England asset 
manager for Birmingham, said drivers should 
avoid the motorway wherever possible. He said: 
“This is going to have a major impact and we 
wouldn’t be doing the scheme unless we abso¬ 
lutely had to. 

Alternative 

“The waterproofing has come to the end of 
its life and has been down for 30 years. We are 
asking people who usually use the M5 to look at 
using alternative routes or public transport.” 

Traffic will continue to run in both directions 
for the duration of the works, but will be re¬ 
duced to two narrow lanes running each way. 
The 30mph speed limit has led to concerns of 
traffic moving at a snail’s pace, but Mr Taylor 
said the move was necessary. 

He said: “We have had to implement a 30mph 
speed limit which is unusual on a motorway. 
We need traffic to merge onto a contraflow in 
a short space of time. Doing it with a 50mph, 
there wouldn’t have been as much time to do 
this manoeuvre. We were adamant we would be 
keeping the slip roads open, so people will still 
be able to get on and off the M5 and junctions 
one and two. If we had closed the slip roads we 
probably could do a 50mph but we need to keep 
the slip roads open.” 

Mr Taylor continued: “We do a lot of work 
overnight but it is just not feasible. It is a com¬ 
prehensive repair to both the northbound and 
southbound carriageway.” 


Six-day trek to mark milestones 



Boys’ Brigade leader David Payne from Stone Cross, who is set to take on a walking challenge 


A BOYS’ Brigade leader is em¬ 
barking on a gruelling six-day 
walk to mark both his own and a 
camping centre’s 60th year. 

David Payne from Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, has set himself 
a challenge to raise money for 
the 14th West Bromwich Boys’ 
Brigade and the West Midland 
District camping centre, which is 
celebrating its 60th anniversary. 

David who turned 60 in Febru¬ 
ary, will be setting off from Char- 


lemont Methodist Church, where 
the brigade is based. He will then 
cover the 115.7 miles to the camp¬ 
ing centre in Dyffryn, Wales. 

Along the way he will be joined 
at various stages by fellow mem¬ 
bers, including his son Andrew 
and daughter Victoria. 

David, who has been a member 
for the centre for 53 years, said: 
“I am nervously excited. I haven’t 
done anything like this before, 
and I am not looking forward to 


the uphill stages, but I think I’ll 
be OK.” 

David is currently company 
president of the brigade, a role he 
took on after serving as company 
captain for 31 years. 

He will set off on his fundrais¬ 
ing walk on April 18, and plans to 
cross the finishing line in Dyffryn 
on St George’s Day. 

To donate, visit www.gofundme. 
com/camping-centre-refurbish- 
ment 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Furniture firm's 
18 th birthday 

A CRADLEY Heath company has cel¬ 
ebrated its 18th birthday. 

Repose Furniture was set up by 
John Elcocks and his son David in 
1999. 

From humble beginnings in a small 
manufacturing unit in Cradley Heath, 
Birmingham, Repose has grown to its 
current position of being one of the 
UK’s leading manufacturers of seat¬ 
ing solutions for the independent liv¬ 
ing, care home and hospital markets. 

They now employ a team of more 
than 50 and supply to 200 retailers up 
and down the country. 

Urban festival is 
to swing back 

THE annual Swingamajig festival re¬ 
turns for a fifth year to Birmingham 
on April 30. 

The urban festival is dedicated to 
electro swing, gipsy jazz and vintage 
sounds and is at The Digbeth Triangle 
from 2pm-2am with tickets at £30 at 
www.swingamajig.co.uk. 

There will be seven stages featuring 
bands, cabaret, dance and circus-style 
entertainment. 

It will also feature speakeasies, 
street food stallls and a bazaar selling 
vintage items and crafts from 11am to 
6pm with free entry. 

Sparks line up 
a city concert 

AMERICAN pop veterans Sparks are 
to play a concert in Birmingham in 
the autumn. 

The group, featuring brothers Rus¬ 
sell and Ron Mael, visits 02 Institute 
in Digbeth on September 24. Tickets 
for the concert go on sale tomorrow. 

Sparks, which formed in 1971, 
had a string of Uk singles hits in the 
1970s including This Town Ain’t Big 
Enough for the Both of Us, Amateur 
Hour, The Number One Song in 
Heaven and Beat the Clock. 

New scheme for 
detached houses 

A DEVELOPMENT of three and four 
bedroom homes will be built in Dud¬ 
ley, under new plans which have been 
put forward. 

Kishore Balu of Masterfreight Ltd 
in Oldbury has applied for planning 
permission for four detached proper¬ 
ties. 

If approved, they will be built on 
land off Culverhouse Drive. 

A decision on the plans is expected 
to be made by Dudley council within 
the next three months. 

New look for gym 

A LEISURE centre has opened its 
new-look gym. New equipment 
including treadmills, bikes and 
cross-trainers have been installed at 
Haden Hill Leisure Centre’s gym, 

Fitness development officer Paul 
Baddam said: “This equipment is the 
very latest in the industry.” 



Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 



FREEPHONE 

0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


G.D. MEMORIALS | KITCHENS I BATHROOMS I BEDROOMS 


We Offer a 
Variety of 
Head Stones 
& Kerb Sets 

From £699 inc VAT 
Ogee Shape Design 

Prices Includes: 

• Choice of Designs 

• 150 Gold Letters Included 

• 2 Flower Containers 

• Fully Fitted 

• Black (All Polished) 
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lO REASONS TO HAVE AN IDEAL HOMECARE BATHROOM / KITCHEN / BEDROOM 


Q Family business established over 28 years 
0 Vast majority of work comes from recommendations 
Q FREE home design service, we listen to you and design 
to your requirements 

Q Large choice of design, 100s of doors, worktops, tiles, 
sinks and taps to choose from, but do not worry, we 
are here to help and advise what is right for you 
© We project manage from start to finish 


0 We can supply only, or complete the whole project, 
including tiling, electrics, plumbing, building, plastering 
and even decorating 

o All rubbish removed at the end of the project 
0 Gas Safe fitters (formerly Corgi) 

0 NICEIC Registered electricians 
<E> Quality products at realistic prices 


www.idealhomecare.co.uk 


■aEaunniEcarE 

The Home Improvement Specialist 


5 Hall Green Road, Stone Cross, 
West Bromwich, B71 3JS 

Telephone: 0121 588 5737 


OPENING TIMES: 

Mon-Fri 10am -4pm 
Saturday 10am-2pm 
Closed Wed and Sun 

Other Times By Appointment 
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COUNTY NEWS 

Glasses unveiled 
for anniversary 

BLACK Country brewery Bathams is 
introducing new 140th anniversary 
glasses in its pubs. 

The family-owned brewery has been 
going since 1877 and five generations 
have now been involved in producing 
its beers. 

The existing Bathams brewery is 
located at behind the The Vine Inn, 
Delph Road, Brierley Hill, which is 
better knowns as The Bull and Blad¬ 
der. 

Bathams produce three diferent 
cask ales - Bathams Best Bitter, 
Bathams Mild Ale and Bathams XXX. 

Sir Lenny backs 
book on staffing 

A NEW book endorsed by Dudley-born 
Sir Lenny Henry and put together by 
a university aims to put inclusivity 
into the heart of the newsroom, en¬ 
suring that journalists better reflect 
the diversity of the UK population. 

Everybody In, by Birmingham City 
University, tackles protected charac¬ 
teristics such as age, disability, gen¬ 
der, religion and sexuality, as well as 
class, Islamophobia and regionalism. 

The themes of the book have already 
resonated strongly with the Executive 
Board of the Broadcast Journalism 
Training Council. 

Rental market 
still growing 

THE rental market continues to grow 
and shows no signs of slowing down, 
according to lettings and estate agen¬ 
cy chain Connells. Connells is seeing 
six tenants chase every rental proper¬ 
ty on the market across its national 
network of branches. 

It helped 24 per cent more tenants 
move into homes last year and is urg¬ 
ing landlords to take advantage of cur¬ 
rent demand and asking prospective 
tenants to get in touch to secure the 
best properties on the market. 

City pizza gig for 
American singer 

AMERICAN recording artist Dean 
Friedman will be performing in Bir¬ 
mingham’s Pizza Express as part of a 
city concert tour. 

Best known for his hits Lucky 
Stars and Lydia, Friedman will be at 
the restaurant on April 21. The tour 
coincides with the release of a brand 
new fan-funded album - his first new 
album release in seven years. 

Tickets to all of Friedman’s tour 
dates are available via www.Dean- 
Friedman.com 

Schedule takes off 

RYANAIR’S winter schedule from 
Birmingham Airport this year will 
have 21 routes in total. 

It includes daily flights to Barce¬ 
lona, six flights a week to Alicante and 
five to Malaga. 

The winter routes are now on sale 
on the Ryanair.com website. 


Council hopes to play it right with £330k 


SANDWELL Council has pledged 
£330,000 to deliver, with partners, a 
wider range of free play services for 
children in the borough. 

The scheme called ‘Go play 
Sandwell’ has seen grants being given 
to The Albion Foundation, Creative 
Academies, Groundwork West Mid¬ 
lands and the Murray Hall Commu¬ 
nity Trust to run sessions in each of 
the towns in Sandwell. 


The Albion Foundation sessions 
will be based in the Smethwick, Cre¬ 
ative Academies will focus on West 
Bromwich, Groundwork will concen¬ 
trate on Oldbury, Tipton and Wednes- 
bury and Murray Hall will base their 
services in Rowley Regis. 

Sessions will be based in local cen¬ 
tres with the majority being outdoors 
in a bid to encourage children to play 
together locally, be more physically 


active and enjoy the outdoors. The 
sessions are aimed at children aged 
between six and 12 years old (up to 
the age of 16 if children have special 
educational needs or disabilities). 
They will take place after school, dur¬ 
ing term-time and throughout school 
holidays. 

Sessions are free and open to all. 
They will be delivered after school 
between 3pm and 6.30pm and school 


holiday sessions between 10am and 
3pm - Monday to Friday. Sessions will 
begin from Monday April 3s. 

Councillor Simon Hackett, cabinet 
member for children’s service said: “I 
hope Go play Sandwell will prove to 
be really popular with children and 
their parents and carers.” 

To find out more about our part¬ 
ners and what sessions are on offer go 
to www.sandwell.gov.uk/goplay. 


Laser Quest to fire up 
town shopping centre 

Report by Judith Hawkins , . - 



LASER quest is set to launch 
at West Bromwich’s Queens 
Square centre - in a bid to 
fire-up custom after it has 
been struggling with high va¬ 
cancy rates. 

Plans have been revealed to 
transform part of the square by 
bringing in the popular interac¬ 
tive game that sees players tag 
each other with lasers. 

Applicants Escape Rooms (Pres¬ 
ton) Ltd have also proposed to create 
themed rooms that test participants 
on their ability to get out within a set 
time. 

The company, on its website, states: 
“Like Crystal Maze in the 90s, our 
rooms will provide an interactive expe¬ 
rience where teams race against time 
to escape the room by finding clues 
based on various scenarios to solve live 
puzzles within 60 minutes.” 

Escape 

The proposals have been revealed in 
an application submitted to Sandwell 
Council, to change the use of a re¬ 
tail unit measuring 8,135 square feet 
into the laser quest and escape rooms 
venue. 

Haroon Patel, account manager of 
Escape Rooms (Preston) Ltd, said: 
“We have been looking at various sites 
and we liked this because it has quite a 
lot of other attractions nearby, restau¬ 
rants and the cinema. As well as the 
escape rooms and the laser quest, we 
have a new combat game with more 
realistic weapons, that is like playing 
the game Call of Duty.” 

A large number of empty premises 
in Queens Square have been identified 
as a major reason why West Bromwich 
has the second highest retail vacancy 
rate in the West Midlands. Figures 
from the Local Data Company (LDC) 
revealed that with a 22.2 per cent va¬ 
cancy rate, making West Bromwich 
among the worst towns for filling 
empty shops in the entire country. 

Council leader Steve Eling said: “I 
don’t tend to get involved in planning 
applications, but West Bromwich does 
need to diversify what it is offering in 
the town centre.” 


ARMED police descended on a block 
of flats in Oldbury as part of a sev¬ 
en-hour stand off. A 28-year-old man 
was arrested on a number of counts 
of burglary in connection with 
pre-existing warrants. 

The incident unfolded on Saturday 
in Tower Road, Tividale, which was 
closed at the junction of City Road 
and Lye Cross Road as a precaution 
while police negotiators were at the 
scene. 

Police persuaded the man to come 
down from the second floor flat seven 
hours after they first attended. 

It is believed to have started when 
officers arrived at the address to ar¬ 
rest a man at around 10am and then 
called for assistance. 

He was believed to have had a 
knife. Five police cars and an am- 



Officers feared the man had a knife 


bulance were at the scene as armed 
officers made their way over to flat 
shortly after 2pm. They left the 
scene at about 2.45pm. West Mid¬ 
lands Police tweeted to confirm that 
it was not terrorism-related. 

A resident, who did not wish to be 


named, said: “All I know is that a po¬ 
lice car came this morning and then 
more turned up after. Then armed 
police. 

A West Midlands Police spokesper¬ 
son confirmed on Saturday evening 
that the incident had been resolved 
and a man had been arrested. 

A statement said: “A man is now 
in police custody following a seven 
hour stand-off with police in Tower 
Road, Tividale. 

“Negotiators persuaded the 
28-year-old man to come down from 
the second floor flat and he has been 
arrested on a number of counts of 
burglary in connection with pre-ex¬ 
isting warrants. Nobody was hurt 
in the incident and we would like to 
thank the community for their pa¬ 
tience.” 


Principal of 
academy in 
supporting 
schools role 

THE Principal and staff at Ormiston 
Forge Academy in Cradley Heath have 
been selected for a top role supporting 
schools in challenging circumstances. 

Andrew Burns is one of more than 
70 principals to be appointed to the 
role of national leader of education 
(NLE) in the latest recruitment 
round. NLEs along with staff in their 
school - designated a national support 
school (NSSj - use their success and 
professionalism to provide additional 
leadership capability in other schools. 

NLEs are deployed to suit the needs 
of each school needing support. The 
type of support provided is flexible 
and can sometimes involve NLEs be¬ 
coming executive headteachers. They 
also have responsibility for developing 
the next generation of NLEs and na¬ 
tional support schools. 

Mr Burns said: “It’s an incredible 
honour to receive this designation 
on behalf of the academy and I am 
looking forward to supporting other 
schools on their journey towards im¬ 
provement. Our commitment to the 
young people at Forge remains unwa¬ 
vering, but we are now able to extend 
the reach of the Forge effect and make 
an even bigger difference.” 

Roger Pope, chair of the National 
College for Teaching and Leadership, 
said: “It’s fantastic that heads like 
Andrew have the passion and ambi¬ 
tion to help improve the life chances 
of young people, not just in their own 
but in other schools as well. 

“The aim of national leaders of ed¬ 
ucation is to drive improvement in 
underperforming schools.” 

Dry humour of 
farce on stage 

A BLACK Country theatre group is 
putting the finishing touches to its 
latest production, Dry Rot by John 
Chapman. 

Charlemont Dramatic Society, 
based at The Theatre in Gayton 
Road Community Centre in West 
Bromwich, is staging the play from 
Wednesday April 5 to Saturday 8, 
from 7.30pm. Dry Rot is probably 
the best known of the series of farces 
produced at the Whitehall Theatre in 
London in the 1950s and 60s. 

The action is centred around a hotel 
near a racecourse. The society, whose 
patron is Julie Walters, was formed 
in 1947, and will mark its 70th anni¬ 
versary this year. Tickets are £7.50, 
available from Sylvia Hill, on 0121 
357 4169, or email Hilld28@sky.com 

Directory of city 
care services out 

AN updated Birmingham Care Ser¬ 
vices Directory has been published for 
2017 in association with Birmingham 
City Council. It offers details on how 
to access, and pay for, care services. 

For a free copy call 0121 303 1234 
or email stake holderengagement@ 
birmingham.gov.uk 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 

CREMATIONS IN SANDWELL 

YOU MAY BE AWARE THAT SANDWELL COUNCIL ARE OFFERING 
FAMILIES A VERY BASIC FUNERAL SERVICE AT A COST OF 
£1595. WHEN WE AT HENLEY FUNERAL DIRECTORS WHO 
ARE THE ONLY FAMILY OWNED & RUN FUNERAL DIRECTORS IN 
THE SMETHWICK AND OLDBURY AREA WHO OFFER A MUCH 
SUPERIOR AND PERSONAL SERVICE FOR £1395 

SOME £200LESS. 

PLEASE CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 
FREEPHONE 0800 056 6564 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


BLINDS 

SANDWELL - www.blind-deals.co.uk 


BEST DEAL! 

3 child safe 
verticals 
one per household offer 


NO OBLIGATION HOME QUOTE 



ALL PRICES INCLUDE FREE 

MEASURE & FITTING 
HUGE CHOICE OF POPULAR 
FABRICS & GENEROUS SIZE 
RESTRICTIONS 


CALL 

FREE 



contact your local advisor 
to see our fabric range & 
other available deals 


0800 0214266 





3 str Indus 


Was £699.99 

.. 1 . 4 

NOW £299.99 

L — . 

2 str Indus 


Was £499.99 

i ^ 

NOW £199.99 


Available in a range of colours all U.K. made. 

. 


We supply and fit carpets , we will come out and measure and 
give you free estimates. WE WILL BRING THE SAMPLES OUT 
TO YOU IF YOU CAN’T GET INTO THE SHOP. 


33 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury Town Centre B69 4DY 

0121 544 4449 

www.capricorninteriors.co.uk 

Open Mon-Sat 10am-5.30pm 
Sunday 11am-3pm 

Small Deposit Secures Price 











































Driver who 
died in crash 
was over the 
booze limit 

A DRIVER died after he crashed into 
a bridge at high speed while almost 
three times the drink-drive limit, an 
inquest heard. 

Jagdeep Singh Bhader, from Haw¬ 
thorn Croft, Oldbury, died when his 
Mercedes crashed and burst into 
flames on the A456 Quinton Express¬ 
way on November 7. 

Black Country Coroners Court 
heard how Mr Bhader, who was an 
entrepreneur and company director, 
had been out with friends and was 
travelling on the Birmingham-bound 
carriageway at 2.40am when his car 
hit the ‘concrete supporting struc¬ 
ture’ of the bridge. 

Pc Stuart Thorpe, from the collision 
investigation unit, said: “There were 
no marks on the road that would 
allow us to provide an accurate speed, 
but looking at the damage caused to 
the vehicle it would have been a high 
speed impact at motorway speeds. 

“A witness said that they could see 
flames coming from the vehicle after 
the crash and they went towards it in 
a bid to try and help. 

“It began to explode and sadly noth¬ 
ing further could be done.” 

A post mortem found 210mg of al¬ 
cohol in his blood test. The legal limit 
is 80. It concluded that he died due to 
severe burns. 

Pc Thorpe said: “I think it was a 
combination of excessive speed and 
intoxication through alcohol and the 
effect it had on his reactions that 
sadly led to this.” 

Senior Coroner Zafar Siddique gave 
a conclusion of a road traffic collision. 


Cat lashes out 
at 'terrible' food 

WEST Bromwich-born TV presenter 
Cat Deeley has hit out at a restaurant 
on social media saying its food is ‘ter¬ 
rible’. 

Cat, from the Yew Tree Estate, took 
to Twitter to slam LA’s Tom George 
eatery and urged her followers to 
‘avoid’ the restaurant ‘at all costs’. 
She wrote on Twitter: “This place is 
awful. Avoid it at all costs.” 

A waiter sent a message back, which 
read: “Cat, as your server at Tom 
George I am hurt by your response to 
free food. “I gave you respect, and I 
served you with love, (sic)” 

She later added: “Just to be clear. 
Our order arrived at the table in¬ 
correctly five times. Then one of my 
guests dishes was inedible. There was 
zero service.” 

Tackling crime 
on the agenda 

A MEETING aimed at tackling crime 
prevention will be held next month. 

The event will take place at Queen 
Head shops, Londonderry Road, 
Smethwick, on April 1 from 10.30am 
to 12.30pm. 


Lending of equipment hits 27,500 items 



Councillor Ann Shackleton with 


A STAGGERING 27,500 items which 
help people live safely and inde¬ 
pendently are loaned out to Sandwell 
residents every year. 

And adult social care services make 
sure that 93 per cent of people who 
need aids - like walking frames, high 
seated chairs, perching stools and 
toilet-related accessories - get them 
within seven days of being requested. 

Now Sandwell Council’s cabinet 
member social care, Councillor Ann 
Shackleton, is reminding people that 
wherever possible the council collects 
and recycles items when they are no 


longer needed. The service, which in¬ 
tegrates adult social care and health 
in a pooled budget, called the Better 
Care Fund, recycles more than half 
of items which are then suitable to be 
loaned out again. 

Independently 

The value of these recycled items in 
2016/17 totalled a staggering £1.5m, 
enabling the service to significantly 
reduce spending on new equipment. 

Figures released show more than 
12,000 people are currently provided 
with equipment, to help keep them 


safe and living independently in their 
home, with another 2,500 active users 
of Telecare in Sandwell. 

Councillor Shackleton said: “One 
of the major achievements of the past 
12 months was to merge the order¬ 
ing of equipment and Telecare onto 
the same system, which has allowed 
health and social care professionals 
access to a single ordering system.” 

People who need items can contact 
Sandwell Enquiry on 0121 569 2266 
and to return loaned equipment that 
is no longer needed, contact Preven¬ 
tion Stores directly on 0121 569 3670. 


Book to highlight killed 
Rebecca's poetic talents 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Lucky escape for 
M6 teen driver 

PARAMEDICS have said that a teen¬ 
age driver of a van who suffered minor 
injuries despite huge damage to his 
vehicle after a crash on the M6, was 
‘so, so lucky’. 

The crash happened last Tuesday 
at about 9.45pm, on the southbound 
carriageway just before junction 10a, 
the M54. 

An ambulance service spokesman 
said: “On arrival, ambulance staff 
found a blue van that was embedded 
under the rear of an articulated lorry. 
Due to the level of damage, it took fire¬ 
fighters an hour to cut away enough of 
the van to allow the two people inside 
the van to get out.” 

The 18-year-old driving, from War¬ 
wickshire, escaped with only a broken 
left wrist. His sister, aged eight, es¬ 
caped uninjured. The lorry driver was 
unhurt. 

Co-op store back 
open after work 
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A YOUNG woman killed by a driver 
racing at 10Omph on a Black Coun¬ 
try road as she waited at a bus stop 
is to have a book of her poems pub¬ 
lished. 

Rebecca McManus, 21, died after a Mit¬ 
subishi Evolution drove into her on Hag- 
ley Road West, Bearwood. 

The former Stourbridge student, from Old¬ 
bury, was a promising poet and now, almost 
three years after her death, Rebecca’s work is 
to be published posthumously by her parents. 

English graduate Rebecca died at the scene, 
only a few hundred yards from her home, and 
her friend Harriet Barnsley suffered life-chang¬ 
ing injuries following the incident in May 
2014 which was the result of two men racing 
high-performance cars. 

The 180-page book, entitled A Book of Frag¬ 
ments and Dreams, published by Unthank 
Publications, was the brainchild of Rebecca’s 
mother Cathy McManus. 

It is being launched at the University of East 
Anglia Norwich, where Rebecca studied, at an 
event being held in her memory. 

Inspiration 

Mrs McManus said: “She had a natural gift 
for poetry and had individual poems previously 
published, and it seems fitting as it was one of 
Rebecca’s ambitions. 

“Rebecca had always hoped to have at least 
one book published and she had already chosen 
the title for the book. We hope it will provide 
inspiration for other young poets.” 

The book features 159 poems, with subject 
matters including the changing of the seasons, 
romance and the wonders of the sky. Proceeds 
from the book will be donated to charity. 

Sukvinder Mannan and Inderjit Singh were 
jailed for their roles in the crash. 

Garage manager Mannan, of Roundhills 
Road, Halesowen, who was at the wheel of the 
Mitsubishi which struck Rebecca, admitted 
causing death and injury by dangerous driving 
and was sentenced to eight years in prison. 

He was driving at lOlmph in a 40mph zone 
and had been racing Singh, of Cranbourne Ave¬ 
nue, Wolverhampton, who was jailed for a year 
after admitting dangerous driving in his BMW 
M3. 

The book is available for £9.99 and can be 
ordered from most bookshops as well as online 
from Amazon, The Wordery and Book Depos¬ 
itory. 



Rebecca McManus, who was killed aged 21 The front cover of the published book 


A CO-OP store has reopened up in 
Great Barr following a makeover. 
The store, located on Dyas Road, was 
unveiled during a ribbon-cutting cer¬ 
emony. 

It has been given a £284,000 make¬ 
over to provide customers with an im¬ 
proved shopping experience. 

The shop has been fitted with the 
latest in pioneering energy-efficient 
refrigeration and LED lighting tech¬ 
nologies to minimise environmental 
impact. 

Its opening times are 7am to 9pm, 
Monday to Sunday. 

Firms are urged to 
try energy scheme 

SANDWELL businesses are being 
urged not to miss out on a cash-saving 
energy scheme which could save them 
money on their fuel bills. 

Sandwell Council has teamed up 
with energy auction specialist iChoosr 
and energy comparison and switching 
service Make It Cheaper to help busi¬ 
nesses get a better deal from gas and 
electricity suppliers. 

Across the UK, four out of five busi¬ 
nesses are not doing anything about 
their energy bills, with small and me¬ 
dium-sized firms paying on average 
more than they need to for energy. 


Firm’s volunteers 


Elvis lovers' way 
on down to arena 


A TEAM of volunteers donated a 
working week to maintaining the 
grounds at a set of community gar¬ 
dens. 

The 40 volunteers, who work for 
A.F Blakemore, gave up their time 
to help out at Walsall Council’s 
Goscote Greenacres Community 
Gardens. 

Goscote Centre support adults 
with physical and learning disabil¬ 
ities, while the site is also utilised 
by local residents, school groups 
and others from social care and in¬ 
clusion communities. 

The volunteers built raised beds 


dig 

for people with disabilities to grow 
their own produce, cleaned up the 
canal area and built a new pizza 
oven which will be used during 
event and open days throughout 
the summer. 

Paul Mason, who is Walsall 
Council’s community development 
officer at Goscote Greenacres said: 
“I’m so pleased to see the trans¬ 
formation A.F. Blakemore has 
achieved in just one week. 

“I would like to thank the team 
for all their help; they have made 
a real difference to their local en¬ 
vironment and their community.” 


gardens 

Liz Bell, community affairs of¬ 
ficer at A.F. Blakemore said: “I am 
delighted to see the work our vol¬ 
unteers have achieved this week. 

“As a business with strong links 
in the local community, it is great 
for our employees to get out of 
their normal work environment 
and work as a team.” 

She added: “I believe that vol¬ 
unteering in the community is a 
fantastic way for our employees to 
learn new skills that they can take 
back to the workplace and I would 
encourage more businesses to get 
involved.” 


FOLLOWING the sell-out arena tour 
last year, Elvis in Concert with The 
Royal Harmonic Orchestra Live on 
Stage is returning to Birmingham. 

The six date UK arena tour will cel¬ 
ebrate the 40th anniversary of Elvis’ 
life and legacy will visit the Genting 
Arena on November 27. Priscilla Pres¬ 
ley will also appear at the show. 

Tickets for the show start from 
£51.43. To book tickets, or for more 
information, visit www.theticketfac- 
tory.com or call 0844 33 88 222. 


in at 





Great deals at affordable prices on 
conservatories, doors and windows 


m 


GOLD PRICES THE 
HIGHEST EM YEARS 

9ct Gold £11.00 j Full Sovereign 
18ct Gold £22.00 ! £225 
22ct Gold £26.88 j Full 

(price as of 27.3.17) : £960 


Gold & Silver Jewellery -k Watches 
Diamond Rings Pre-Owned Rolex’s 
Jewellery Repair & Cleaning Services 
Replace Missing Diamonds * Watch Sei 

SELL 




Best rates and pay no commission on all foreign currency 


l/l/ese//£1 = 1.21 \*i 

We buy £1 = 1.30 

Price Paid 27.3.17 


WSIO 7AY 

Tel: 0121 556 6868 

www.jewellersmidlands.co.uk 
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IN MY VIEW 


with Mark Andrews 



Abiding 
image of 
bravery and 
kindness 

POLITICIANS and police officers 
sometimes get a rough ride in the media, 
and rightly so. Indeed for a columnist, 
making fun of MPs and over-zealous au¬ 
thority figures is meat and drink. 

This is a sign of living in a healthy de¬ 
mocracy, and for the most part I believe 
they are self-aware enough to know it 
goes with the territory. If you put yourself 
into a position of authority, you can ex¬ 
pect to feel the brickbats. 

However, this week things seem dif¬ 
ferent. The sight of the previously lit¬ 
tle-known Foreign Office minister Tobias 
Ellwood unsuccessfully trying to save the 
life of a police officer stabbed in the line 
of duty puts everything in a different con¬ 
text. And , along with all the un-named 
doctors, nurses, paramedics and other 
good citizens who ran towards the dan¬ 
ger while others were running away, it is 
a poignant symbol of how terror attacks, 
such as the one in London last week, are 
always doomed to fail. 

While Islamic State posts sick internet 
posts “claiming responsibility” for the ac¬ 
tions of its “soldier”, the abiding image 
around the world is one of bravery and 
kindness, real heroes helping others with 
no thought for their own safety. 

Adrian Elms, Khalid Masood, whatever 
he calls himself, could not have scored a 
bigger own-goal for his cause if he tried. 

□ □□ 


HAVE you ever made a donation 
through the website Justgiving.com? If 
so, you probably, like me, did so believ¬ 
ing that all the money you donated went 
to charity. 

In fact, one thing to emerge from the 
fund set up in memory of PC Keith Palm¬ 
er is that the company which owns the 
Justgiving website rakes off five per cent 
commission. And if you tick the Gift Aid 
box, where the Government refunds the 
equivalent amount of income tax that the 
donor would have paid, Justgiving takes 
five per cent of that, too. 

To put this into context, five per cent 
is the same commission rate that Betfair 
charges on its betting exchange. Except 
that the online bookmaker makes no 
pretence of being anything other than a 
commercial business out to maximise 
profits. 

Now, of course, nobody should be ex¬ 
pected to work for nothing, and running a 
website inevitably incurs some adminis¬ 
tration costs. But five per cent? Last year 
Justgiving made a profit of £2 million, 
and spent £10 million on staff costs Its 
directors, technicians, sales and admin¬ 
istration staff earn, on average, more than 
£60,000 a year, while the head of the firm 
received a pay package of £198,000. All 
coming out of donations from the public. 

I think I will be just giving directly to 
charities in future. 


Shock over report on extraction of baby teeth 



Mary Berry - toffee pudding unleashed Martin McGuinness - Government said it Dame Vera Lynn - singer’s centenary will 

on an unsuspecting nation ... yum! never negotiated with terrorists doubtless be excuse for yet more concerts 


It’s adults who are 
to blame not sugar 


“SO sugar’s to blame,” an enthusiastic radio re¬ 
porter declared during a report on the shocking 
news that extractions of baby teeth have risen 
by 24 per cent. No, sugar’s not to blame. Adults 
are to blame. 

THESE days, there is scarcely a telly pro¬ 
gramme that doesn’t come with some sort of 
warning that it may contain sexual incidents, 
extreme violence, distressing scenes or flash¬ 
ing lights which could cause epileptic attacks. 
And yet Mary Berry’s sticky toffee pudding 
was unleashed on an unsuspecting nation this 
week, without a word of warning. More, more, 
I want more. . . As Mary takes flak from view¬ 
ers for making the sticky pudding without dates 
and cooking a pie without a pastry base, one 
Tweeter noted: “She didn’t use real rats in her 
ratatouille.” 

WELL done, DameVera Lynn, on reaching 
100. The singer’s centenary will doubtless be an 
excuse for yet more concerts in which people 
will dress up in uniforms they are not entitled to 
wear, sing songs they can’t begin to understand 
and perpetuate the myth that the Second World 
War, far from being all bad, was a jolly sort of 
musical event. The rest of Europe, watching the 
Brits still singing about hanging out the washing 
on the Siegfried Line, can only despair. 

THE death of Ireland’s ‘man of peace’ Martin 
McGuinness is a reminder of the gulf between 
what Whitehall says and what it does. The of¬ 
ficial line has always been: we never negotiate 
with terrorists. And yet the Government was 
secretly talking to McGuinness and his IRA 
cronies as early as the 1970s, but denied it for 
years. The Government’s true position is as fol¬ 
lows: we never negotiate with terrorists - unless 
we can. 

MORE names for emulsion paints that tell you 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 


absolutely nothing about the colour. Our local 
DIY shop is now stocking Wellbeing and Urban 
Mystery. 

I HAVE just trudged to the Post Office to pay 
the outstanding postage on a delivery from 
eBay. The firm advertised “fast and free deliv¬ 
ery.” It’s certainly free if you don’t put a stamp 
on it. 

A COUPLE of readers have consulted their 
dictionaries to discover that “diarise,” a word I 
scoffed at recently, actually exists. I will make 
three points. 1) If you need to use a dictionary to 
find it, then it’s not a proper word; 2) My diction¬ 
ary describes it as archaic; and 3) After 47 years 
in a profession which lives, breathes and exists 
around diaries, I’ve never heard it. Nonetheless, 
“diarise” does exist and I have takenonboard- 
arised your comments. 

THE European Court of Justice has ruled that 
employers are entitled to ban staff from wearing 
“visible religious symbols,” a move condemned 
by some Muslims as a direct attack on women 
wearing hijabs at work. I can’t see it happening 
in Britain. How could any company ban the hi- 
jab in the office when the woman wearing it may 
have come to work on a bus driven by a tur¬ 
ban-wearing Sikh? The intriguing social devel¬ 
opment is that while the number of young Sikh 
men wearing turbans is declining, the number 
of young Muslim women wearing headscarves 
is increasing. Why would that be? 

POLITICAL correctness strikes in Westminster 


where Roger Gale MP was castigated for calling 
his office staff “girls.” As we should all know by 
now, calling women girls both infantilises and 
degrades them, making them appear the play¬ 
things and possessions of the outdated patriar¬ 
chy which controls our society and all that stuff. 
I always feel sorry for women who object to this 
word, for presumably they never have a night 
out with the girls. 

AS the education cuts bite, some schools are 
abandoning German lessons. It is sad although, 
as a colleague who endured five years of Ger¬ 
man once told me: “German is a useful language 
but has too many fahrts to be taken seriously”. 

IF we had known then what we know now. What 
odds do you think the bookies would have of¬ 
fered you in the 1970s on Chuck Berry living to 
be 90? 

I WAS buying a widget from an online store I 
have used many times. But this time it wanted 
to know whether I was a new or existing cus¬ 
tomer. As soon as it twigged I had shopped 
there earlier, it demanded my password which 
I have, of course, long forgotten. So the system 
emailed me a new password. But the moment 
I tried to use it, up came the message: “This 
connection is not secure. Logins entered here 
could be compromised.” Well done, the geeks. 
They have scared off another customer. 

I HAD a Freemasonish sort of moment, reading 
the many comments on George Osborne be¬ 
coming editor of London’s Evening Standard, 
posted on the journalists’ website, Hold the 
Front Page. One comment consisted of four 
squiggles in Teeline. It was a pungent and ob¬ 
scene invitation to go away, George. It could be 
read only by the dwindling band of us who still 
use shorthand. 


TAmNGPOjN^^ 

Youngsters 
need to 
look back 
in wonder 

OLD age creeps up on us all, but as for 
all this hogwash about 70 being the new 
40? Do me a favour. 

Having passed the half century mark, 
with the wrinkles, receding hair and ex¬ 
panding waistline, to show for it, I am 
quite happy to admit I’m past it. 

I wish people would stop trying to main¬ 
tain their youth with ridiculous fitness re¬ 
gimes, skin treatments and clothes shop¬ 
ping from a 25-year-old’s perspective. 

Older folk are supposed to have no 
idea what is going on in ‘the charts’ if 
they are still called that! I wouldn’t even 
know if I could still go into a ‘record shop’ 
and buy something which is in the, what 
we would term as ‘hit parade!’ 

Popular culture is thrown around as 
something us oldies should have some 
kind of knowledge about and we do 
try, honest, despite the smirks from our 
younger relatives - but just wait one min¬ 
ute, that works both ways baby... 

How many times do we hear from the 
mouths of babes - the Beatles? Nah, I 
think they’re rubbish, besides, my musi¬ 
cal journey started with S Club 1 ... 

Oh yeah? Well perhaps when the mu¬ 
sic of Lennon and McCartney is actually 
on the school curriculum today’s young¬ 
sters, who might be in their 40s and par¬ 
ents themselves by then, will rue the time 
when they snubbed the greatest popular 
songwriters in history. 

Yes I know it’s a cloak of youth to wear 
to show that they aren’t into what their 
mums, dads and grandparents are into, 
but I think you find out about life as much 
looking backwards as forwards and this 
is, in a nutshell, the problem we have as 
we face a post-Brexit Britain, or should 
that be England, and whoever else is left. 

The next generation will be complete¬ 
ly future-biased, if they aren’t already. 
Nostalgia-yearning-syndrome may by 
then be a recognised psychological dis¬ 
order and sufferers will be locked away in 
plush white rooms with virtual reality gear, 
forced into playing the latest life-chang¬ 
ing ‘video game’, or whatever they are 
called these days - sorry! 

I only hope that children I see around 
me loosen up a little bit as they get older 
as getting my oldest lad to even consider 
the possibility of partaking in an alcohol¬ 
ic beverage seems less likely than Glenn 
Miller’s remains being found buried under 
the Great Wall of China. I can remember 
that by the age of 12, I was being ush¬ 
ered into the backs of pubs, having my 
first taste of at least shandy. 

Everything these days seems so strait¬ 
laced for youngsters, or is it youngsters 
seem so strait-laced? We need another 
punk revolution, perhaps it’s time for us 
over-50s to dig out the safety-pin leath¬ 
er jackets and spike up what’s left of our 
hair, start doing a bit of pogo-ing, to get 
them in the mood for a bit of anarchy. 
Better be careful of our dodgy backs 
though... 

GRAEME ANDREW 




^SPRING SALE 



Wooden 

Sheds 


Y Open 7 Days a Week 

Y Old Buildings Removed 

Y Base Laying Service 

Y Asbestos Disposal 

Y Free Quotations 


Concrete 

Garages 



Log Cabins 

& Garden Rooms 


VIEW 

ONLINE 





CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Prices from gejivery Dejjvered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

Single Garage r*-| 
16ft x 8ft E- ■ 


Fitted prices from 


Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


£3099 


7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 verandah 
8ft x 8ft £789 Verandah 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 

















Payments process is so degrading 


OH, how I agree with the gentleman who 
wrote about his wife regarding PIP (Per¬ 
sonal Independence Payment) and Capita, 
I think he was from Dudley. I worked for 40 
years in factories on heavy press works, all 
I got for it was a very painful and crippling 
bone disease (amongst other illnesses). 

I was allowed Disability Living Allowance 
after doctors and eventually a court to get 
it. I’m attending three consultants, I’ve 
been to every orthopaedic surgeon there is, 
tried various treatments, toe amputated, 
plates and steel pins in feet, spine is collaps¬ 
ing, then along comes PIP. 

The ‘assessors’ for Capita are not medical 


people. You are asked stupid and degrading 
questions. I kept in touch with two people 
I met in hospital, one has MS, one had a 
stroke, we all three attended different as¬ 
sessment centres to get PIP when we re¬ 
ceived our claims, we all scored the same 
(no points) we all lost money. 

If you can peel a carrot, or wipe your own 
backside, you won’t get it (these are two 
questions I was asked). I don’t own a car, 
never had a holiday, I’m 64. Without help 
from my partner, two caring friends, neigh¬ 
bours, I don’t know how I would survive. 
MARGARET BROTHWOOD 
Tipton 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


Sandwell Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 


sandwell.chronicle@ 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors as soon as we 
can. The Chronicles adhere to the Editors’ Code of Practice, 
which can be seen at www.ipso.co.uk. If you are unhappy with 
the accuracy of a story, write to The Editor, Chronicles, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES 

Move for resomator 
put in the firing line 


Sturgeon 
is in it just 
for herself 

I BELIEVE we are faced 
with a serious and direct 
threat to our democracy 
from within our own bor¬ 
ders. 

Not terrorists or bombers 
but a poisonous power-seek¬ 
ing woman, namely Nicola 
Sturgeon. The first Minis¬ 
ter of Scotland and leader of 
the SNP, despite losing the 
first Scottish referendum 
in 2014, has campaigned 
persistently for another 
referendum. It’s a bit like 
I don’t like the result so I’ll 
keep asking for a vote until 
I get what I want! 

She uses Brexit as the 
reason why the Scots must 
have independence, yet as 
soon as they leave the union 
they as a new state would 
have to apply to join the EU 
thus they would not be in it 
from day one anyway! 

The real core of Stur¬ 
geon’s rush to climb the 
greasy pole of power is to 
become Scotland’s most 
powerful woman. She has 
become a modern day Wil¬ 
liam Wallace. 

SHAUN HARRISON 

West Bromwich 


THE planning officers of 
Sandwell Council have en¬ 
acted the introduction of 
new cremation processes 
without any consultation 
with the general public. 

Describing it as cremation 
itself is a serious misnomer. 

The word refers to the 
disintegration of a corpse 
by the use of fire, not by 
dissolving it with solvents 
and could eventually come 
under the scrutiny of trade 
descriptions. 

Another aspect to this 
abhorrent procedure is the 
claim that it is eco-friendly. 


The carbon emissions from 
traditional cremation is but 
a fraction compared to all 
fossil-fuelled transport and 
electricity production. 

The chemicals used would 
have to be manufactured 
and then transported by 
road to the facility. 

Then the alkaline waste 
material would have to be 
PH adjusted using acid be¬ 
fore it can be released into 
the drainage system. All 
these different stages con¬ 
suming even more energy. 

D EVETTS 
West Bromwich 


Let England 
have a vote 

IN their recent independ¬ 
ence referendum, the people 
of Scotland voted to stay as 
part of the UK. In the re¬ 
cent Brexit referendum the 
people of the UK voted (col¬ 
lectively) to leave the EU. 

Yet it now seems the 
SNP don’t think the over¬ 
all result should apply to 
Scotland, because a ma¬ 
jority there voted remain. 
Using this argument should 
Northern Ireland, or for 
that matter London or New¬ 
castle say the result does not 
apply to them? 

Surely they are part of the 
UK or not they can’t have it 
both ways.If the SNP is se¬ 
rious about ending the UK 
union, perhaps they should 
campaign to get an English 
vote on whether we want 
to remain in a union with 
Scotland. 

I think this way Nicolas 
Sturgeon just may get the 
result she says she requires. 

ALAN J HUNT 

West Bromwich 

SNP’s policies 
ill-thought out 

FOR 20 years I’ve listened 
to the Scottish National 
Party argue the case for 
Scotland, and the more I’ve 
listened the more I begin 
to wonder exactly what the 
SNP is offering. 

Independence from West¬ 
minster only to chain them¬ 
selves to Brussels is hardly 
independence, and economic 
naivety would draw Scot¬ 
land into the euro and finan¬ 
cial disaster. Independence 
might sound a glamorous 
nationalistic ideal, but the 
reality is that without Brit¬ 
ain, Scotland will be just a 
staging post for migrants 
aiming for England. 

S T VAUGHAN 
Yardley Wood 



Interia 


APRIL 

SPECIAL OFFERS 


KITCHEN RENEW 

OR REPLACE 


RENEW 


We can save your costly cabinets and replace doors, or worktops, 
or both, creating a new look dream kitchen at a fraction of the cost 
EXTRA 20% OFF DOORS 
FREE SINK AND TAP 
FREE HANDLES 
FREE HOME SURVEY 


REPLACE 


Our experienced kitchen planners can offer fully installed kitchens, 
including tiling, electrics and plumbing, or offer a supply only 
service, all at realistic prices, using full 3D design service 
FREE INTEGRATED WASHER* 

FREE INTEGRATED DISHWASHER* 

FREE SINK AND TAP* 

FREE HOME SURVEY* 


1000s 

COLOURS — 
AND STYLES j 



RENOVATIONS 


BATH TO SHOWER CONVERSION I WALK IN BATH INSTALLATION 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


£ 1895 * 



SEE DISPLAYS IN STORE 


£ 2995 * 


COMFORT HIGH SEAT TOILETS 


A toilet with a couple of extra inches of 
height makes all the difference, Large choice 
of discrete and stylish modern designs. 



1 Over 50 displays in store • Large showroom- free parking • Free no obligation survey 
1 Long established business • Quality installers 


POTTERS LANE, WEDNESBURY, 

REAR OF MECCA BINGO, WS10 7LH 
CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE SURVEY 0121 505 1132 



i aRGE 
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-__ B _ _ _ _ _ Established over 20 years 

Window Warehouse Ltd 


• Windows 
• Composite Doors 
• Porches 
• Patio Doors 

• Conservatories 

• Window & Door 

Repairs 

Fascias / Guttering 
• Building Work 

• Misted-up Units 
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97 Park Lane, Langley, Oldbury B69 4LP 

Website: www.window-warehouse.com Email: windowwarehouses@btconnect.com 
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 8 am-6 pm Sat 8am-1pm 

B — was —sbbb 
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Sandwell 

age uk 


Advice Sessions 

Age UK Sandwell will be at the following 
locations every other week from November 2016 
Call our office for details 


Thimblemill Library 

Monday 9.30am - 1.00pm 
Thimblemill Road, Smethwick, B67 5RJ 

Glebefields Library 

Tuesday - 9.30am - 1.00pm 
St Marks Road, Tipton, DY4 OSZ 

Wednesbury Library 

Wednesday- 9.30am- 1.00pm 
Walsall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 9EH 

Langley Library 

Monday 2.00pm - 5.00pm 
Barrs Street, Oldbury, B68 8QT 


Blackheath Library 

Wednesday - 2.00pm -5.00pm 

145 High Street, Blackheath, Rowley Regis, B65 OEA 

The Wesley Community Centre 

Thursday - 1.00pm - 3.00pm 
High Street, West Bromwich 

Information and advice available for anyone aged 50+ including 
benefit checks and access to Warm Home Discount project 


For more information call 

0121314 4526 

or visit www.ageuksandwell.org.uk 


V 




QlinJ.* 

Vertical blind Specialist 


f 5 Days i 
from Factory : 
' 1 toFitting\s 


| www.designa-blinds.com Tel: 0121 572 9713 Fabrics only Service available \ 


Conservatory/Dining Room/ Kitchen/ Lounge/Bedroom/Bathroom 
All blinds are made to measure direct from the factory 


Your Local Black Country Blinds Manufacturer 
Suitable for any room and environment 
4 / Light control in all situations 
4/ Huge selection of fabrics 

Child Safe - Cordless Systems Full Range of Fabrics 

Free Measure & quote | Fast Reliable Service | Competitive Pricing 

Visit our Factory Showroom: 

Albert Street, Oldbury, West Midlands B69 4DB 

Showrooms also at: • Bearwood Indoor Market 


Don’t be blinded by 
sunlight this spring. 



ICappel Wan 


APRIL SALE NOW ON 


Stripe carpets from £4.77 per sq metre 
All stock fitted within 24 hours 
Laminate flooring from £1 8 per pack 
1/invl from E4.77 per square metre 
Carpets bleach cleanable from £3-99 sq yard 
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Transit site for travellers 
plan backed by councillors 


COUNCILLORS have backed a plan to create a temporary 
transit site for travellers in Sandwell. The site in Smethwick 
would see groups pay £80 per caravan per week to pitch up 
for a short stay - plus a £250 deposit for each group. 

The idea was given the go-ahead at last Wednesday’s cabinet meeting and 
a full planning application will now be submitted. The transit site is a mul¬ 
ti-agency approach between Sandwell Council and West Midlands Police. 


And with it, police will be able to 
use previously unavailable powers to 
immediately remove unauthorised 
encampments from council land and 
order travellers to move to the transit 
site within an agreed time. 

The police strongly support the 
council creating a transit site. 

Groups who refuse to move to the 
transit site could be directed from the 
borough by the police and prevented 
from returning for three months. 

The council has dealt with more 
than 85 unauthorised encampments 
this financial year with the cost of 
clean-ups, site security, bailiffs and 
court costs adding up to more than 
£250,000 in 2016/17. Unauthorised 
encampments also take up large 
amounts of time for both the council 
and the police. 

Sandwell Council’s cabinet mem¬ 
ber for regeneration Councillor Paul 
Moore said: “By creating a transit 
site, the police can unlock additional 
legal powers to order an unauthorised 
encampment to relocate to the transit 
site. Our hope is that this would sig¬ 
nificantly reduce the amount of money 
the council spends on cleaning up after 
unauthorised encampments. 

“The transit site is one of several 
actions we’re taking to tackle the 
issue of trespassing on council land in 
Sandwell. We would be the only area 
in the West Midlands to be using these 


By David Banner 


special police powers. Last year, 30 
per cent of the unauthorised encamp¬ 
ments in the whole of the West Mid¬ 
lands were located in Sandwell. 

“Potentially, given we will have 
spent in excess of a quarter of a mil¬ 
lion pounds on dealing with them this 
financial year, the transit site could 
pay for itself very quickly. We need to 
reduce the amount of disruption and 
upset that unauthorised encampments 
cause for our communities.” 

The land identified for the transit 
site is derelict land off Boulton Road 
in Smethwick that used to have flats 
and maisonettes built on it before they 
were demolished 15 years ago. The site 
is isolated and not overlooked. 

The site would have room for up to 
34 caravans that would be charged 
£80 per week per caravan, plus a £250 
deposit for each group staying there. 
There would be strict rules in place on 
littering and behaviour. 

The compound would have security 
fencing and toilet and washing facili¬ 
ties in a converted shipping container. 
The cost of creating the site would 
be around £195,000. Ch Supt Rich¬ 
ard Baker from Sandwell Police said: 
“We fully support Sandwell Council’s 
approach of developing a transit site 
within the borough.” 


No its or butts for goat-breeding hopes 



Stockman Wayne Vale with Tom and Jerry, the rare breed Bagot goats at Forge Mill Farm 


FARMERS are busy working 
on a special breeding pro¬ 
gramme to increase a stock 
of rare goats. The farmers at 
Forge Mill Farm at Sandwell 
Valley hope that the pro¬ 
gramme will increase the 
stock in West Bromwich in 
order to preserve the breed. 

The black and white Bagot 
goats are part of a conserva¬ 
tion effort to increase their 
numbers as there are now 
fewer than 200 registered 
breeding females left. 

The council is helping 
with the scheme to breed the 
goats naturally and by arti¬ 
ficial insemination methods 
in a project run by the Rare 
Breeds Survival Trust. 

Melissa Underwood-Gratt- 
age, working farm manager 
at Sandwell Valley, said the 
Bagot goats are owned by 
the RBST and in the care of 
Sandwell staff to care for as 
an approved farm park. 

Farmers helped with the 
work during a month-long 
fertility programme. She 
said: “We have also success¬ 
fully bred the other four 
nanny goats and the first of 
them gave birth on February 
28. The offspring from these 
goats will form part of our 
breeding stock here at the 
country park.” 


Tech suites 
on the way 
to libraries 

NEW ‘tech suites’ - with iPads, vir¬ 
tual reality headsets, robotics and 3D 
printing - are coming to a library in 
each of Sandwell’s six towns following 
a boost from Arts Council England. 

Sandwell Council successfully bid 
for £85,840 to develop the suites at 
Oldbury, Blackheath, Tipton, Smeth¬ 
wick, Wednesbury and West Brom¬ 
wich Central libraries. 

Councillor Richard Marshall, 
Sandwell Council’s cabinet member 
for leisure, said: “This is fantastic 
news. Our libraries are already thriv¬ 
ing community hubs and this money 
from Arts Council England will help 
us develop ‘tech suites’ at our six 
main town libraries. 

“Bidding for this funding was very 
competitive and it is testament to the 
great work our libraries are already 
doing that Sandwell’s bid was success¬ 
ful. Thanks to this grant, we will be 
able to use iPads to offer IT training 
to Sandwell residents, including those 
who may not feel confident online or 
don’t have access to the internet. 

“We will be able to show them how 
to use iPads and set up a My Sand well 
account where they can report prob¬ 
lems, pay bills and request services 
from the council online 24/7. 

“We will also be getting lots of great 
tech that children and young people 
will love.” 

Directory of care 
services published 

AN updated Birmingham Care Ser¬ 
vices Directory has been published for 
2017 in association with Birmingham 
City Council. 

It gives readers crucial information 
on how to access, and pay for, care 
services throughout Birmingham. 

For a free copy call 0121 303 1234 
or email stake holderengagement@ 
birmingham .gov.uk 



SALE 


Hlili] IfcfoOfy I Mtj fl&fr Services now available 

^r>7T7?yTX| 3 TT! f^ to restore all your uPVC 


Porches^ Fascias 


products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




No deposits or stage payments, 
you only pay when the installation 
has been completed 


Visit one of the largest 
conservatory and window 


Supplied & Fitted... 
across the Midlands 


Repair Service 
Available 


shrowrooms in the UK 


m 


Mi 


Replace the existing roof on 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the ^m JsSPMluctsu 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON APRIL INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 




Blackheath 
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Julie honoured for 
glittering career 



Smethwick-born Julie Walters, 67, got the lifetime 
achievement award from the Royal Television Society 

BLACK Country star Julie Walters has been honoured 
with a lifetime achievement award by the Royal Television 
Society. 

The Harry Potter and Educating Rita actress picked up 
the award at a ceremony in central London on Tuesday 
night. 

It recognised the Smethwick-born star’s career across 
film and television genres that has already spanned more 
than 40 years. 

The 67-year-old joked that it was the ‘old people’s award’, 
before adding: “It’s absolutely gorgeous, I’m thrilled. 

“I always get excited at things like this, being surrounded 
by people I know, I’m like a Jack Russell dog.” 

Her busy timetable this year includes work on the new 
Mary Poppins film, a second Paddington movie and a docu¬ 
mentary on train lines around Britain’s coastlines. 

She dismissed rumours that she had her eye on a role in 
Coronation Street, but confessed she loved watching the 
ITV soap. 


Brantano 
collapse 
puts 1000 
jobs at risk 


FOOTWEAR retailer Brantano has collapsed 
into administration, putting more than a 
thousand jobs at risk. 

It operates around a dozen branches across the 
West Midlands that could now be under threat. 
The group, owned by private equity firm Alteri, has 
struggled following the Brexit-induced collapse in 


the value of the pound. 

It has also experienced 
difficult trading conditions. 

The falling pound has 
made it more expensive for 
retailers to import goods 
such as shoes from abroad. 

Administrator PwC 
said redundancies would 
be ‘inevitable’. Brantano 
operates 73 stores and 64 
concessions across Britain, 
employing 1,086 staff. Lo¬ 
cally the chain has branches 
at the Crown Wharf Shop¬ 
ping Park in Walsall, and 
the Oldbury Green Retail 
Park. There are also outlets 
in several garden centres in 
the region. 

PwC said that despite 
“sustained efforts and 
streamlining” to make the 
business more commercially 
viable a attempt to sell 
Brantano had been unsuc¬ 
cessful. As a result, the firm 
has been placed into admin- 


By Simon Penfold 

istration. Tony Barrell, lead 
administrator at PwC, said: 
“Despite significant im¬ 
provements in the business 
and reductions in the cost 
base, trading has continued 
to suffer in a depressed and 
competitive footwear mar¬ 
ket.” 

PwC will continue to 
trade the business while ‘as¬ 
sessing the trading strategy 
and any interest in parts of 
the business over the com¬ 
ing days and weeks’. It has 
been reported Shoe Zone 
and Edinburgh Woollen 
Mill, the retail group run by 
the billionaire Philip Day, 
have expressed an interest 
in parts of the business. 

Brantano was originally 
founded in Belgium in 1953 
and expanded into the UK 
by buying 47 Shoe City 
shops in 1998. 


ADVERTORIAL 


Has Your Double 
Glazing Steamed Up? 


Established for over a decade 
Cloudy2Clear windows have 
become a leading company 
for glass replacement. Issues 
with double glazing can 
often be gradual and may 
only be noticed during a 
clear sunny day or during 
the winter. A failed glass unit 
may no longer provide you 
with the protection you need 
or be energy efficient. Why 
not spend a few minutes 
checking your home to see if 
you have any failed double 
glazing? If you act now you 
can avoid these problems. 

Now, you may think you 
need to replace the whole 


window including the frames 
and all the hardware, however 
Cloudy2Clear have come up 
with a simple and cost saving 
solution... Just replace the 
glass!! 

If you see condensation 
in your windows just visit 
our website or give us a 
call on 0800 61 21118. We 
will send out our highly 
experienced engineers for a 
free no obligation quote. A 
Cloudy2Clear quote takes 
on average no longer than 
20 minutes. Once the quote is 
completed, we will sit down with 
you and explain the problem 
and tell you how we can fix 


it. With years of experience 
Cloudy2Clear have a wealth of 
knowledge and are recognised 
as a Which Trusted Trader, 
plus our work is backed by 
an industry leading 25 year 
guarantee. Cloudy2Clear also 
replace faulty locks handles 
and hinges on all windows and 
doors. 

Your friendly local 
Cloudy2Clear specialist 
is James Stanley and 
he services Walsall and 
surrounding areas. 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give James a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21118. 


Cloudy2Clear 
GUARANTEE All 
Customers That An 
Average Quote Will 
Take No Longer Than 
20 MINS!!! 
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buysofasdirect.co.u 


25% OFF 





ALL BEDROOM 


m 


SPECIAL I MASSIVE SAVINGS ON 
■■■ FABRIC SUITES AND 

Elizabeth or 1 LEATHER RECUNERS 

Seasons Chair 

Only £199 


(Limited Time Only) 


Four Seasons Crimson Corner 


Essex 



Macall 


• 35 years Experience ► Vast Range of Fabrics & Colours * Quick Delivery To view Our full ranqe please visit 0% FINANCE INTEREST FREE 

Oak Furniture Warehouse 9 Mattresses from £49 • Corner Groups • Sofa Beds ■ , .. ■ niviiirruiv rnirur 

• Uft and Rise Chairs • Tailor-made to suit individual requirements WWW.buySOfasdireCt.CO.uk PAY WEEKLY SCHEME 


Sedgley Road West, Tipton DY4 8DQ 14-16 Trident Centre, Dudley (next to B&M) Marlow Street, Rowley Regis B65 OAY 

0121 557 7171 01384 252453 0121 561 5386 (J 
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CARD 

MEMBERSHIP 


it 

! 

UNLIMITED 

GYM FITNESS 

_ CLASSES 

SWIMMING 


We have over 50 local corporate companies including Dudley MBC, 
Sandwell MBC, Sainsburys, Tesco, Asda, Morrisons. 

If you work here you are eligiable for the discount! 



See the website for the full list! 


One Card Membership 
Just £22.80 per month 


• 9 Leisure Centres 

• 10 Swimming pools plus 
hydrotherapy pool 


• 9 Gyms for all abilities & goals 

• Inclusive support & exercise 
programmes 

• Over 300 fitness classes every week 

• Sauna & Steam 


cjmttTVOtH* 



H t B E 


For more information on how to get your company on board email our Membership Manager 
Lisa Richards 0121 521 4429 orlisa.richards@slt-leisure.co.uk 


JOIN TODAY: www.slt-leisure.co.uk/memberships 

■ Zl Sandwell 

AwaiO vwmry auppufting SartCfcreM'6 acorectrd * , n . -rn- r— 
















Korea war veteran found 
his future wife at party 



The happy couple seen in 1957 Len and Doreen 60 years on 

Jobs and homes on way 


A KOREAN war veteran has 
described how he met his 
wife of 60 years at a party, 
shortly after returning home 
from the conflict. 

Len Flavell related how he im¬ 
mediately knew he had found his 
other half Doreen at a friend’s 
party, and 12 months later the 
pair were married on March 23, 
1957. 

Len, 81, said: “I was invited to a 
party by friends, and it was there 
that I met my future wife. I knew in¬ 
stantly.” 

Their wedding at the former St Mar¬ 
tin’s Church in Tipton was followed by 
a honeymoon in Torquay. 

After leaving the Army where he 
served with the culinary corps, Len 
went on to work as a carpenter and 
joiner, before going into management 
at Dudley Council until his retirement. 

His wife Doreen, now 79, was em¬ 
ployed at bedmaking company Vono. 

Len said: “She is very beautiful and 
caring and loving.” 

The couple have three children, Sha¬ 
ron, Tracey, Nick. They also have two 
grandchildren, Chris and Lucy. 

They live on Acacia Drive in Cose- 
ley, and are very much involved in 
the community, particularly through 
Len’s role as chairman of the British 
Korean Veterans Association. 

Back in 2015, 62 years after the end 
of the Korean War, a plea by Len saw 
South Korean Peace Medals finally 
presented to 19 veterans from the re¬ 
gion. 

Len has himself also returned to 
the country as part of a trip organised 
through the veterans’ association. He 
said: “It is an absolutely marvellous 
country.” 

To mark the occasion, the pair went 
away to Newquay, and had a party 
with around 82 friends and family. 


THOUSANDS of jobs and homes will 
be created as part of a new £53 million 
scheme to revamp former industrial 
sites in the Black Country. 

The cash will be available over the 
next four years to deliver 1,600 new 
houses and 126,000 sq m of new com¬ 
mercial floor space across the region. 
It will create 1,800 new jobs. Dozens 
of brownfield sites will be decontam¬ 
inated and brought back into use as 
part of the Land Funds scheme. 

Bosses at the Black Country Local 


Enterprise Partnership (LEP) said it 
would free up more land for develop¬ 
ment and housing and could lead to 
additional investment of £9 7m. 

The funding has been pledged fol¬ 
lowing a successful bid from the LEP 
to the West Midlands Combined Au¬ 
thority (WMCA), which has earmarked 
£342m worth of schemes including the 
Black Country Garden City project. 

LEP board member Ninder Johal 
said: “It signals a bright future for the 
Black Country.” 



SINCE 20( 


\ Excludes Hand Painted/ 

~ *When you buy 

6 or more Doors 


Old Kit chens 

MadelNEW 


w 


Spring Offers Now o 


Over 40 Styles & Colours 


10800108817044 ] 


Made to Size Doors New Worktops New Handles New Appliances M ew Look! 


Call FREE today: 0800 088 7044 
email: info@iudk.co.uk 


iudk.co.uk> 


BROCHURE 

For 

201X 


Showroom: Unit 3 
Wordsley Green ShoppinaCentre 
Stourbridge DY8 SPD 
01384 660065 


>rs i 


±2 More 


Opening Times 

Monday to Friday 
10am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 10 - 4pm 
Closed Sunday 
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• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Spring 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


INUTEN 

FRONT DOOR 

in WHITE 


From Only 


(IIP 

r 

...Including 


fitting! 



...Including 
fitting AND VAT! 


• Misted Units 
Replaced 

• Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 





It to be 


Your local well established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONELINES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 





FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 


rvi /vn r>r\ 
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Reader 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


L Your chronicle 

in association with 

Iffr/IERA 

^^JfTRAVEL 



7 days 
from only 

£499 PP 


CLASSICAL SPAIN 

SEVILLE, CORDOBA & GRANADA 

Selected departures up to November 2017 

Andalucfa is one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, where the excesses of modern life do not seem to have taken 
root and travellers are welcomed as honoured guests. Immortalised by the writings of Ernest Hemingway and beloved by 
Orson Welles, it is the Spain of Carmen, Figaro and Flamenco. Rich with the legacies of the Moors and Romans, its charm 
and serenity will captivate you. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights to Malaga from a selection of regional airports 

• Six nights at excellent quality, centrally located three and four-star hotels, with breakfast 

• Experience unspoiled Andalucfa, home of Flamenco and perhaps the most traditionally Spanish of regions 

• Guided tour of Seville - city of the Conquistadors, with an amazing cathedral - burial place of Christopher Columbus 

• Guided tour of Granada's stunning Alhambra, one of Europe's most sensual and romantic palace and fortresses 

• Visit to Cordoba, with a guided tour of the Mezquita probably the most beautiful Mosque ever constructed 

• Visit to medieval Ronda - one of Spain's most spectacularly situated cities 

• Your Riviera Travel tour manager will bring these sights to life 

• New! Sample traditional and delicious tapas in Seville 

Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire DEM 1SP and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 ATOL 3430 
protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Additional entrance costs may apply. 
Price correct as of 21 -3-17. 


To request a FREE brochure, call: 01283 245211 
or visit: www.wlsriviera.co.uk 


Course is in safe hands 
with kick-off at academy 


A NEW summer goalkeep¬ 
ing course is on the way at 
a special academy based in 
Oldbury. 

The Goalkeeper Development 
Scheme (GDS) also has centres in 
Dudley and West Bromwich. 

GDS offers a wealth of coaching 
experience of over 20 years at profes¬ 
sional clubs such as Walsall FC, Bir¬ 
mingham City and also at grassroots 
level and is headed up by UEFA B Li¬ 
cenced coach Dave Woodhall and his 
team of coaches. 

It has a three tier coaching system 
developing young goalkeepers but also 
works in conjunction with parents 
with a unique coach education pro¬ 
gramme for those who wish to help 
develop their own children but also 
want to work alongside the scheme as 
coaches. 

One of the parents who has gone on 
to become a coach, Mich Hughes, said: 
“After taking my son week after week 
I was asked to join the coaching team 
which I accepted and haven’t looked 
back since. The level of training and 
guidance is staggering. I have seen 
many young goalkeepers start and 
then progress into well-rounded and 
quality ‘number Is’ which any team 
would be proud to have.” 

There is an agreement with Tividale 
football club to run the course for 
young keepers, aged six to adult from 
Tuesday May 2, 2017. 

This course will be run in conjunc¬ 
tion with parent coaching courses. 
For more details about this course 
and our other centre’s please ring 
Dave on 07507 892274, Caz Wells on 
07787192273 or check out our website 
www.goalkeeperdevelopment.co.uk 

Dave is also on the panel of the new¬ 
ly-formed Parents Football Alliance 
set up by Mel Eves to protect young 
players and give expert advice to par¬ 
ents. 



Dave Woodhall, formerly of the Blues and Saddlers, seen during a coaching session 


99p Stores are no more 


POUNDLAND has put the old 99p 
Stores business into administration 
after closing around 60 stores. 

The Willenhall-based £l-for- 
everything business bought the rival 
budget chain in a £55 million deal 18 
months ago. 

Most of the 250 99p Stores have 
been converted to Poundlands but 60 
stores were left over. They were all 
closed down in the first three months 
of this year and nearly all the staff 
have transferred to nearby Pound- 


land branches. The separate 99p 
Stores company has now been placed 
in administration with Alix Partners, 
which will handle the company and its 
liabilities. 

The 99p Stores takeover was de¬ 
layed for months by a competition 
watchdog investigation that finally 
found no cause for concern. But the 
hang-up resulted in substantial ad¬ 
ditional costs for Poundland when it 
came to absorbing the business and 
converting its shops. 


ONLY £9.99 


** 



Spring into some 
extra cash! 


SELL YOUR UNWANTED ITEMS 
TOTALLY HASSLE FREE 


✓ No hidden costs 

✓ Buyer collects 

✓ No postage or returns 

✓ Local sellers to local people 
t/ It's that simple!! 




Call us on 01902 317878 

or book online at bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


** Private advertisers only M m aJR 

No pets, livestock, property or personals j& i jbbllMlsPCM i Q : * 
































Rep members toast revamp success 



Oldbury Repertory Players chairman, Chris Smith with box office managers Margaret Upton, left, and Sally Worley 

OLDBURY Rep has just completed a total refurbishment Fund to cover a substantial part of the cost with the bal- 
of its theatre’s box office and foyer. The Barlow Theatre’s ance coming from our own theatre funds.” 
new look includes a safety screen with additional computer Oldbury Rep stages six main house shows per year and 

point of sale and a new programme area - all with improved has regular film presentations in its 173-seat auditorium 
lighting, new doors, carpets and complete redecoration. together with shows in its studio theatre. 

Chairman, Chris Smith said “Oldbury Rep is always Its next production is the classic thriller, ‘Sleuth’ by 
looking for ways to improve its facilities and service. We Anthony Shaffer, which runs from May 6 to 13. For more 
felt that our foyer and box office needed a facelift and it was details on Oldbury Rep, log onto www.oldburyrep.org or 
decided to invest £15,000 to refurbish the area. contact the box office 0121 552 2761 on any evening 7-9pm 

“We were able to secure a grant from The Big Lottery when a production is on or on Monday evening 7.30 to 9pm. 


Cancer survivor in ride 


A CANCER survivor is swap¬ 
ping big business for bikes 
by taking on a 100-mile cy¬ 
cling challenge to raise funds 
for a world-class blood can¬ 
cer centre in the Midlands. 

Birmingham PR director, Paul 
Skipp, who is recovering from life¬ 
saving treatment, is taking part in 
the Velo Birmingham. 


The ride takes place on September 
4, passing through the Black Country 
and has sold out of general entries but 
Cure Leukaemia still has places avail¬ 
able for £40. The blood cancer charity 
is set to have an 800-strong team for 
the event, which takes place in blood 
cancer awareness month. 

A number of famous faces have 
already signed up for the cause, in¬ 
cluding former England and Wolves 
footballer Geoff Thomas and West 


Bromwich Albion goalkeeper Ben Fos¬ 
ter. They and Mr Skipp, aged 53, are 
supporting the £3.2 million expansion 
of the Centre for Clinical Haematology 
(CCH) at the Queen Elizabeth Hospi¬ 
tal, which is leading the global fight 
against all forms of blood cancer. 

Cure Leukaemia has made a com¬ 
mitment to raising an additional £1 
million in 2017. 

You can donate by visiting www. 
justgiving.com/Paul-Skipp 



WANTED 


Abandoned faithful 
companion seeks loving 
new home. Happy 
disposition despite 
neglect. Just wants to 
give love and be loved. 


can 

0121 643 5211 


We have many dogs desperate for new homes. 
Please feel free to visit our centre or log onto our website. 

www.birminghamdogshome.prg.uk 

If you cannot rahomoyrm can h.lp u with donations ot spociaorship 

nes Lane 


Cath erine-De-Barnes Lane , Catherine-De-Barnes, Solihull. B 62 ODJ 


Advertisement 

BTF Cleaning Services is celebrating its 17th 
year in business, and are experts 
in external cleaning and maintenance. 


W e specialise in cleaning, sealing, 
recoloring, sanding and weed killing 
driveways, patios and tiled roofs! 

We also offer a professional chemical deep 
clean of all UPVC products including, 
conservatories (inside and out), Gutters, 
Fascia’s, Soffits, window frames, and 
porches. Our team of experts are trained to 
tackle and revive the most dirty and worn 
UPVC products. 

For our driveway service we use the latest 
rotary jet washing equipment to deep clean a 
variety of driveway and patio surfaces, such 
as block paving, tarmac and concrete and 
tiled roofs. 

The hi-tech equipment we use cleans 
surfaces much quicker and more efficiently 
than the traditional jet wash thus keeping 
excess spray and dirt to an absolute 
minimum. Our cleaning equipment removes 
weeds, moss, surface grime and algae and 
restores surfaces to new. 

All driveways are treated with weed killer 
before jet washing takes place and are 
re-sanded after cleaning, if requested, with 
kiln dried sand. 


We also offer a re-sealing and recoloring 
service which helps protect the surface 
further and for longer and prevents weeds 
from growing back as quickly and brings 
back that nearly new look. 

We also have a dedicated team of cleaners 
who specialise in the cleaning of all UPVC 
products including: 

• Conservatories (inside and out) 

• Guttering (inside and out) 

• Fascias and Soffits 

• Window Frames and Sills 

• Orangeries 

• Porches/Doors 

The weather causes much of the problems for 
UPVC, discolouring it and leaving deposits of 
algae. Guttering becomes blocked because 
of leaves and moss and causes rainwater to 
overflow. 

Our team clean all UPVC products using 
the latest specialist cleaning agents which 
removes all ingrained dirt bringing back to 
life any dull or faded UPVC and restoring it 
to look like new. 

Request a call back now and receive a 
free no obligation quotation. 

DEAL WITH THE OWNER DIRECT, 

NO SALES REPS! 


For all of your external 
cleaning requirements, 
call the experts at 
BTF Cleaning Services!! 

Call 

01384 568345 




SPRING1IS 




NEED'ASPRING 


$'! ifif . 


At BTF we specialise in the external cleaning of properties. 
Our team of experts are trained to tackle and revive the 
most dirty and worn of driveways, patios, tiled roofs 
and UPVC products. Based in Halesowen we offer a 
professional, friendly and efficient service, with thousands 
of satisfied customers across the West Midlands. 


✓ Driveway and Patio cleaning 
✓ Driveway Sealing and Recolouring 
UPVC Guttering, Fascia and Soffits, washed & cleaned 
* Conservatories and Orangeries cleaned (inside & out) 
✓ Tiled roofs washed and cleaned 


and ciaar.~Z nea 


For all of your external cleaning requirements, 


call the experts at BTF Cleaning Services!! 


T) www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk ^ 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: Ol 384 568345 
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Your Chronicle 


in association with 


^ Hand picked holidays with you in mind 

Return coach travel from Brownhills, Dudley, 
Walsall, West Bromwich and Wolverhampton* 


LONDON 
SUMMER DAYS 



Departing Monday 21 August 2017 


Price Includes... 


Quote Code: DUX793 


✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Tower Guoman hotel 
with full English breakfast 

✓ Included excursion to Windsor 

✓ Lots of free time in London 


Optional excursion to Hampton Court Palace 
& Richmond (£19pp extra) 


5 days, by coach 

£399s5pp 


only 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £200pp. Subject to availability. 


Castles & Gardens of 



Price Includes... 

✓ 4 nights at the 4 star Mercure Maidstone 
Great Danes hotel with 3-course dinner and 
full English breakfast 

✓ Visits, with admission, to Sissinghurst Castle 
Garden, Great Dixter House and Garden, 
Hever Castle and Gardens, and Leeds Castle 

✓ Free time in Royal Tunbridge Wells and a 
stop in either Cambridge or Oxford 

5 days, by coach 

£399 .95pp 


View product online at 

www.omega-holidays.com 


Single room supplements £100pp. Subject to availability. 
’Please note: not all pickups are available on all breaks. 


For more information or to book, please call: 

01902 902165 


Organised by Omega Holidays pic, 
ABTAV4782. 


OPENING TIMES: 
MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 
SUN 10.00-16.00 


If the shoe fits, wear it, 
for taring nurse Nikki 


WHEN nurse Nikki Plume no¬ 
ticed that a homeless patient 
was about to leave the hospi¬ 
tal without any shoes on, she 
didn’t hesitate in helping him. 

She picked up the phone to her 
brother and asked him to bring a 
pair of trainers to Sandwell Hos¬ 
pital, where she works, to make 
sure the man had footwear. 

For Nikki, a senior nurse at the 
West Bromwich-based hospital’s Acute 
Medicine Unit (AMU), it was her way 
of making a difference. 

She explained: “I knew it wasn’t a 
big thing, but if the shoes kept him 
warm, I felt I had done something 
good for him. 

“I love caring for people and I just 
cannot stand doing nothing to help 
them.” 

Always making a difference is what 
drives Nikki at work. 

“AMU is a fast-paced environment 
and you can see how quickly the pa¬ 
tients recover,” she said. 

Satisfying 

“When I begin my shift, we see some 
very poorly people. But as the day pro¬ 
gresses, I can see them improve and 
that makes me feel very happy. It’s a 
very satisfying job.” 

Nikki is seen as a rising star at 
Sandwell and West Birmingham Hos¬ 
pitals NHS Trust. 

Within two years of working at the 
Trust, she has been promoted from 
junior to senior level thanks to her 
exceptional dedication to patient care. 

Her duties include overseeing the 
unit and ensuring patients receive the 
appropriate care. 

She is also working hard to finish 
her nursing degree. 

She said: “I enjoy learning and gain¬ 
ing more skills in caring for patients. 
My ambition is to continue improving, 


NHS HEROES 


ONCE again we 
focus some of our 
time on the quiet 
heroes of the NHS, 
from a wide varie¬ 
ty of backgrounds 
doing a wide variety 
of jobs. 

Sandwell and 
West Birmingham 
Hospitals NHS Trust 
is one of the Black 
Country’s largest 
NHS organisations. 

It employs 7,500 
people, many of 
whom live locally. 

Last year, the trust 
provides care from 
150 locations. 

This week we 
highlight: 

NIKKI PLUME 

Senior Nurse on 
AMU 



so that patients can receive better care 
when they are in the hospital.” 

Nikki, from Birmingham, began 
her nursing career after following her 
teacher’s advice. 

“When I was at school, I talked quite 
a lot and my teacher said I might like 
becoming a nurse,” she recalled. 

“I took that idea very seriously and I 
have never looked back since. 

“I love caring for people just like 
how I care for my family. 

“I was trained at Sandwell Hospi¬ 
tal as well, so it was great to get a job 


here. My team has been very support¬ 
ive and I feel so lucky to have them 
beside me.” 

It’s no surprise to learn that Nikki’s 
very own hero is one of her colleagues, 
Julie Atkins, who works on the inten¬ 
sive care unit. 

“She is kind, caring and knowledge¬ 
able,” added Nikki, who is planning to 
marry later this year. 

“She always goes that extra mile for 
patients. I always look up to her and 
I am forever grateful for the support 
that she has given me.” 


CHRONICLE 



MORE 

PEOPLE 


With over 440,000 potential customers 
every week, you can be sure to reach 
your target audience at anytime. 


CANNOCK 

71,517 



The Chronicle offers an unrivalled platform to reach local customers. 

To find out how our advertising sales team can help your business call 01902 313131. 


SOURCE: JICREG 31.10.2016 



































Sikh women 
spotlight is 
championed 

A SANDWELL councillor, who was 
named among the most inspirational 
Sikh woman in the UK, is backing a 
campaign championing women of the 
same faith. 

Following the success of #350sikh- 
women in January, the Sikh Network 
is now highlighting Sikh women from 
across the globe, putting the spotlight 
on one Sikh woman each day for the 
next 350 days. 

The Sikh Network launched the 
#350sikhwomen campaign, which 
started by celebrating Sikh women 
in history, before going on to recog¬ 
nise Sikh women in the UK in differ¬ 
ent fields including charity, politics, 
media, and entertainment. 

Sikh women took to the stage to 
share their inspiring stories and cele¬ 
brate their achievements with diverse 
audiences, and the campaign gained 
such traction that there were calls 
from across the globe, particularly 
from India and the US to also give 
focus to women outside the UK. 

Sandwell councillor Preet Kaur 
Gill, Sikh Network adviser, said: “We 
firmly believe that we have a core re¬ 
sponsibility to champion Sikh women 
internationally. ” 

Follow the campaign on Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram, and nom¬ 
inate women by contacting the Sikh 
Network directly via www.thesikhnet- 
work.com 


Speed limit due 
during roadworks 

A TEMPORARY lOmph speed limit 
with be in place on Birmingham New 
Road until April 7. 

The speed limit will be in place be¬ 
tween Pickrell Road and Shaw Road 
to allow for resurfacing work to be 
carried out. 

The temporary restriction will 
allow resurfacing work to be carried 
out. The work is being undertaken as 
part of the ongoing junction improve¬ 
ment work being carried out. 


Display on war hero Bill 
Savage to tie in with 75th 


Museums springing into action 


SANDWELL museums open their 
doors to visitors again from Saturday 
with a great programme of events, ex¬ 
hibitions, family activities and school 
holiday fun throughout the year. 

After a winter of deep cleaning, dec¬ 
orating, working on displays, organis¬ 
ing and planning, Sandwell museums 
staff are all set for the new season. 

Regular groups and pre-booked vis¬ 
its and activities have continued at 
museums during the winter months, 
but April is the month things really 
get going again. 

As well as the varied programme, 
there are regular activities and groups 
for all ages to get involved with. 

Entrance is free but there may be a 
small charge for some of the activities 
on offer. 


Exhibition 

Following the winter work, one of 
the rooms at Oak House, West Bro¬ 
mwich, is now a parlour again, as 
inventories show it was in the 1680s 
complete with a bed for guests. 

There’s a new exhibition of clothes 
from the 1950s, ‘60s and ‘70s at 
Wednesbury Museum and Art Gal¬ 
lery, along with some lovely photos of 
Sandwell high streets down the years. 

Meanwhile at Haden Hill House, 
Cradley Heath, the library has had a 
makeover. 

For more details and to find out 
what great activities are on offer for 
all ages, go to www.sandwell.gov.uk/ 
joininmuseums, follow @sandwellmu- 
seums on Twitter or like the ‘Sandwell 
Museums’ Facebook page. 



Alison Hyatt and Jane Hanney all set for the start of the new season 


A SPECIAL display to mark the 75th anniversary of a major 
Second World War operation has been set up at Smethwick 
Library to commemorate the event and a brave local ser¬ 
viceman who was awarded the Victoria Cross. 

Able Seaman Bill Savage was awarded the Victoria Cross for his 
courage during Operation Chariot, a raid on the French port of St 
Nazaire where German warships were repaired during the occupation 


of France. 

Sandwell Council is marking the 
anniversary with a special artwork 
display to remember again the re¬ 
markable story of Bill Savage who died 
at his gun after his show of valour. 

The display at Smethwick Library 
in High Street started its run on Tues¬ 
day, which was the actual anniversary 
of Bill Savage’s heroic actions. The li¬ 
brary is open Mondays and Tuesdays 
10am-5.30pm, Wednesdays to Fridays 
10am-5pm, Saturdays 10am-4pm and 
Sundays 12noon-4pm. 

Bill, who was born in the Cape H ill 
area, was working at Cape Hill Brew¬ 
ery when he volunteered for military 
service and joined the Royal Navy. 

Destroy 

In March 1942, he was the forward 
gunlayer in charge of the main gun on 
one of a small fleet of wooden gunboats 
alongside HMS Campbeltown that set 
out to attack and destroy the port. 

Bill was highly-praised for his firing 
of the gun which led to enemy fire be¬ 
coming ineffective and silenced. 

His bravery led to him being post¬ 
humously being awarded the Victoria 
Cross, the highest award for valour for 
soldiers in the Second World War. 

His citation recalls his “great gal¬ 
lantry, skill and devotion” to duty, and 
records that he kept up the same vig¬ 
orous and accurate fire against attack¬ 
ing ships until he was killed at his gun. 

The citation records that the Victo- 



Hero - Able Seaman Bill Savage 


ria Cross was awarded in recognition 
not only of the gallantry and devotion 
to duty of Bill, but also the valour 
shown by many other unnamed ser¬ 
vicemen. 

His Victoria Cross and other medals 
are now looked after by the National 
Maritime Museum in Greenwich. 

Mayor of Sandwell Councillor Julie 
Webb said: “It’s important to remem¬ 
ber the brave actions of Bill Savage 
VC, and those of other unnamed ser¬ 
vicemen, 75 years on from the raid on 
St Nazaire. This display at Smethwick 
Library gives local people - including 
children and young people - the op¬ 
portunity to hear Bill’s story.” 


CITY CENTRE FURNITURE STURE CLOSES FUR REFURR 


interiors, n •, * FURTHER REDUCTIONS NOW ON 
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M6 delays 
'eased by 
teamwork' 
says chief 


POTENTIALLY ‘nightmare’ delays on the 
M6 were prevented thanks to improved 
joint-working by agencies, according to the 
region’s Police and Crime Commissioner. 

There were a series of crashes and break-downs 
on March 13, affecting thousands of drivers. They 
included a crash involving a lorry and two cars. 


The incident took place 
between Junction 7 (for the 
A34) and Junction 6 (for 
Birmingham) after which 
the vehicles were dragged 
into lane four to get traffic 
moving again. 

Two lanes were reopened 
within 40 minutes of the 
crash and all four were re¬ 
open within three hours. 
Shortly after, a lorry carry¬ 
ing toilet paper caught on 
fire on the northbound car¬ 
riageway near Castle Brom¬ 
wich. 

All lanes were reopened 
within five hours and there 
were no injuries. 

West Midlands Police 
and Crime Commissioner, 
David Jamieson, said: “We 
all know the M6 can be a 
nightmare but this faster 
way of working following my 
summits is improving things 
massively. I’d like to thank 
CPMG, Highways England 


Report by Robert Cox 

and all of the emergency ser¬ 
vices for their exceptional 
efforts.” 

The other incidents on 
March 13 included a bro¬ 
ken-down coach on the 
southbound carriageway 
near Wednesbury; a car on 
its side further east near 
Coventry; and an earlier 
crash between two cars and 
an HGV that shed its load 
near Castle Bromwich. 

Added to the problems 
were four arrests, the sei¬ 
zure of 20 vehicles and 62 
tickets for drivers not wear¬ 
ing seatbelts. 

Chief Inspector Jared 
White, from CMPG, said: 
“Policing a motorway as 
busy as the M6 is a de¬ 
manding job. We were able 
to keep things moving and 
keep people safe, which is 
always our top priority.” 


Bags of talent for 
artistic winners 



Anne Homer - Curriculum Quality Lead with SAFL 
and first prize winner Louise Hill 


ARTISTIC prize winners have been celebrating their suc¬ 
cess at Sandwell Adult and Family Learning (SAFL) Cen¬ 
tre in Smethwick. Vouchers and goody bags were handed 
out at the Ron Davis Learning Centre to winners of a post¬ 
er competition to design an E-Safety poster. 

Louise Hill, who attends supported learning freestyle ex¬ 
ercise and movement and dance classes, submitted the win¬ 
ning entry and won a £20 Asda voucher. The runners-up 
winning £10 each, who both attend English courses, were 
Alina Podaru getting second prize and Zaheen Akhtar who 
came third. The winning entries will be displayed around 
the adult learning centres. 

The poster contest is one of many SAFL hold through¬ 
out the year in a bid to encourage adults to continue their 
learning. Adult learning chief Councillor Simon Hackett, 
said: “I want to congratulate the winners of the compe¬ 
tition. As someone who has come back to learning as an 
adult I am aware of the many benefits that can be gained 
by attending courses like the ones SAFL have on offer.I 
urge everyone to check out the courses they have on offer.” 

SAFL offer a variety of courses and classes, from knitting 
to numeracy, find out more at www.learnsafl.ac.uk/ 


Device showcased in 
light of Astle's death 



The Young Women’s Group show the pledges on their hands 


HEAD injuries on the football 
field could be assessed by doc¬ 
tors during games, thanks to 
new technology being trialled. 

The Oculus Rift device featured on 
a BBC television programme which 
aired last week and featured the fam¬ 
ily of West Bromwich Albion legend 
Jeff Astle. 

Astle died in 2002, aged 59, suffering 
from early on-set dementia, which a cor¬ 
oner found was caused by heading heavy 
footballs. The Oculus Rift device could 
help prevent serious injuries by detecting 
concussion on the sidelines. It would mean 
players could get immediate treatment and 
be prevented from returning to play. 

The headset detects whether a player 
has concussion by testing their ability to 
balance at the same time as following in¬ 
structions. 

Questions 

As part of the programme, Inside Out 
West Midlands, the cameras also visited the 
Hawthorns to test the kit. 

Dr Michael Grey, who has been trialling 
the device at the University of Birmingham 
and East Anglia, said: “You will have play¬ 
ers who say, ‘No I’m fine, I want to go on. 
But you do this test - or one like it -1 think 
those questions go away.” The new technol¬ 
ogy trial follows a medical study into head¬ 
ing the ball - which linked former players 
to developing dementia. 

It is being carried out by a group includ¬ 
ing neurosurgeon Antonio Belli, who sits 
on the Football Association’s independent 
panel into concussion. It is hoped that for 
current players and youngsters, the new 
technology could help prevent brain inju¬ 
ries in the future. 

Former Villa, Wolves and West Brom 
striker Andy Gray has backed the idea. He 
said: “What football has no excuse about is 
embracing modern technology. It has no ex¬ 
cuse. It can’t say we don’t have the money, 
it’s awash with money.” 


CHILD Sexual Exploitation (CSE) 
Awareness Day was marked by a 
group of young women taking part 
in a residential course at Sandwell 
Council’s activity base, the Frank 
Chapman Centre in Bewdley. 

The Young Women’s Group, 
organised by Sandwell’s Young 
People’s Services took part in 
challenging outdoor activities 
throughout the weekend as well as 
discussing CSE and learning how 
to keep safe. They then took the 
time to make their pledges for CSE 
Awareness Day which was on Sat¬ 
urday March 18. 

The group of young women aged 
11-19 meet once a week and often 
take part in extra activities at the 


weekend. People can find out more 
information about child sexual ex¬ 
ploitation by visiting www.seeme- 
hearme.org.uk. 

The site contains information 
about CSE and how to spot the 
warning sites. There are also tar¬ 
geted resources for schools and 
those who work in leisure and hos¬ 
pitality industries. 

Anyone who is concerned about 
the safety of a young person should 
call West Midlands Police on 101, 
speak in confidence to Barnardo’s 
on 0121 3595333 or in an emer¬ 
gency call 999. 

Childline also has counsellors 
available online at www.childline. 
org.uk 


LET US CONSTRUCT 
YOUR PERFECT WEBSITE 

From as little as £15.00 per month MNA Digital can create you your perfect website 



MNA DIGITAL 


Call 01902 319730 or visit: www.mnadigital.co.uk 






































Firm fined £160,000 after 
cardboard crushes worker 


A BLACK Country recycling firm has been 
fined £160,000 after a worker was left fight¬ 
ing for his life when he was crushed by 
400kg of cardboard. 

Parvez Ahmed, aged 49, was seriously 
injured and placed into a coma after suf¬ 
fering life-threatening injuries, including 
a cracked skull and a brain haemorrhage. 

It happened after bale stacks of card¬ 
board came down on top of him at Arrow 
Recycling in Smethwick. 

A Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 
investigation found the firm failed to estab¬ 
lish a safe way to stack bales. 

The resultant stack of bales of the card¬ 
board were unstable, Wolverhampton Mag¬ 
istrates Court was told. 

Arrow Recycling, based at Premier Works 
on Cornwall Road, pleaded guilty to breach¬ 


ing Regulation 10 of the Work at Height 
Regulations Act 2005 and was hit with the 
six-figure fine. 

The company was also ordered to pay 
costs of £2,917. 

Mr Ahmed spent 10 days in a coma fol¬ 
lowing the incident on April 22, 2016. 

Speaking after the hearing, HSE Inspec¬ 
tor Mahesh Mahey said Mr Ahmed would 
not have been seriously injured if safe sys¬ 
tems of work had been in place. 

He said:“This incident highlights the 
need for employers to devise and implement 
safe systems of work in relation to storage 
of baled materials. 

“If the company had safe systems of work 
in place Mr Ahmed would not have been se¬ 
riously injured.” 


Jail after Ed 
Sheeran song 
loop torment 


A MOTHER-of-three has been 
jailed after disturbing her neigh¬ 
bours by playing an Ed Sheeran 
song at top volume over and over 
again. 

Sonia Bryce blighted next-door 
neighbour Clare Tidmarsh’s peace 
with the incessant din from her home 
in Howe Crescent, Willenhall. 

And ‘the straw that broke the camel’s 
back’ came when Miss Bryce played ‘Shape 
of You’ on a loop for about half an hour. 

Judge Philip Gregory said Mrs Tidmarsh, 
her husband and five children endured a 
‘wholly unacceptable level of disturbance 
through loud noise involving music, shout¬ 
ing, swearing and banging - time and time 
again - emanating from Miss Bryce’s home’. 

Miss Bryce’s landlords, Walsall Housing 
Group Ltd, secured a court order barring 
her from creating a nuisance or annoyance. 

But she had been repeatedly arrested for 
breaching that injunction and was handed a 
six-week jail term last December. 

She was released in February, but once 
again found herself in hot water after Mrs 
Tidmarsh complained. The case came be¬ 
fore Judge Gregory at Walsall County Court 
as Miss Bryce’s landlords demanded that 
she be jailed again. 

Mrs Tidmarsh said her life had been 
plagued by ‘numerous comings and goings 
at her neighbour’s property’ - with contin¬ 
uous ‘loud music, shouting and swearing’. 

She had kept a detailed ‘diary of events’ 
listing the racket from her next door neigh¬ 
bour’s home, said the judge. She also in¬ 
stalled CCTV ‘in an attempt to control the 
behaviour of Miss Bryce’. The judge said 
Miss Bryce had ‘displayed ungovernable 
animosity’ to her neighbour and had com- 



Ed Sheeran’s ‘Shape of You’ blasted out 


mitted four further breaches of the injunc¬ 
tion in February. She denied playing the 
music, insisting that ‘she doesn’t even like’ 
his songs. The judge, however, rejected her 
evidence. “I am satisfied that this occurred, 
and in behaving in that way Miss Bryce 
breached the order,” he said. 

Mrs Tidmarsh told the judge felt driven 
to take the drastic step of quitting her 
semi-detached home and renting it out to 
get away from her neighbour. 

Miss Bryce accused Mrs Tidmarsh of 
goading her and claimed she was only mov¬ 
ing out because she needed a bigger home. 
But the judge said the Tidmarsh family 
were ‘perfectly decent people’. 

Jailing her for eight weeks, he added: 
“You have displayed nothing but violent 
animosity towards your neighbour. Every¬ 
body is entitled to live in a degree of peace 
and quiet with the usual give and take of 
society, but you do not behave like a civi¬ 
lised person.” 


Students tune 
in to careers 
at bootcamp 

STUDENTS from the University 
of Wolverhampton found out about 
film, production and TV careers 
when they took part in a ‘broad¬ 
casting bootcamp’. 

The day-long programme of 
events was hosted by the BBC Bir¬ 
mingham Academy and the Royal 
Television Society Midlands Re¬ 
gion. 

The university was only the sec¬ 
ond organisation to host the event 
outside London. 

It offered seminars and practical 
sessions. 

Speakers included Phil Ford - 
who is a leading scriptwriter for 
TV productions, especially science 
fiction, including Dr Who, along¬ 
side other programmes such as 
Coronation Street and Waterloo 
Road - and Carol Harding, adrama 
producer of Doctors, Holby City 
and Afternoon Play. 

Students learned to make and 
edit videos and build a drive time 
show for radio and were given tips 
on writing for television drama as 
well as pitching ideas. 


Mother guilty 
over £20k con 

AN Albanian woman has pleaded guilty to claim¬ 
ing more than £20,000 in benefits after failing to 
declare that her working husband was living with 
her. Mother-of-three Xheku Brahmi, of Turn¬ 
er Street, West Bromwich, pleaded guilty to two 
counts of dishonestly failing to disclose informa¬ 
tion to make a gain and one count of fraud by false 
representation. 

The 27-year-old appeared alongside an inter¬ 
preter at Walsall Magistrates Court on Friday 
where she was order to complete a 12-month com¬ 
munity order and 140 hours of unpaid work. She 
was also ordered by Magistrate Ms Eileen Jones 
to pay costs of £100 and a victim surcharge of £60. 

The court heard how Brahmi claimed a total of 
£22,732 in benefits and income support that she 
wasn’t entitled to. 

The offences took place between May 31, 2011, 
and December 8, 2011, with Brahmi failing to tell 
the Department for Work and Pensions that she 
shared a house with husband Muhammad Dani- 
yal. Then on August 20 2012, she completed an 
application for Income Support without telling the 
authorities she was living with Mr Daniyal. 

During May 31, 2011, and December 8, 2011, 
she committed fraud by not telling Wolverhamp¬ 
ton council that she was living with Mr Daniyal in 
order to claim Housing Benefit and Council Tax. 
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Top of the world for a dining room with a view 



The new 175 space skyline restaurant at 103 Colmore Row, Birmingham, which will be 24 floors up 


A DINING room with a view - this 
stunning image shows the latest addi¬ 
tion to Birmingham’s growing number 
of restaurants. 

The developers behind 103 Colmore 
Row have released the image of their 
skyline restaurant which will sit on 
the 24th floor of the new £60 million 
scheme. It is replacing the former Nat- 
West Tower. 

The 3,500 sq ft dining space will boast 
175 covers and a bar. 

The double-height restaurant will 
have glazing reaching 26ft from floor 
to ceiling all around its perimeter, pro¬ 
viding panoramic views of Birmingham 
and beyond. The restaurant will have a 
dedicated lift from the building’s lobby 
and there will also be a ground floor 
cafe. 

At night, the restaurant will become a 
glowing lantern at the top of the build¬ 
ing, visible for miles. 103 Colmore Row 
is being developed by Rockpring Prop¬ 
erty Investment Managers LLP (Rock¬ 
spring) and Sterling Property Ventures. 

The development team are shortlist¬ 
ing potential operators for both the res¬ 
taurant and bar. 

The demolition of the NatWest Tower 
will be complete by the end of April. 



WflBHIHB PRICES TOO LOWII | 


MASSIVE £ 1 , 000,000 

STOCK CLEARANCE ZONE 


WE HAVE SMASHED THE PRICES ON HUNDREDS AND HUNDREDS OF SUITES, SOFAS, 
ARMCHAIRS, DINING SETS, BEDS & BEDROOM FURNITURE AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 



InsS UFT012 MONTHS INTEREST FREE CREDIT 


SUBJECT ' 
TO STATUS 




juU 


MARBLE COMPOSITE 



HEAVY DINING TABLE & 
6 FAUX LEATHER CHAIRS 
IN GREY & BLACK 
WAS£1695-SAVE£1000 

now £695 


INTEREST FREE CREDIT EXAMPLES 


TRIO BEDROOM SUITE DOUBLE ROBE, 
4 DRAWER CHEST & BEDSIDE 
ASSORTED 
COLOURS 


SOLID FARMHOUSE OAK 
REFECTORY DINING TABLE & 6 
LEATHER HIGH BACK CHAIRS 
WAS £1595 
SAVE £1000 
NOW 

£595 



GUVNOR CORNER 


SUITE IN 
BURGUNDY 
DISPLAY MODEL 
TO CLEAR 

WAS £2215 

now £899 


SPEND £500 

£50 deposit and 
9 x monthly payments 
@£50 per month 
Total payable = £500 


0 


% 

APR 


REPRESENTATIVE 


SPEND £1000 

£100 deposit and 
12 x monthly payments 
@£75 per month 
Total payable = £1000 


II 1 H' 


Available on many sale items. Exclusions apply. See instore for details 


SOLID OAK TRIPLE WARDROBE 
DISPLAY 
MODEL 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £1249 
NOW 

£589 


0 % .s ii 

APR “ - 

RffKgpnmuE |P £589 ■ 

sions aDDlv. See instore for details.-- * - 
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50% OFF 

MIRRORED BEDROOM 
FURNITURE 
EG. DRESSING TABLE 
WAS £329 

now £149 


SOLID OAK 2 DRAWER BEDSIDE 
DISPLAY 
MODELS 
TO CLEAR 
WAS £199 
NOW 

£69 


UPTO 


LOUIS FRENCH BEDROOM 
FURNITURE IN IVORY, cn o/ ACC 
SILVER & BLACK bU/oUlt 


J 


iZ5 


SPECIAL OFFER THIS WEEK! 

FREE HEADBOARD 

WORTH UP TO £99 
WHEN YOU BUY ANY 
DIVAN BED!! 

(choice of faux leather, 
velour or crushed velvet - 
while stocks last I) 


FRANCESCA BRITISH MADE 3 SEATER & 2 SEATER SOFAS 
BLACK & BROWN LEATHER OR TAN FABRIC 
WAS 
£1299 
NOW 

^ £599 

THE PAIR!! 



LEATHER & FABRIC RECLINER CHAIRS 
UPTO 70% OFF DISPLAY MODELS 
EG. GUVNOR RECLINER 
IN WINE 


IMPERIAL DOUBLE NICKEL FINISH 
BEDFRAME WITH EXTRA FIRM 
ORTHO MATTRESS 


WAS £999 
NOW 

£299 


LA-Z-BOY EXTRA LARGE ALL LEATHER CORNER SUITE IN BURGUNDY 
l WAS £2995 
DISPLAY 
MODEL 
TO CLEAR 
NOW 

£999 




WAS £799 
NOW 

£399 


HUNDREDS OF METAL FRAME HEADBOARDS 
IN WHITE, BLACK SILVER & PINK 
SINGLE WAS £49 NOW £9 
DOUBLE WAS £79 NOW £19 
KING WAS £99 NOW £25 


ir 

m 



♦.. 


ACCENT 

CHAIRS 

VARIOUS 

COLOURS 


WAS £199 
NOW FROM 

£39 


amps, pictures, 
coffee tables etc. 



CLASSIC WING CHAIRS IN 
STUNNING REGENCY 
DAMASKS, 
FLATWEAVES 
& VELOURS 
WAS £499 
NOW FROM 

’ £149 



HUNDREDS OF BEDFRAMES, DIVANS & 
MATTRESSES TO TAKE AWAY 

SINGLE MATT FROM £39 
DOUBLE MATT FROM £59 
KING MATT FROM £79 


FOR THE BEST DEALS IN THE MIDLANDS, COME AND BROWSE IN PEACE AT OUR DUDLEY SHOWROOM 


B F C 


FURNITURE FACTORY 

OUTLET STORE 


BFC FURNITURE FACTORY OUTLET STORE 
UNIT 9, CONEYGREE TRADING ESTATE, 
CONEYGREE ROAD, BURNT TREE, 
DUDLEY DY4 8XF 


Telephone: 

0121 557 6885 


OPENING HOURS: 
MON-SAT 10AM-6PM 
SUNDAY 10AM-4PM 


PICTURES FOR 
GUIDANCE ONLY 
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, Installers of PVCu products 
for over 32 years 

NOW OFFER A 
UNIQUE SERVICE 


OUR SERVICE alSO 

includes all your PVCu products 
will be cleaned by Rydales 
trained workers with special 
chemical cleaners. Additionally 
we will check and lubricate 
the working parts, allowing 
your PVCu products to remain 
looking and operating like new. 





Call Rydale Cleaning Services 
for your quote today 


Long Lane, Blackheath, Halesowen B62 9LS 

0800 917 6060 
www.rydalewindows.co.uk 

Open Weekdays 9am to 5.30pm Saturday 9am to 4pm Sunday Closed 


Russells Hall Hospital.01384 4561 

Sandwell General Hospital.0121 553 1831 

Severn Trent.0800 783 4444 

National Gas Emergency Service...0800 111 999 

Adult Social Care.0845 352 2266 

Bins and Recycling.0845 359 7501 

Children’s Services.0845 351 0131 

Crimestoppers.0800 555 111 

Victim Support Line.0845 30 30 900 

NSPCC Helpline.0808 800 5000 

NHS.Ill 



we care about the customer 


Long Lane, Blackheath . a \! 
Halesowen B62 9LS ^ 

Open weekdays 9am to 5.30pm ■ I 

Sat 9am to 4pm, Sun CLOSED 


www.thebigpetstore.co.uk 
■.Aii 1 3121 550 5055 


FrrtEftjG I rma 

'pg^STO^J dogs mELCC 


The Little Pet C 


DOGS WELCOME IN STORE 


FREE HARNESS & COAT FITTING SERVICE 


RAW FEED STOCKISTS NUTRITIONAL ADVICE 


' FLEA TREATMENT & WORMING PRODUCTS 


1000’s of quality products 

for dogs, cats, small animals, birds, fish & more 


HEREWARD RISE ’ HALESOWEN 
B62 8AN 
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DOLPHINIfts 

Ltd 

YOUR LOCAL STAIRLIFT COMPANY 

www.dolphinmidlands.co.uk 

Tel: 0800 032 2080 

admin@dolphinmidlands.co.uk 
196 Oldbury Road, West Bromwich B70 9DP 



Tour Local Fruit & Vegetables Cash & Carry 

Everything you need under one roof 

Competitive Prices! Come and have a look! 

NOT ONLY SPECIALISTS IN FRESH FRUIT AND 
VEG ALSO STOCK LEADING BRANDS 
LIKE EAST END • HEERA • KTC 

Tel: 0121 5585089 

OPEN 7 DAYS: MON-SAT 8AM-7PM • SUN 9AM-7PM 


- ULUVCm dulVIuL ItUIIV nVnILnDLL \\WLL VVII ni Iv MU IVIILL WhUWJOJ 

EMPIRE HOUSE, 11 NEW STREET, SMETHWICK, WARLEY B66 2AJ 


SCRUFFY PUPZ 

Dog Grooming Parlour and Pet Supplies 


Open Tues-Sat 9.00am-5.00pm 

129 High Street, Princes End, 
Tipton DY4 9JE ^ ^ 
0121 522 3332 
07964 220937 V 


BATHROOMS • KITCHENS 

EASY ACCESS BATH & SHOWER REFITS 


INSTALLATION OR SUPPLY ONLY 

LARGE SHOWROOM 


interia 


CREATING 
KITCHENS & 
BATHROOMS 



<90211 &@U1ISg 


"TV Established 21 yes 

Djm 

DOMESTICS 



AUTHORISED DYSON REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

JC New and Reconditioned 

f \ Appliances available 

^^Established 21 years 


Appliance Sales, Spares, Repairs and Service 

92 Old Walsall Road, Great Barr, Birmingham 
Telephone 0121-358 0186 


WE ARE TARGETING 
YOU TO VOLUNTEER! 


Just a few hours each week can 
enhance your life by helping others 
CALL US NOW ON 0121 544 8326 


IVB<tyres 



THE CROSSWELL INN 

Whyley Walk, Langley Tel: 0121 552 2629 


Nestled in tlw heart of Langley Green Village, catering for all ages 
and groups. Come and find out what all the fuss is about! 


Volunteer Cervfre 


Municipal Building, Freeth Street, Oldbury B69 2AB 

www.volunteercentresandwell.org.uk 



UNBEATABLE PRICES ON TYRES 

0121 4391980 

NEVER BEATEN ON QUALITY 07845 880 520 


-NEW & PART WORN TYRES ALL SIZES INSTOCK 

2 WHITEHALL ROAD GREAT BRIDGE TIPTON DY4 7EX 



KITCHENS & FURNITURE 

MASSIVE KITCHEN SALE 
UP TO 60% OFF CERTAIN RANGES 

www.ubhikitchens.co.uk 
email:ubhis@outlook.com 

Britannia Street, Tividale Oldbury, 

West Midlands B69 2PG. 

Find us on | J Tel: 0121 557 7222 



ALL INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN 
HENDERSON CARDALE GARADOR HORMAN WESSEX 


B&L Shutters and Garage Doors Ltd | 

Unit 4 Hainge Business Park, 

Hainge Road, Tividale, B69 2NU 

Telephone: 0121 557 0260 

Email: info@bandlshutters.co.uk www.bandlshutters.co.uk 

















































































Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 



For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


S Telephone 0121 559 9985 | B facebook. | 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


®Q!Jn ,, iSSBEME{kSKlB© 

M2KMEMIME 


West Midlands Fire Service.0845 5000 900 

National Debtline.0808 808 4000 

Rape and Sexual Abuse Support ...0808 802 9999 

RSPCA.0800 1234 999 

Samaritans.08457 90 90 90 

Drink Line.03001231110 

Age UK.0800 169 6565 

South Staffs Water.0800 389 1011 

Cruse Bereavement Care.0844 477 9400 

Shelter.0808 800 4444 

Missing People.116 000 


Offering you nursing experience and expertise in 
our idyllic country retreat ensuring your stay with 
us feels like home from home. 


We offer 

• 24 hour nursing care in a warm and friendly environment 

• Single and double bedrooms available, en-suite facilities 

• Specialist care for dementia, nursing and Palliative Care 

• Weekly activity packages, day trips, pub visits, etc 

• Home cooked meals prepared by our 5* rated kitchens 

• Large gardens where you can become friends with our 
Shetland pony, cat and guinea pig 

www.yewtreenursinghome.co.uk 

Come and see for yourselves - no appointment necessary 


Yew Trees, Yew Tree Place, Romsley, B62 ONX 
Tel: 01562 710809 



SPRINGHILL, HOCKLEY 
BUILDING AND 
FENCING SUPPLIES 

Concrete Products 
Massive Stock Fencing & Timber 
Sheds/Gates made to order 
1 Collection & Delivery Available 
Trade & Public welcome 
Open 7 C 



Trevor E. W. Hickton Ltd 

Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, 

CradleyHeath, B645AB Teh 01384 569569^' 

Independent Family 

Funeral 

Directors 4 



R.Hadley & Hickton 

36-38 Windmill Hill Halesowen. 
B63 2BZ.01384 636606 



MKEf 


Everything for 
home brewing: 


cm3' 


Winemaking^ 

27 HIGH STREET, CRADLEY HEATH (opposite tesco) 

01384 620238 www.brewmonkey.co.u 



We Ship Weekly/Fortnightly 

Jamaica (KIN & fVIESJ) and 
F^est of the Caribbean 

Free Consultation for Returning Residents 

JLB Shipping & Logistics Ltd 

Unit G, Sams Lane Trading Estate, Sams Lane, 

West Bromwich B70 7EX 

Tel: 0121 525 588110121 356 4635 

Mob: 0789 065 377310793 644 77641 Fax: 0560113 8100 

Email: cargodoor2door@jlbshipping.com or infouk@jlbshipping.com 


HERITAGE 

BUILDERS 

MERCHANTS LTD 

Tel: 01384412745 

Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, 
West Midlands B64 4AJ. 


Barking Glad Salon 

Dog Grooming 
Pick Up and Return Available 

Irena Szirtes 

Lynn Styles 

Wassell Road, Halesowen B63 4JU 

0121 550 7446 

barkingglad@gmail.com 

.barkinggladdoggrooming.co.uk 


SHEDS & SUMMERHOUSES 

HIGH QUALITY, BUDGET COST 


Feather Edge Panels LAP Panels 

6ft x 6ft.El 9 6ft x 6ft.£18 

6ft x 5ft.£18 6ft x 5ft.£17 

6ft x 4ft.£17 6ft x 4ft.£16 

Concrete Gravel Boards...£8.50 
Concrete Post 8ft.£10 

TRADE DISCOUNT AVAILABLE 



***££? - 

HJl 


l 1 


Stockists of fencing, gravel boards, decking, sand, hardcore, cement, blocks, 
timber, plasterboard, golden gravel chippings, topsoil, blue/plum slate, shingle 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


I A T 

HARRISONS 

PAINTING Sc DECORATING 



11 

Commercial 6- Residential 

f 

Work Undertaken 

\ Hr 


1 • Painting 

• Flooring 


% 1 

I • Paperhanging 

• Kitchens 

fm 

2 H 

8 ! 

I • Tiling 

• Bathrooms 

1 

'5 ; 

A 1 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

i-v; 

| 

■ nick@harrisonsdecoratingservices. co.uk 


I Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates ■ 




01 


MINI/MIDI 
SKIPS 

(Ol 21) 520 3388 
07721 387990 

IO 


MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

All Plumbing, Gas and Central 
Heating Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 

07852 150057 mSSS 


6 x 5ft Fence Panels from £17 
We supply all fencing products 
Trade and Public Welcome 
We stock all Fencing Products: 
Panels, Posts & Gravel Boards 

Sheds & Summer houses, Unit 4, Stallings Lane DY6 7LG 

01384 944115 • 07594 841785 
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GEMINI CARPETS 


lOterieessii) 

ilSH nii»: n»iyqii[i^bl<|^/ 

dsil naiBiMlfe (- 


10% OFF 


WITH THIS ADVERT 
ON ORDERS OVER £250 


VISIT OUR SHOWROOM 


SALE NOW ON 


MANY ROLLS IN STOCK 

FREE FITTING ON CARPETS & LAMINATE FLOORS 
WE SUPPLY & FIT BLINDS 
All fitters employed by us 

KARNDEAN APPROVED FITTERS • MASTER QUICKSTEP FITTER 


\ 9 Upper High Street, Wednesbury West Mids, WS10 7HQ 
0121 556 8649 


Take care of funeral costs, and 
you’re taking care of them. 

S.WEBB & SON LTD. 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

It’s as simple as that. 




Golden Charter 

Funeral Plans 

To find out more, call us today 
S Webb & Son Ltd 

17 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, West Midlands 
WS10 7HQ. 

Call (0121) 556 0056 

/ Peace of mind for you and your family 
/ Protection against rising funeral costs 
S From the UK’s largest funeral plan provider 


We all enjoy doing things for our family. 
And often it’s the little things that mean 
the most. It could even be something 
as simple as covering the cost of your 
funeral in advance. That’s why we 
recommend Golden 
Charter Funeral Plans. 

With a plan in place you 
can specify your wishes 
and take care of the 
funeral director’s costs 
included in your plan at 
today’s prices. It’s a way 
to beat the ever-rising 
cost of funerals, and get peace of mind 
Not just for yourself, but for your family 
too. 



plan 

ahead 

FOR P^CE 

OF M'ND 


To find out more about Golden Charter Funeral Plans 
please return this coupon to the address opposite. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


Use of your data: Both Golden Charter and the funeral director may use your details including your 
email address to keep you informed about other products and services. If you would prefer not to 
receive this information, please tick here: [] Golden Charter and the funeral director respect your 
privacy and will not share your personal data with any third parties. 




Black Country : l 

Barbers Shop Ltd 

We are opening the last Sunday of every month 
10 - 2pm Call for appointment 
116 Walsall Street, Wednesbury WS10 9BY 

(Opposite the Wetherspoon Pub) 

Telephone: 0121 556 8787 


Posies Florist 

113 Hill Top ,West Bromwich 

0121 - 505-1196 

Even when we are closed our 
web shop is always open for you 
to order flowers 

^vwwjiosiesflorist.com 


wednesbury kitchens 

Bathrooms & Bedrooms LTD 



i Friendly advise from a 
family run business with 
* 35 years experience. 

We offer a full range of 
services from free quote 
and design to installation 
central heating, building 
work, plastering and tiling 


Call or visit today. 45 LOWER HIGH STREET, WEDNESBURY WS10 7AQ 

0121 5053334www.kitchenbathroombedrooms.com ( 

Opening times: Monday-Friday: 9.30am-5.00pm Closed: Thursday & Sunday Saturday: 9.30am-2.00pm ^ 




Established 1954 

_ Let us surprise 

someone 
W ' you Love! 

Local and National 
Delivery Service ^ 

TELEPHONE ORDERS WELCOME 

100 Crankhall Lane, Wednesbury 

Tel: 0121-556 0531 

Most major credit cards accepted 



Supafit MotoristsjCentrei 

fcjjpH Laser Wheel ^jjj^ 
My Alignment from £20 j 


CAMBELTS, CLUTCHES, TYRES, 
EXHApSTS, BRAKES, MOT REPAIRS 

S ike Pads fitted^W£39.95©\ 
usts fitted £35.95 
tches fitted 2d, 
g Belts fitted I 10 

inostics^yWr £2CE 

Tracking faun/ £20^. 

Prices all subject to VAK \ 



N 

A 


Prices all subject to Vi 


nit 1 Bridge Street Ind 
idge Street, Wedn^t 


al Estate, 
VS10 DAW 


/ / / / / 

Member of 


V 





CARLS FISH &CHIP SHOP 

Friendly staff - Telephone Orders Welcome - Collection Only! 

17 Ridding Lane, Wednesbury, West Midlands 

0121-556 2475 


-•GESfuA 


"P ri |HK 


©0121 530 0170 

37 Upper High Street, Wednesbury WS10 7HJ 
Open 6 Days a Week 

www.Techni-CallSolutions.com 
153 info@Techni-CallSolutions.com 
(D Emergency Call Outs 07754 584605 
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SUITS JACKETS 
& TROUSERS 


HALF PRICE 
OR LESS 


Magnet 

ENS WEAR 


Whitcher Menswear 
Clothiers & Outfittef 

13 MARKET PLACE 
WEDNESBURY WS10 7AX 
0121 556 0062 

Casual Wear to Suits 




STEVES 

x 

<V r.>, # 


36, Lower High St, 
Wednesbury, WS 10 7AQ 

As Seen On: 

COME DINE uua 

WITH ME NtWS 


0121 5560104 
07932 77 3607 



- 

•• All children 6 weeks to 
5 years welcome 
Childcare vouchers accepted 
•0 " Free funded places 



57 Holyhead Road, 
Wednesbury WS10 7DF 
•0 www.wonderlanddaynursery.co.uk 


• • 

•* 

%• 



BRUNSWICK 

FISH BAR 



GXJSi] 

280 ©MiflfelL 

ten® ®DX 

-fflRoXiuQ 4i^3®[oJJuQ ° ©^3®tpiuQ 
®[Ro]©[F ©a® wMiLflJD ^ , i]^ OuDSl©© DSKaBcu© 




Ked'Hot Vf 



Rediscover your taste buds with 
our try before you buy flavour bar 

20 Upper High Street, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands WS10 7HQ 

0121 7920041 

redhotvaping@yahoo.com 
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WELCOMETOTHE 
ARTISAN VAPOR LOUNGE... 

Come and chill with us in this relaxed and friendly atmosphere, 
where you’ll find great conversation and meet 
many like minded individuals. 

Free tea, coffee and WIFI available too, so re-fill as much as you 
like! Perfect if you’re looking to try something new, unwind or 
just relax and shoot the breeze. 





ARTISAN VAPOR 

60 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4DZ 

Call 0121 552 4876 


Jjok nwM infokmalhon viAii ua cnlim al www. aAihjcmvapjoA.cc. uk 
and Mad ojua cuAJbonwk MvkwA ok follow ua 0 f 


Eia 



Eyecare Optometrists & Head Office 

The Bank Buildings, 

Langley High Street, Oldbury, West 
Midlands B69 4SN 

0121 552 4698 


Local, independent 
opticians offering 
bespoke service to 
patients 

Wide variety of 
NHS and designer 
frames 

Friendly 

approachable team 
ready to assist you 


Eyecare Optometrists 

503a Coventry Road, 
West Midlands 
B10 0LL 

0121 773 2129 



Eyecare Optometrists 

488 Bearwood Road, 
Smethwick 
B66 4HB 

0121 4201805 


Emergency eye 
appointments available in 
Bearwood and Oldbury 
Diabetic screening 
appointments available at 
our Coventry Road practice 
from MAY 2017 
F00TCARE chiropody 
service available at our 
Oldbury branch from April 
2017 


Supporting the 
Guide Dogs 
For The Blind 
Association 


CHARITY EASTER EVENT 

WEDNESDAY 5TH APRIL LANGLEY, OLDBURY 
BRANCH BETWEEN 3-5PM 
THURSDAY 6TH APRIL BEARWOOD 
BRANCH BETWEEN 3-4 PM 




Upcoming events & 
special offers 


Free face painting 
and chocolate 
easter goody 
bags 



Rose’s Fish Bar 


24 HOUR AIRPORT SERVICE private hire 




’.t . 


✓ FULLY COMPUTERISED SYSTEM 

✓ TEXT BACK SERVICE 
s/WHEELCHAIR ACCESS 

✓ ALL AREAS COVERED 

✓ MINIBUSES AVAILABLE 


TO: ORDERTAKI AND 
TRACK YOUR VEHICLE 
OUR FRIENDLY STAFF 
ARE HERE TO HELP 


B00KN0IH01215527070 


3 Langley High St Langley B69 4SN 




HOP 


Vii£*ve'arAnniversary 
Celebration 


Join us at Emma’s Barber Shop! 

Special Celebration Offers This Weekend - Sat April 1st 20 

Enjoy a glass of bubbly -18 years old and customers only 
Face Painting for kids from 1pm - 3pm 
Senior Citizens Discounts Student Discounts (ID required) 

Walk-in welcome or book now Call 07596522881 


BANK BUILDINGS, LANGLEY HIGH STREET, OLDBURY B69 4SN 



SPiOillGHT 

0N0LDBURY 



O ldbury is one of the six 
towns that make up the 
Metropolitan Borough of 
Sandwell, just west of Birmingham 
in the West Midlands. Langley and 
Warley lie within it 
Oldbury became an Urban District 
in the 1890’s with three main 
townships, Oldbury itself, Langley 
and Warley. It received its charter in 
1935, as the ‘Municipal Borough of 
Oldbury’ 


In 1966 it was amalgamated with 
Rowley Regis and Smethwick 
as the new ‘County Borough of 
Warley’, taking the name of the 
small township already within 
Oldbury. Eight years later the 
County Borough of Warley was 
combined with the County Borough 
of West Bromwich to form the new 
‘Metropolitan Borough of Sandwell’ 



Amanda's Flowers 

FLORAL DESIGNERS 


• Special occasions 

• Funeral tributes 

• Wedding flowers 

A Caring Professional Service 

• Telephone Orders Welcome 

• All credit cards accepted 

• Same day deliveries 




E: amandasflowers@live.co.uk 
18 LANGLEY HIGH STREET, OLDBURY B69 4SL 
0121 544 6228 


Card “N” Gift Box 



y ~ 

Jacket Potatoes 

Available For 

Artisanal Tea 

Weddings, Fairs 

Gourmet Coffee 

Corporate Events 

Contact Us: 

Festivals, Funerals 
Anniversaries 

07523 278 013 

and more 

lnfo@thevintagepotato.co.uk 

Come and see us at Halesowen High St Mon - Fri 

For more information visit 

www.thevintagepotato.co.uk 



The Card ‘N’ Gift Box for 
all your party needs 
Personalised, customised, 
bespoke and made to 
measure balloons themes, 
balloon art and modelling, 
cards and gifts... 


BOUNCE BOX - BOUNCING CASTLES 
AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS 


We are now at 25 Langley High St 

Find us on f facebook 


new* Angelo's 

new. OooFishdChips 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 


SPECIALS 

- LUNCHTIME SPECIALS 

- KIDS MEAL DEALS 

- ALL DAY SPECIALS 




EVERYTHING HALF PRICE FROM 
19TH-30TH APRIL 


CALL NOW 0121 544 0071 

















































































Why not come and try a traditional Turkish meal and bring the family 

Unit R3, 10 New Square, West Bromwich B70 7PP 
www.turquoisekitchen.co.uk • Tel:0121 525 4145 

OPENING HOURS: Sunday to Wednesday 11.30am - 11.00pm, Thursday 11.30am - 11.00pm, 

Friday 11.30am - 11.00pm, Saturday 11.30am - 11.00pm 


BRAND NEW RESTAURANT 


March 30, 2017 































FREE FUNCTION ROOM 

Seats up to 60 people 



Jl *4^9 

rift 

A 

BOOK NOW 

FOR EASTER*** 


Various food packages available 


*** Lanjp tfestauraqt § Bar 
Fully licensed Bangladeshi & Indian Cuisine 


iMp Advisor in 

tripadvisor* Wednesbury 


BOOK YOUR TAKEAWAY ONUNE! 

18 Upper High Street, 
Wednesbury WS10 7HQ 

Open 7 days a week: 6pm - 12pm 

Tel: 0121 505 3080/505 4250 
www.lamp-restaurant.co.uk 

frimn PH FI f 



Hill Top • West Bromwich • B70 OSD 
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WEDDING 
RECEPTIONS, 
Birthday 
Parties, 
Anniversaries 
and 

Funerals 


7 DAY 
CARVERY 

£4.49 Monday - Saturday 
• £6.79 Sunday 


FUNCT ON 
ROOM 
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wanted to be Elvis 


P 


unk pioneer Suzi Quatro has 
long been celebrated for 
paving the way for women 
in rock, with a no-nonsense 
attitude and kickass lyrics to 
match. 

But surprisingly, looking back, Suzi had no idea there 
were even barriers to break down - and never considered 
herself as ‘gendered’; wanting, as a child, to grow up to 
be Elvis Presley. 

“I can’t say that I knew that was what was happening, 
but I will say that all this time, all I was ever doing I was 
being myself,” said Suzi, now aged 66. 

“I’ve never been a gendered person. I saw Elvis when 
I was six-years-old on TV and thought ‘that’s going to be 
me’. It didn’t even occur to me that he was a guy. 

“I’ve talked to guys about this. I think it had to be 
somebody like me to pave the way. 

“I kicked that door open, but I’d never had a female role 
model. 

“Not that I realised what I was doing back then. I’d been 
in bands since I was 14. 

“I wasn’t even aware there was a ‘door’.” 

Suzi, who achieved great success with hits such as 
Can The Can and 48 Crash, says that despite the difficult 
time in which her career began in the early seventies, 
she also never encountered any significant sexism or 
stereotyping - despite the issues which reportedly remain 
in the industry today. 

“I always took myself seriously. What you give out, you 
get back,” adds Suzi. 

“I was a serious bass player. Don’t mess with me - that 
was the vibe I gave out. 

“You know, you just can’t teach this to people. I can be 
one of the guys, up to a point - but there’s a line. 

“If men step over that line, they only do it once. 

“I had some issues in the very, very early days when 
playing clubs with the bands. They wanted us to wear 
mini skirts because we were girls. Not that I minded 
wearing skirts, I just didn’t like being dictated to. 

“I came from a family of four girls - and we’re 
all ballsy ladies. 

“I’m the kind of person who believes 
everyone should shine their light. Gender 
simply shouldn’t come into it. 

“If you want to stay at home and be a 
housewife, and that will make you happy, 
then do it. Be who you are.” 

Despite always carrying a very sexy 
image, Suzi rarely bared any skin - and, 
as such, takes a dim view of female stars 
feeling the need to expose themselves to 
obtain fame and recognition. 

“I think people like Cher and 
Madonna were true to themselves 
at the time,” says Suzi. 

“But nowadays, a lot of women 
stars are basically naked on 
stage. They think they’re running 
the show and that they’re in 
control, but they’re not. 

“I had a sexy image, but I 
was never up there exposing 
anything. 

“I’m really hoping it will turn 
around again soon. It’s not 
what I fought for.” 

The star will perform at the 
Genting Arena on October 
14, on the Legends Live 
tour - accompanied by Hot 
Chocolate, The Osmonds and 
David Essex. 

“I’m touring with David Essex - we 
used to see each other at every Top 
Of The Pops. I’m really pleased to 
be headlining this tour with people I 
know. We all started off in the same 
era. 

“I’m going to get a few poker 
games going, I tell you. 

“I can’t say I know The 
Osmonds as well though. 

“Errol Brown, meanwhile, was 
good friend. I loved him truly. 

Before I’d made it, I was at his 




house and asked if he could lend 
j me £5. 

“For 35 years, every time I saw him 
i I , after that, he’d say ‘don’t you pay me 

•li back, that was a lucky £5’. He was such a 

JIf I lovely man. 

I i l “The show will pretty much be made up 
' i A of all the hits - that’s what the fans will be 
* HL there for.” 

1 Suzi, who previously had a show on 

ITV called Gas Street, has had plenty 
of experience in Birmingham, having 
filmed the programme there. 

“I like it very much. There’s a nice big 
shopping centre there, which I’ll 
certainly be visiting. I’m a mall- 
aholic any way,” laughs Suzi. 

“I’ll be sure to have an Indian 
meal while I’m in Birmingham 
too. It has to be done. Indian 
food isn’t big in the US like it is 
here, but I love it.” 

In recent years, Suzi has 
worked on other projects - 
forming a supergroup called 
QSP with Bilston-born Don 
Powell from Slade and Andy 
Scott from The Sweet. 

She also released a poetry 
book in 2014 named Through 
My Eyes and was named 
Doctor Of Music last October by 
Anglia Ruskin University in Cambridge. 

“I don’t even have a high school 
diploma, so I was absolutely thrilled,” 
adds Suzi. 

“I have got a bucket list. And I’m 
very proud of the poetry I’ve released. 
“I’ve also formed a new band 
called QSP. The album’s come out in 
Australia and it’s already at number 
23 in their charts. 

“I’d really like to make a film of my 
life next. 

“I’m currently part way through 
writing a novel. I used a rock and 
roll girl as the lead character, but it’s 


I believe everyone 
should shine their 
light. Gender simply 
shouldn’t come into it 


not me. In fact, as the story goes on, the characters seem 
to have minds of their own. 

“And I’ve still got my Quatrophonic show on Radio Two. 
I’m a busy girl.” 

If given the opportunity to duet with anyone from 
history, Suzi says her top choices would include Elvis and 
Otis Redding. Modern day stars she’d like to work with, 
meanwhile, include Melissa Etheridge, Tom Petty or KT 
Tunstall. 

“I’m also a huge fan of Bob Dylan,” adds Suzi. 

“I’d give both arms and legs to work with him. 

“If I could meet anyone from throughout history, I 
would love to meet Jesus. He must have been the most 
charismatic of people. 

“He’d be a good dinner partner too - you’d never have 
to buy wine.” 

More than 45 years after she launched her solo career, 
Suzi says the greatest thrill is still performing live. 

“I really love my fans. It’s a huge thrill every show when 
I see everyone walking away with a smile on their faces 
- and I can think, ‘I did that’. If that happens, I really am a 
happy girl,” she adds. 

“You can’t buy that feeling for all the money in the 
world. 

“It’s just who I am, I’m a born entertainer.” 

Kirsten Rawlins 

• For more entertainment news and reviews see The 
Ticket in your Express & Star every Friday. 



















Temples are evolving a unique 
new style of baroque and roll 


It doesn’t take too long with Temples’ 
second album Volcano to realise 
that a noticeable evolution has taken 
place, whilst the psychedelic pop 
band from Northamptonshire have 
kept intact the things fans loved 
about their debut, Sun Structures. 

Corkscrew-haired singer James Bagshaw 
says it’s all part of learning their craft and the 
sonic possibilities. He explains: “If there’s a 
sense of scale, it was really just a result of 
implementing a load of things that we didn’t 
know about the first time around.” 

Referring back to Sun Structures, a record 
that was recorded in his house in his native 
Kettering, James explains: “We didn’t even 


have a subwoofer to listen back to things that 
we did on Sun Structures.” 

Co-founding member and bassist Thomas 
Warmsley says: “We discovered a lot as we 
went along and the excitement at having done 
so radiates outwards.” 

It’s a point emphatically born out by the 
track Mystery Of Pop where Sam Toms’ 
brittle, piledriving rhythm clears the path for 
breathless baroque pop where synth and 
mellotron interweave to beguiling effect. 

Oh My Saviour was written in Japan, where 
Temples enjoy an enormous following, at 
the foot of Mount Fuji, near the site of the 
eponymous rock festival where they played. 
“That’s when the album began in earnest for 
me,” says James. 


Temples are back in Birmingham, at the 02 
Institute on Sunday, for their first gig in the 
city since their debut on the NME Tour exactly 
three years ago. 

The band’s confident approach must in 
part be a result of the critical acclaim Sun 
Structures received. Songs such as Keep In 
The Dark, Shelter Song and Mesmerise have 
dispersed into the collective consciousness. 
Among the converts were Johnny Marr and 
Noel Gallagher. By the end of 2014, Sun 
Structures had charted in 18 countries and 
become the year’s biggest-selling vinyl album 
in independent British record shops. 

This time around is that it’s harder to spot 
the influences. This is the sound of a band 
squaring up to their potential. 


From Russia with love 
of dance and banter 


Strictly Come Dancing star Pasha 
Kovalev brings his new show 
Let’s Dance the Night Away to 
Wolverhampton Grand Theatre on 
Sunday (April 9), a show charting 
Pasha’s life from Russia to Strictly 
stardom. 

“Let’s Dance the Night Away is a very 
personal show, because you will see my 
story of becoming a dancer, travelling the 
world with my dance career and following 
my dream,” says the 37-year-old professional 
dancer and Strictly champion, who is 
originally from Siberia. 

“It has been a long journey. I started 
dancing in Russia, moved to America, 
travelled the world and ended up here in the 
UK. Now I’m doing the best job ever!” 

He describes Let’s Dance The Night Away 


as ‘a full-on show, packed with incredible 
dancing, fun and adventure’. 

“There will be lots of dancing, lots of 
sequins and beautiful costumes, beautiful 
lights and amazing music. There are lots 
of surprises too. We will have audience 
participation, so some lucky people can jump 
on stage and show me what they’ve got. 

“I think the number that everyone will like is 
a paso doble. It’s very dramatic. There’s also 
singing... well I’m not going to be singing but 
we have professional singers who will do that! 
Everyone in the audience will find something 
that they like.” 

Audience interaction is a key part to the 
tour, Pasha will be holding a Q&A session 
before his show. “That’s my favourite thing 
to do - interact with the audience. Usually in 
my show there’s a little bit of banter, fun and 
jokes and a lot of dancing. 

We are running lots of promotions and 



competitions to 
win tickets to the Q&A 
sessions on my Twitter @PashaKovalev.” 

Pasha will be joined by Wolverhampton 
dance school, Linzi G School of Dance in 
both halves of the show. 

“I will actually be doing one of the dances 
with the dance school. I started dancing 
when I was eight years old. I remember every 
single time we had a proper performance in 
front of a proper audience. You grow, you 
become better, you polish your skills. That’s 
what I’m hoping the performance will do for 
youngsters at my show.” 

Pasha will also be joined by his 
professional dance partner Anya Garnis. 

“Anya and I have been dancing together for 
almost two decades and this is actually the 
story of both of us,” he adds. 

Tickets are available from www. 
grandtheatre.co.uk or on 01902 429212. 



See the funny side as 
play goes very wrong 

A West End hit that won the Best New 
Comedy accolade at the 2015 
Laurence Olivier Awards is coming 
to Wolverhampton Grand Theatre 
next week. 

The Play That Goes Wrong joins 
The Cornley Polytechnic Drama 
Society’ as they put on a 1920s 
murder mystery. It becomes 
apparent the accident-prone 
thespians face a battle against 
the odds to reach their final curtain. 

The farce will be staged at the Lichfield 
Street theatre from Monday to Saturday, 

April 8. Mod musical All Or Nothing, with songs of The Small 
Faces, is at the New Alexandra Theatre Tuesday to Saturday. 




Elvis World Tour 

Live in Liverpool 


| Fri 19 May~ 


..£$9 j 


» Coach travel throughout 

* Reserved seating 
throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed and 
breakfast at our select hotel 

* All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Visit to Liverpool 

» Admission to Elvis World Tour - live at the 
Liverpool Echo Arena. 


With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Wed 26 Apr Frankie Valli & The Four Seasons.£139 

Fri 12 May Micky Flanagan - Live ib&bi.£119 

Sat 13 May The Commitments & Historic York.£119 

Sat 13 May Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special.£99 

Sat 13 May The Crucible - Live In Manchester.£99 

Sat 13 May Solid Silver 60's Tour & Liverpool.£119 

Fri 19 May Harry Poller and The Philosopher's Stone - Live in Concert. £139 

Sat 20 May Million Dollar Quartet - Live in Manchester.£99 

Sat 20 May Billy Elliot & Historic Chester.£139 

Sat 27 May Adam Ant - Live in Concert.£119 

Sat 27 May Killer Queen - Live In Concert ib&bi.£99 

Sat 27 May Thoroughly Modern Millie - Live in Manchester £119 

Mon 29 May Dinosaur World Live & Safari Adventure.£99 

Sat 3 Jun The Wedding Singer - Live in Liverpool.£129 



Sports Breaks 


Sat 13 May 

Liverpool & Haydock Races. 

£99 

Sat 13 May 

Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi. 

£99 

Sat 20 May 

British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park 

£119 

Sat 27 May 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Sat 3 Jun 

Doncaster Races & York. 

£79 

Sat 10Jun 

London & Polo In The Park ib&bi. 

£119 

Sat 10Jun 

Netball Super League - The Final Four. 

£99 

Sat 1 Jul 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Wed 2 Aug 

Manchester United Stadium Tour & Liverpool. 

£99 

Sat 5 Aug 

Liverpool & Chester Races. 

£99 

Sat 5 Aug 

England v South Africa - Old Trafford. 

£129 

Sat 5 Aug 

Doncaster Races & York. 

£79 

Sat 12 Aug 

Liverpool & Haydock Races. 

£99 

Sat 26 Aug 

Ebor Stakes - York Racecourse. 

£119 



• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Visit to York 

• Admission to the family enclosure at Doncaster 
Racecourse. 


Explore Explore the best of Europe..... 


Cannes 

& The Freeh Riviera 


j| Sun 23 April _ 1 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating on your holiday coach 

• Four nights dinner, bed and continental 
breakfast at the Hotel Thomas, Le Cannet 

• Overnight stops on the outward and return 
journey on a bed and continental breakfast 
basis 

• A full day excursion featuring Antibes and 
Nice 

• A visit to glamorous Monte Carlo and Monaco. 


4/5 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 10 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi... £329 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam. £249 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £219 

Mon 10 Apr 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £249 

Sun 16 Apr 7 Italian Riviera Inclusive. £379 

Sun 16 Apr 7 Scenic Black Forest Inclusive. £349 

Mon 17 Apr 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad ib&bi. £319 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Ostend Inclusive & Paddle Steam. £259 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £259 

Mon 17 Apr 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £199 

Fri 21 Apr 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend. £199 

Fri 21 Apr 4 Ostend & Bruges City Break ib&bi. £169 

Sun 23 Apr 7 Ostend Special Inclusive. £359 

Sun 23 Apr 7 Austrian Tyrol Inclusive Extravaganza. £369 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special.£89 

Sat 22 Apr Emmerdale Studio Experience.£99 

Sat 6 May The London Motor Show ib&bi.£99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!.£79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow & Historic Bath.£99 

Wed 17 May Emmerdale Studio Experience.£79 

Sat 20 May Emmerdale The Tour.£99 

Sat 27 May Chelsea Flower Show ib&bi.£169 

Sat 27 May Truckfest Spectacular & Oxford.£99 

Sat 10 Jun Ideal Home Show & Liverpool.£79 

Sun 11 Jun London & Kensington - Diana: Her Fashion Story. £99 

Sat 17 Jun Emmerdale The Tour.£119 

Wed 21 Jun Emmerdale Studio Experience.£79 


London Zoo 

& Thames River Cruise 


0 s 

±° 



| Sun 13 May ~ 


£1191 Sat 10 June 


£119 | 


• Coach travel throughout 

• Reserved seating throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Included admission to the fabulous London Zoo 
in Regent's Park 

• River cruise to view the famous sights from the 
Thames. 


& Harrogate Flower Show 


• Coach travel 
throughout 

• Reserved seating 
throughout your break 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• All bedrooms with en-suite facilities 

• Inclusive visit to Skipton Market 

• Inclusive admission to Harrogate Spring 
Flower Show on Sunday. 


for all the family! 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 15 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 29 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Sat 20 May Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. £99 

Sat 3 Jun Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 10 Jun London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £119 

Sat 10 Jun Islands at Chester Zoo & Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Sat 17 Jun Polar Bears, Penguins & Kingdom of Ice. £99 

Sat 24 Jun Legoland Spectacular ib&bi .£119 

Sat 24 Jun Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor. £99 

Sat 1 Jul Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime. £89 

Sat 15 Jul London & Harry Potter Studio Tour. £129 



MANY MORE 
breaks available... 


NATIONAL 

HOLIDAYS 
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The Voice UK 
(ITV, 8.30pm) 

This year's contest draws to a 
close as the four finalists take 
to the stage in the first part of 
the two-part climax. Having 
progressed through seven 
weeks of blind auditions, 
two battle rounds, four live 
knockout stages and the ever- 
tense quarter- and semi-finals, 
the would-be stars face the 
ultimate test of their vocal 
abilities, with the winner 
earning themselves a 
prestigious contract with 
Polydor Records. Superstar 
coaches Will.i.am, Tom Jones, 
Jennifer Hudson and Gavin 
Rossdale are on hand to share 
their thoughts as each 
performer steps down from the 
stage, with one of them being 
eliminated from the contest 
before the last programme of 
the series. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 2.15 
Escape to the Country. (R) 3.15 Money 
for Nothing. (R) 4.00 Final Score. 5.15 
Film: Madagascar. (2005) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Ben Stiller. 

6.35 BBC News. 

6.45 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Pointless Celebrities. Alexander 
Armstrong and Richard Osman 
present a medical version of the 
celebrity quiz, with contestants 
Guy Henry, Rosie Marcel, Vicki 
Pepperdine, Ricky Grover, Raji 
Singh, Hilary Jones, Charles Dale 
and Amanda Henderson trying to 
come up with the least likely 
correct answers to a series of 
questions posed to members of 
the public. 

7.40 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which two pairs of complete 
strangers team up, each battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given 
subject. 

8.25 Casualty. Alicia wakes up in Sam’s 
bed, while lain and Gem’s 
relationship is tested when they 
spend the day together on the rig 
and lain is confronted with his 
biggest fear. Evie is confronted at 
home by a masked intruder who 
attacks her and ransacks the 
property, and when Evie manages 
to escape, she is hit outside by 
Susie’s car. 

9.15 All Round to Mrs Brown’s. Mrs 

Brown’s Boys creator, writer and 
star Brendan O’Carroll dons 
Agnes’s famous cardigan and 
curlers once again, throwing open 
the doors of the larger-than-life 
Irish matriarch’s home to host a 
Saturday night chat show, filmed 
in front of a live studio audience. 
Inviting friends, family and special 
guests to join her in the sitting 
room, Mrs Brown stages 
mischievous stunts, and gives a 
few celebrity visitors a piece of her 
mind. 

10.15 BBC News; Weather; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Liverpool v Everton. 
12.00 Film: Jagged Edge. (1985) 1.45 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 


6.15 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.00 
Film: Beautiful But Dangerous. (1954) 
8.25 Film: We Dive at Dawn. (1943) 

10.00 Natural World. (R) 11.00 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 12.00 Raymond 
Blanc: Howto Cook Well. (R) 12.30 
Hairy Bikers’ Best of British. (R) 1.15 
Film: Gypsy. (1962) Musical, starring 
Rosalind Russell and Natalie Wood. 3.30 
Natural World. (R) 4.30 University 
Challenge. (R) 5.00 Only Connect. (R) 

5.30 Flog It! (R) 

6.30 Gardeners’ World. Monty Don 
begins a brand new project when 
he starts a new soft fruit garden, 
and also plants new potatoes and 
divides herbaceous plants in the 
jewel garden. Including weather. 

(R) 

7.00 Amazing Hotels: Life Beyond the 
Lobby. Giles Coren and Monica 
Galetti join the staff working in 
some of the most extraordinary 
hotels around the world, beginning 
with Marina Bay Sands in 
Singapore, which employs 9,500 
people and caters for a million 
guests a year. Their duties include 
acting as attendants at the world’s 
largest infinity pool, working as a 
butler under a former special 
forces officer, and joining a 
catering team that provides 
Brazilian, Chinese, French and 
Japanese cuisine for 60 
restaurants. (R) 

8.00 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton visits the 
once-inhabited island of Heisgeir, 
sails around the gannet haven of 
Sula Sgeir and endures rough seas 
to make landfall on North Rona. 
Last in the series. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. The men of 
Walmington-on-Sea’s Home 
Guard use up all their ammunition 
shooting at a passing aircraft, so 
Captain Mainwaring has to hold a 
court of inquiry. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry invites David 
Mitchell, Sue Perkins and Sami 
Shah to join regular panellist Alan 
Davies as he meanders about 
some places that start with the 
letter M. 

9.45 Film: Jimi: All Is By My Side. 

(2013) Premiere. Biopicof Jimi 
Hendrix following the events of 
1966, when he left New York to 
spend a year living in London. 

11. 35 Film: Populaire. (2012) Comedy, 
starring Deborah Francois and 
Romain Duris. 

1.20 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: NinjaGo: 
Masters of Spinjitzu. (R) 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
Alphabetical. (R) 10.20 James Martin’s 
French Adventure. (R) 11.20 Best Walks 
with a View with Julia Bradbury. (R) 
11.50 ITV News; Weather. 12.00 
Rebound. (R) 12.55 Film: Beethoven’s 
2nd. (1993) Comedy sequel, starring 
Charles Grodin. 2.40 Film: Superman. 
(1978) Comic-strip adventure, starring 
Christopher Reeve. 5.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News. 
6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Let Loose! 
Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, featuring everything from 
cute kids and crazy animals to 
pranks and painful-looking 
accidents. 

7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. Dermot O’Leary joins 
the duo on tonight’s show for an 
edition of I’m A Celebrity Get Out 
of Me Ear! Plus, Ant and Dec take 
a pjrney through time back to the 

8.30 The Voice UK. This year's contest 
concludes with a two-part finale as 
four acts face the ultimate test of 
their vocal abilities, with only three 
going through to the last stage. 

10.20 ITV News; Weather. 

10.35 Lethal Weapon. A man wrecks a 
jewellery store and puts a security 
guard in hospital. Murtaugh delves 
deep into the psyche of the 
suspect, a former Navy Seal once 
treated for post traumatic stress 
disorder, and draws parallels 
between him and his partner 
Riggs, who also once served in the 
military. Although Riggs' 
association with the suspect 
threatens to interfere with the 
case, it also forces him to open up 
to his colleague about the 
experiences that have shaped him. 
Clayne Crawford, Damon Wayans 
and Dante Brown star. (R) 

11.35The Chase. (R) 

12.30 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.05 Triathlon: Challenge Wanaka. 6.30 
The King of Queens. (R) 6.55 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.20 The King of Queens. 

(R) 7.45 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 

8.10 Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 
8.35 Frasier. (R) 9.05 Frasier. (R) 9.40 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.05 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 11.00 The Simpsons. (R) 

11.30 The Simpsons. (R) 12.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.30 Extreme Food. 

1.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 1.30 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 2.00 Come Dine with 
Me. (R) 2.30 Come Dine with Me. (R) 
3.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.30 A 
Place in the Sun: Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 5.35 
Grand Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Film: Titanic. (1997) A party of 
explorers studying the sunken 
remains of the famous liner meets 
an elderly woman who was a 
passenger on the ill-fated maiden 
voyage. She recounts how she 
boarded the ship while on the 
brink of being forced into marriage 
by her family, and was stopped 
from killing herself by a penniless 
artist. She fell in love with her 
saviour, but the disaster on the 
horizon meant their time together 
was doomed to be short. James 
Cameron’s Oscar-winning 
romantic drama, starring Kate 
Winslet, Leonardo DiCaprio, Billy 
Zane, Kathy Bates and Bill Paxton. 
10.45Film: Colombiana. (2011) An 
orphan grows up to be an assassin 
while secretly plotting revenge on 
the gangsters who murdered her 
parents. Action thriller, starring 
Zoe Saldana and Cliff Curtis. 

12.45 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares 
USA. Part two of two. Mill Street Bistro 
proprietor Joe Nagy slips back into his 
old ways and picks petty fights with 
Gordon Ramsay as the chef tries to give 
him advice. (R) 1.35 Our Guy in China. 
Guy Martin concludes his adventure by 
taking on his toughest physical challenge 
yet as he attempts the fastest crossing of 
the Taklamakan Desert on a bicycle. (R) 

2.30 Hollyoaks. Omnibus. It is the day of 
Amy and Ryan’s wedding, but Ryan has 
also got their potential move to America 
playing on his mind, while Scott is 
having a fashion crisis. 4.35 Phil 
Spencer: Secret Agent. Featuring retired 
couple Lenny and Mary in Reigate, 
Surrey, who want to sell up and return to 
their Irish roots, but their home’s dated 
decor is preventing them securing a sale. 
(R) 5.30 Fifteen to One. General 
knowledge quiz. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake! 10.05 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 10.40 Access. 10.50 Police 
Interceptors Unleashed. 11.20 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 12.20 On Benefits: Life 
on the Dole. (R) 1.20 On Benefits: Life on 
the Dole. (R) 2.20 18 Kids & Claiming 
Benefits. (R) 3.20 Nightmare Tenants, 
Slum Landlords. (R) 4.15 Nightmare 
Tenants, Slum Landlords. (R) 5.15 Can’t 
Pay? We’ll Take It Away. (R) 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

The officers chase a debt of almost 
£2,000 in unpaid parking fines, 
and later encounter the 
extraordinary case of a debt of 
£80,000 owed by a hotel owner to 
his ex-girlfriend. However, as they 
begin to search the property, they 
call upon police back-up as the 
agents fear the debtor may have 
access to firearms. Elsewhere, two 
officers head to a car garage in 
Manchester where the owner owes 
£2,000 after losing a court case 
over a faulty vehicle. (R) 

7.10 NCIS: Los Angeles. The team 
investigates when two 
pharmaceutical executives are 
murdered, uncovering a criminal 
who changes his identity for each 
offence he commits. 

8.00 NCIS. A deep-sea diver is 

murdered on the job, and the team 
must identify which of his co¬ 
workers is the killer, before they 
are released from a four-day stint 
in a decompression chamber. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 
George Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce highlights from the 
weekend’s games in the 
Championship, including Barnsley 
v Sheffield Wednesday at Oakwell 
and Newcastle United v Wigan 
Athletic at St James’ Park. Plus, 
the best of the action from 
Reading v Leeds United at the 
Madejski Stadium and 
Huddersfield Town v Burton Albion 
at the John Smith’s Stadium. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. George 
Riley and Lynsey Hipgrave 
introduce all the goals from the 
latest games in Leagues One and 
Two, including Bolton Wanderers v 
Chesterfield. 

10.30FIA Formula E Live: Mexico. The 

Mexico City ePrix. Coverage of the 
fourth round of the campaign from 
the Autodromo Hermanos 
Rodriguez in Mexico. 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Film: Blood 
Creek. (2009) 4.45 House Doctor. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 The Silk Road 8.00 Woolly 
Mammoth: Secrets from the Ice 9.00 
Follow the Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 

1983 12.15 Classic Albums: The Beach 
Boys - Pet Sounds 1.15 The Joy of the 
Guitar Riff 2.15 The Kinks at the BBC 

3.15 Sounds of the Eighties 3.40 Close 
ITV2 

11.35 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 1.10 Britain’s Got Talent: Top 
1 0 Child Stars 2.15 Film: Cats & Dogs: 
The Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 3.15 
FYI Daily 3.20 Film: Cats & Dogs: The 
Revenge of Kitty Galore (2010) 4.00 Mr 
Bean 5.05 Film: Evan Almighty (2007) 
6.05 FYI Daily 6.10 Film: Evan Almighty 
(2007) 7.00 Scorpion 8.00 Film: The 
Mask (1994) 9.00 FYI Daily 9.05 Film: 
The Mask (1994) 10.05 Family Guy 

10.30 Celebrity Juice 11.15 Family Guy 
12.10 American Dad! 1.10 Film: Hall 
Pass (2011) 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.25 Film: The Baby and the Battleship 
(1956) 12.25 FYI Daily 12.30 Film: The 
Baby and the Battleship (1956) 1.30 
Heidi 3.35 Rosemary & Thyme 4.40 
Inspector Morse 7.00 Endeavour 9.00 
Lewis 11.00 Les Dawson Forever 12.00 
Colditz 2.05 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 
ITV4 

11.00 The Big Fish Off 12.00 Fishing 
Impossible 1.00 Pawn Stars 1.30 ITV 
Racing: Live from Doncaster and 
Kempton Park. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings. 4.00 Film: The Horse Soldiers 
(1959) 5.00 FYI Daily 5.05 Film: The 
Horse Soldiers (1959) 6.25 It’s Not 
Rocket Science 7.25 Fierce 8.30 Film: 
Cannonball Run II (1984) 9.30 FYI Daily 

9.35 Film: Cannonball Run II (1984) 

10.40 Film: The Last Boy Scout (1991) 

11.40 FYI Daily 11.45 Film: The Last Boy 
Scout (1991) 12.55 The Motorsport 
Mavericks 1.55 Fifth Gear 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

4.00 The Big Bang Theory 6.30 Film: 

Iron Man 2 (2010) 9.00 Film: The 
Transporter (2002) 10.50 Gogglebox 

12.55 Rude Tube 2.00 Naked Attraction 

2.55 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 3.40 
Melissa & Joey 4.25 Revenge 
Film4 

1.00 Catch That Kid (2004) 2.45 Carry 
On Cleo (1964) 4.35 Rango (2011) 6.45 
Runaway Bride (1999) 9.00 The Wolf of 
Wall Street (2013) 12.30 A Field in 
England (2013) 2.15 Ben Wheatley 
Interview Special 2.25 Straightheads 
(2007) 4.00 Close 



MON 03/04/17 
BENS DISCO & KARAOKE 
TUE 04/04/17 
PREDATORS KARAOKE 
WED 05/04/17 
KNIGHTS QUEST 
SHOWCASE 
THUR 06/04/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 



THUR 30/3/17 
STARMAKERS KARAOKE 
FRI 31/03/17 
DAVE GOLDING 
SAT 01/04/17 
SIDE BY SIDE 
SUN 02/04/17 
STARMAKERSKARAOKE 


DAILY CARVERY 










































LIVING & SHOPPING IN 


Easter Egg Hunt 

We have 10 Easter eggs to be found 
around the town centre. Entry forms to 
be handed in to the Free Radio Entry 
Box in the Queens Square Shopping 
Centre 


PRIZE 

- Saturday - 

£300 

High Street voucher 
for overall winner 


PRIZE 

- Monday to Friday - 

£ 50l-ligh Street 

vouchers every day 


Monday 10th April to Saturday 15th April 10am - 4pm 
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Upgrades 


transfers 





Security 


Warranty 


_ _ 

mrbYftn mrt 


Unit 32, Queens Square Shopping Centre, 
West Bromwich B70 7NJ 
Tio 0121 5254329 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 5:30pm 



FONES 

ACCESSORIES AND MORE. 


10 Townsend Place, Kingswinfbrd 
DY69JL 

E 01384 295395 
Open Mon-Sat 9:30am - 6:00pm 


j info@fonestech.co.uk www.fonestech.co.uk 


ADCOCKS 

SOLICITORS 

Providing legal services in 
West Bromwich for over 100 years 

Legal services available locally Q(J(^0CkS 

Wills & Estates Commercial 

leasehold Reform Property 

Tel: 08454 70 80 81 

Email: info@adcocks.com Web: www.adcocks.com 
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Living & 

Shopping in 

West Bromwich 


Keep Up With All Things West 
Brom: 

West Bromwich BID Website: 
www.westbromwichtown.co.uk 
Twitter: @WestBromwichTC 

Facebook: West Bromwich Town 
Centre 

Queens Square Shopping Centre: 
www.queenssquaresc.co.uk 
Kings Square Shopping Centre: 

www.kings-square.net 
New Square Shopping Centre: 

www.newsquarewestbromwich. 

co.uk 

Astle Retail Park: 
www.astlepark.co.uk 


Update for signage 



West Brom’s pedestrian signage 
and wayfinding system was 
originally put in around 10 years 
ago. 

With the advent of New Square, the 
new Sandwell College, Providence 
Place and all other changes in the 
town, the system needed updating 
and a refresh. 

This project has now been 
completed, with all finger posts 
being updated with new directions 
and new destinations. 

The network of information nodes 
at key destinations and transport 
hubs has been expanded from 5 
nodes to 13, all the way from Carters 
Green to Overend Street, covering 
the entire West Bromwich Business 


Improvement District and the New 
Square shopping development. 

The style of the information nodes 
has been modernised to include 
location specific name and artwork, 
street map, street finder index and 
historical photo of the area. The 
system has also been changed 
to an innovative printing method 
whereby a single sheet of Perspex is 
reversed printed giving an attractive 
means of displaying information 
to the public whilst allowing the 
nodes to be cheaply and efficiently 
updated when development of road 
changes occur. The scheme has 
been led by Sandwell Council’s 
Planning Department, New Square 
and West Bromwich BID. 



Familiar face 
around town 

Zed Touche joined the West 
Bromwich BID Ambassador team. 

You’ll see Zed as a familiar face 
around the town centre in the near 
future. 

If you have any issues concerning 
the town centre, the Ambassadors 
are always available to help you. 

Do your new 
colleagues fit in 
place? 

Find the right 
pieces for the puzzle 
with Total Training... 

Total Training UK 
are offering a wide 
range of fully funded 
courses in order to 
help employers fill 
their recruitment 
needs. 

Need new staff to have a Food 
Hygiene Certificate? Done... Need 
new staff with a Customer Service 
qualification? Done... Need new 
staff with drive and determination? 
Consider it done! 

Our team is full of knowledge 
with over 20 years of recruitment 
experience and offers a cost- 
effective way of finding the right 
employee at no cost to you the 
employer! 

No more scraping through CVs 
and thousands of applications. 

Just the right candidate at your 
door. 

To find out more about our 
recruitment support or to learn about 
our extensive set of courses and 
support then please get in touch. 

T: 07496 881 355 E: 
alexmcgregor@total-training.uk.com 
Floor 1, Dartmouth House, Sandwell 
Road, West Bromwich, B70 8TQ. 





AAA 

MOBILE & 
COMPUTERS 

WE BUY & PART EXCHANGE PHONES 


CHILDREN'S ELECTRIC RIDE-ON 
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 


UNIT 11, KINGS SQUARE, WEST BROMWICH 

0121 553 1889 -si 


LWJUL {OPPOSITE ICELAND) 

OPENING TIMES 
MON ■ SAT 9AM UNTIL 5.30PM 
SUNDAY 10AM UNTIL 4PM 


COMMERCIAL FEATURE 


AAA Mobile & Computers 


also offer a service for 
part exchanging and 
purchasing mobile 
phones. 

Upon arrival in 
the wonderland of 
technology you are 
greeted with a smile 
and one thing that is for 
certain is you are sure to 
find something that will 
suit any budget. 

And as a special deal for 
customers if you mention 
Express and Star or 
Sandwell Chronicle they 
will give you 10% of your 
order. 


AAA Mobiles and Repairs 
have certainly bought a 
breath of fresh air into 
Kings Square and mostly 
with 0%Nicotine! 

Call in and see 
us now at Unit 11 
Kings Square, West 
Bromwich B70 7NW 
0121 553 1889 


If ■ ; 

HAVE A LOOK AT 
OUR AMAZING f %r, f 

PRICES v* 

' , * f *Il 


TOP 

***HDED 

WIPING 

products 


m$c% G 


MOBILE PHONE & 
LAPTOP REPAIR 
CENTRE 


AAA Mobile & 

Computers are a family 
run business with over 
20 years experience 
in retail, with shops 
throughout the Uk, They 
have recently decided 
to branch out into West 
Bromwich bringing 
with them an array of 
goods, from children’s 
electric ride ons, with 
working lights and 
indicators, showcasing 
mobile phones to suit 
all budgets, along with 
different types of laptops, 
along with all the latest 
vaping products and 
juices which proudly 
boast 0% nicotine. 

AAA are open seven 
days a week , Monday 
to Saturday 9 am until 
5.30pm, and Sunday 
10am until 4pm. The 
shop can easily be found 
as they are situated in 
Kings Square Shopping 
Centre right opposite 
Iceland. They also have 
a dedicated team for 
repairing laptops and 
mobile phones and 







































Force adapts to meet demands 
of the changing face of crime 




New Sergeants and a new team 
structure see West Midlands Police 

changing to meet the demands of the 
changing face of crime and the need to 
do more with less. 

Firstly I’d like to introduce myself. I’m Sgt Dee 
Hayes, myself and Sgt Rich Phillips are the 
newly appointed Neighbourhood Sergeants 
for the West Bromwich Township. 

West Midlands Police has recently 
undergone a restructure as part of our 2020 
change programme. This programme is 
designed to build a more efficient and modern 
police force, and will run in stages up to the 
year 2020. 

Team 

In terms of West Bromwich, this means 
that we have amalgamated the teams across 
the whole of West Bromwich into one big 
team. This allows us the ability to have 


Neighbourhood Officers on duty seven days 
a week to complement our Response and 
Investigation Teams locally. 

We can also respond more dynamically to 
emerging crime trends and target resources 


more effectively and efficiently. 

Officers and PCSOs have recently been 
issued with hand-held devices, or smart 
phones. 

These allow information to be accessed 


more easily, reducing the requirement to return 
to a police station and access a computer. Thus 
increasing the time officers and PCSOs are out 
on their patrol areas. 

This is one of a number of improvements we 
are making to our technology to support officers 
on the ground. So rest assured they are not 
all checking their Facebook status or tweeting 
about the football results! 

With spring fast approaching and some 
sunshine finally heading our way we all look 
forward to getting outside more. 

Unfortunately this is also true of a small number 
of individuals who behave in an anti-social 
manner and spoil it for others. 

These individuals at times can be intimidating 
and border on criminal activity. 

Others have moved onto full blown crime 
and are committing offences against other 
people living and working in the area. As 
a Neighbourhood Team we are targeting 
these individuals but we need your help and 
information. If you have any information or have 
witnessed any activity that you feel we should 
know about please contact us. 

If you are unsure if it’s relevant then tell us and 
we’ll decide, it usually forms part of a bigger 
picture. 

Your information helps us to target the right 
people with the right tactics to make West 
Bromwich a safer and more pleasant place to 
be. I look forward to meeting with you all out and 
about in the sunshine. 

And probably in the good old British rain too! 

Sgt Dee Hayes 
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Join the Easter 


egg hunt fun 


Join the West Bromwich BID this Easter 
for a town centre-wide egg hunt from April 
10-15. 

Along with free chocolate giveaways, 
we’ll be in the town centre throughout 
Easter week. Not only will you be given 
the chance to win £50 in High Street 
vouchers all week, there will be a chance 
to win a grand prize of £300 in vouchers on 
Saturday, April 15. 

Join us at 10am on Monday, April 10 for 
your chance to see Jo and Sparky officially 
open the event. 

Joe & Sparky from Free Radio said: “We 
are delighted to becoming back to West 
Bromwich Town Centre for another great 
family event. The Easter event was great 
fun last year and we’re hoping to see even 
more people joining in this year.” 

There will be 10 Easter eggs hidden in 
locations around the town centre for you 
to find! When you have found all 10 eggs, 
you’ll need to hand in your entry form to 
the Free Radio Entry Box in the Queens 
Square Shopping Centre. 

The West Bromwich Business 
Improvement District is responsible for 
delivering the events programme for the 
town centre throughout the year. 

Find out about exciting future events at 
www.westbromwichtown.co.uk 



Sidhu Pharmacy is situated next door 
to the new Lidl Superstore at 369-371 
High Street, West Bromwich. 


0121553 3258 




^ Sidhu 

PHARMACY SERVICES 

Sidhu Pharmacy has been established for over 31 years 
and during that time have developed a reputation for 
personal service. This has resulted in several generations 
of families using our services. 

1. We are able to collect and your prescription on a monthly 


all surgeries in and around the West 
Bromwich area. 

2 . Why not sign-up to ourElectmnic 
Prescription Service. YourGP 
surgery can send your prescription 
directly to our computer system and 
we will dispense and deliver it. 

3 . At Sidhu Pharmacy we under 
-stand that with increasing number 
of tablets, it can be difficult to keep 
track of what medication to take and 
when. We can fill your medication 
into a weekly disposable pill tray and 
deliver it to your home. 

4 . On your behalf our trained 
Pharmacy Technicians can Manage 


prescription on time and deliver if 
required. 

5 . Sidhu Pharmacy provides a 
FREE MOT Health Check (BP, 
Sugar-Diabetes and Cholestrol, 
however there is a charge of £3 for 
the cholesterol strip) 

6 . We pmvide the seasonal flu- 
vaccination free for those over 65, 
diabetic patients, chronic respiratory 
disease, pregnant women, chronic 
kidney and liver disease, carer. No 
appointment required. 

7 . We also pmvide The Minor 
Ailment Scheme. This is where the 
Pharmacist will be able to assess 
your needs, give you advice and 
suggest medicines if appropriate. 

8 . Sidhu pharmacy has three 
private consulting suites where we 
are able to discuss your medications 
and give pmfessional advice. 




Opening Times: 
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm, Sat 9am - 1pm 
Check us out on Facebook or on our website www.sidhupharmacy.co.uk 


Decoron jf 




Sandwell’s Largest Independent, Multi Award 
Winning, family owned and run decorating store 


Voted Britains Best Decorating Store 


Yes there is a good wallpaper store 


Lots of the latest designs available in store 
Come in, feel the quality and check out the colours 


Leading names suppliers 

Anthology Erismann 


Arthouse 
Cole & Son 
Colemans 
Roberto Cavalli 
Large Pattern Book Library 



Store Address 

466 - 468 High Street, 
Carters Green, West 
Bromwich 
B70 9LD 


Graham & Brown 
Belgravia 
AS Creations 
Rasch 

* Instore paint 
mixing 

> Large range of 
ready mixed paint 
in store 

» Decorating tools, 
brushes and 
sundries 

Opening Hours 

Monday - Friday 
8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am - 5pm 
Closed Sundays 


including 

Holden 

Harlequin 

Crown 

Coloroll 

Vymura 

Two floors of Wallpaper 
Our staff have over 
100 years combined 
experience and are here 
to help and advise 


Carters Green High Street 


II 


Tel: 0121 553 3707 www.decoron.co.uk 
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Major repairs get under way 



We have started preparatory work for a major concrete 
repair and waterproofing scheme on the M5 Oldbury 
Viaduct between Junctions 1 and 2, in advance of the 
main scheme which is planned to start after Easter 2017. 

The M5 is one of the busiest routes in the country, 
carrying a mix of traffic through the Midlands and onwards 
to routes in the north and south. By maintaining this key 
corridor we are delivering a huge investment in Oldbury that 
will support economic growth locally and in the wider West 
Midlands. This supports our commitment to ensuring that 
the region’s roads are fit for now and for the future. 

Intervention is required now to repair the damaged 
sections in order to prevent bigger challenges and further 
disruption in the future. Once complete, customers will 
benefit from a safer, more resilient route and enhanced 
driver experience. 

To minimise impact around the Birmingham area we 
have programmed this work now to maximise a window of 
opportunity before proposed work on other areas of the 
wider West Midlands, including HS2. We have collaborated 
with local authorities to consider their work programmes 
and suggestions for traffic management and agreed 
diversion routes. 



Journey planning and disruption 

This section of the M5 is particularly busy and is a 
commuter hub with traffic joining with the M6 and other 
roads into and out of Birmingham and other cities in the 
region. The local area around Oldbury and West Bromwich 
has many businesses, small and large and a number of 
leisure/shopping destinations. All rely on the road network 
to successfully function. We have therefore limited the 
period we are on site to the absolute minimum. Our experts 
have designed the traffic management to maintain access 
to the M5 and thereby limit the resulting congestion on the 
local roads. 

We will do everything possible to plan and manage our 
roadworks to keep traffic moving. However there will still be 
some disruption to the M5 and routes leading into or out 
of these junctions. We recommend that you plan ahead 
and allow extra time for your journeys. You may wish to 
consider using alternative routes and modes of transport 


where possible. If you use this route to commute it is also 
worth considering, where possible, car sharing or working 
from home. For information on public transport, please visit 
www.networkwestmidlands.com 

Timeline 

• January 2017 - Preparatory work under overnight 
closures 

• March 2017-We will hold public information events in 
advance of main work starting 

• After Easter 2017 - Start of main work Traffic 
Management with a contraflow being ultimately 
implemented 

• Autumn 2018 - Target completion date 

The scheme in detail 

Through the West Midlands, various parts of the M5 
are on elevated sections, or viaducts, constructed from 
concrete in the late 1960s. As the number of vehicles has 


increased, so has the amount of maintenance necessary 
to keep this road safe and open to traffic. Oldbury Viaduct 
carries approximately 3km of the elevated sections of the 
M5 to the west of Birmingham between Junctions 1 and 2. 

The structure itself is safe, but we need to carry out 
essential repair work to the waterproofing on this section 
to ensure that drivers continue to have safe and reliable 
journeys. The structural integrity relies on a waterproofing 
system, which is hidden under the road surface and 
protects the steel bars reinforcing the concrete from 
corrosion. We are currently carrying out preparatory 
work employing overnight lane closures and weekend 
overnight full closures of both the slip roads and the main 
carriageway. 

Main work is planned to commence after Easter when 
we will start by removing the surfacing on the southbound 
carriageway to investigate the condition of the concrete 
underneath. At this stage we will know the level of 
repairs required and will be able to give an update on the 
programme. 

Once this is complete the damaged concrete will be 
repaired and a new waterproofing layer applied. This will 
then be repeated on the northbound carriageway. 

To enable safe access to undertake this work we will need 
to close one carriageway at a time. To keep this vital route 
open we will implement a contraflow system whereby both 
the northbound and southbound traffic runs on one side 
of the carriageway. This will allow us to keep two narrow 
lanes running in each direction. The final phase will involve 
repairing and re-waterproofing the central reserve and 
installing a new concrete barrier to improve safety. This 
work will be undertaken with three narrow lanes in each 
direction. For the majority of the scheme the slip roads will 
remain open. 

Contact us 

• Scheme website: http://roads.highways.gov.uk/projects/ 
m5-junction-1 -to-2-oldbury- viaduct/ 

• Check live traffic information before setting off at: 

www.trafficengland.com. 

• For information on public transport, visit: 

www.networkwestmidlands.com 

• For general enquires about the scheme you can also 

call the Highways England customer contact centre 

on 0300 123 5000. 



now 

£999 


HOM 


• BEDS 

• SOFAS 
CARPETS 


Berwick memory foam 
and spring, double divan 
with 2 free drawers 
and headboard. 


Stafford double 
divan with 
luxurious fillings 


Firm Feel 
Double Divan 


£299 


£239 


Leather/fabric 

suite 

was £1699 


Qool Gel 
double divan 


2 Seater 
Hagley Sofa 


£399 


£699 


Twist pile carpc 
stripe or plain 


Heavy Domestic 
twist carpet 


Stain Safe 
carpet 


OPENING TIMES MON-SAT 9.30-5PM 

Telephone 0121 588 5904 

215 WALSALL RD, STONE CROSS B71 3HS 

homecomfortsx@hotmail.com 

Headboards Sold Separately 


West Bromwich 


Easter Egg 
Hunt 


We have 10 Easter eggs to be 

found around the town centre. 
Entry forms to be handed in to 

the Free Radio Entry Box in 

the Queens Square 
Shopping Centre 




PRIZE 

- Monday to Friday - 

£50 

High Street vouchers 
every day 

Monday 10th April to Saturday 15th April 10am - 4pm 


PRIZE 

- Saturday - 

£300 

High Street voucher for 
overall winner 


jWjhiiMI 


PAUL & Co. solicitors - 


The P ’ Pauls Firm 


FREE Darkina First Floor 15 St Michael Street TELEPHONE: 0121 5331990 OPENING TIMES: 

,.,?B 5 FAX: 0121 525 7855 MON DAY-FRIDAY 

spaces at rear West Bromwich B70 7AB MOBILE: 07958 400102 9AM-1 PM 2PM-5PM 





































































Turkey with Simon Reeve 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

In the second half of the 
journey, Simon travels along 
the Black Sea Coast to the 
capital of Ankara and the 
Northern Highlands, witnessing 
first hand the aftermath of 
fighting in Kurdish areas and 
meeting a conservationist 
attempting to preserve the 
region's brown bears. He then 
returns to Istanbul, where he 
takes part in a popular TV 
series set in the palace of the 
Ottoman Sultans. 


BBCl 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.25 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Underthe Hammer. (R) 2.10 Countryfile 
Spring Diaries. (R) 2.55 Escape to the 
Country. (R) 3.20 Songs of Praise. 4.00 
Rowing: The Boat Races. Live coverage 
of the men’s and women’s University 
Boat Races. 

6.25 BBC News. 

6.40 Regional Programme. 

6.50 Countryfile. Reports on the UK’s 
forests. Matt Baker helps out with 
an inventory of the New Forest’s 
trees, and Ellie Harrison visits 
Inverness to take a look at 
industrial timber production and 
the impact of forestry on red 
squirrels. Sean Fletcher reports on 
the Scottish tradition of hutting, 
John Craven examines the revival 
of working with horses in forests, 
and Charlotte Smith discovers 
whether enough trees are being 
planted in Britain. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from 
Caversham Park, near 
Reading, home to the BBC’s 
international news monitoring 
service. Items brought in to be 
valued include some notes written 
by a 17th-century Shakespeare 
fan, a ring connected to a moving 
story of the California Gold Rush, 
and watercolour illustrations 
depicting life in 18th-century 
India. 

9.00 Line of Duty. A new DCI is placed 
in charge of Operation Trapdoor as 
Roz fails to report for duty. A 
dismembered body is discovered, 
and the AC-12 team delves deeper 
into the case as evidence mounts 
up that an innocent man has been 
convicted of crimes he did not 
commit. Kate makes progress in 
her undercover role as all the signs 
point to crucial evidence being 
covered up by Roz, but the 
investigation suffers a setback 
when the team discovers that the 
main informant, forensics 
investigator Tim Ifield, has gone 
missing. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. 

II. 35 I’m Different: Let Me Drive. 

12.05 Weather for the Week Ahead. 
12.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 


6.15 An Island Parish. (R) 6.45 The 
Beechgrove Garden. 7.15 Around the 
World in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.15 
Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. 
(R) 9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 

11.15 Nigel Slater: Eating Together. (R) 

11.45 Simply Nigella. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 
Extra. 1.00 World Figure Skating 
Championships. 3.00 When Danny Won 
the Masters. 3.30 Holiday of My Lifetime 
with Len Goodman. (R) 4.00 The House 
That £100K Built. (R) 5.00 Flog It! (R) 
6.00 Inside the Factory: Cereal. Gregg 

Wallace and Cherry Healey return 
with the programme shedding 
light on how some of Britain’s 
biggest factories make the nation’s 
favourite products, beginning with 
popular breakfast cereals. Gregg 
starts by receiving a boat-load of 
corn fresh from Argentina, and 
witnesses as it is cooked, milled 
and flavoured to become a top¬ 
selling cereal brand. Cherry learns 
about the immunity-boosting 
powers of vitamin D, which is 
added to many of the UK’s most 
popular cereals, and historian 
Ruth Gordon samples a Victorian 
breakfast of lobster and pig’s head, 
as part of a daily meal that 
included 4,500 calories. (R) 

7.00 Robot Wars. Dara O Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the final 
heat, with reigning champion 
Apollo taking on rival contenders 
Ms Nightshade, Coyote, Rusty, 
Crackers’n’Smash, Meggamouse, 
Trolley Rage and Carbide through 
two group battles and a mini¬ 
league. The battles are all overseen 
by judges Professor Noel Sharkey, 
Professor Sethu Vijayakumar and 
Dr Lucy Rogers. 

8.00 Top Gear. Motoring magazine, 
featuring test drives of the latest 
models. 

9.00 Turkey with Simon Reeve. Part 
two of two. Simon travels along 
the Black Sea Coast to the capital 
of Ankara, and witnesses first 
hand the aftermath of fighting in 
Kurdish areas before returning to 
Istanbul. 

10.00 Live at the Apollo. Host Joe Lycett 
introduces Ivo Graham and Phil 
Wang to the stage before a packed 
house at London’s Hammersmith 
Apollo. (R) 

10.45 Film: Dead Poets Society. (1989) 
Drama, with Robin Williams. 

12.50 Sign Zone: Question Time. (R) 

1.50 Holby City. (R) 2.45 This Is BBC 
Two. 


ITV 


6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.10 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.35 Dino 
Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 6.45 Sooty. 
(R) 6.55 Signed Stories: Share a Story. 
(R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 7.05 
Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Ultimate 
Spider-Man: Web Warriors. 8.20 
Scrambled!: Horrid Henry. (R) 8.45 
Scrambled!: Teen Titans Go! 9.05 
Scrambled!: Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 
ITV News. 9.30 Countrywise: Guide to 
Britain. (R) 10.00 Secret Dealers. (R) 
11.00 Wild Australia with Ray Mears. (R) 

11.30 ITV News; Weather. 11.45 Film: 
From Russia with Love. (1963) 2.00 The 
Voice UK. (R) 3.50 Little Big Shots. (R) 
4.55 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. (R) 

5.30 Regional Programme; 

Weather.5.40 ITV News; Weather. 

6.00 Five Gold Rings. Game show, 

hosted by Phillip Schofield, in 
which two friends take on a father 
and son to answer visual 
questions by placing rings on an 
LED floor. 

7.00 The Voice UK. Conclusion of the 
two-part final, as we learn which of 
the three remaining acts will be 
this year’s winner and gain a 
prestigious contract with Polydor 
Records. Last in the series. 

8.00 Vera. The detective is called to the 
University of Northumberland 
when Jamie Marshall, a promising 
young journalism student, falls to 
his death from the top of a disused 
faculty building. With no 
eyewitnesses and no immediate 
leads, Vera turns to friends and 
family to glean all she can about 
Jamie, and to discover who might 
have wanted him dead. With 
Brenda Blethyn, Kenny Doughty 
and Jon Morrison. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.15The Nightly Show Best Bits. 
Highlights of the fifth week of the 
entertainment show, with Gordon 
Ramsay presenting a mix of 
topical monologues, studio 
games, celebrity guests, stand-up 
and video clips. 

10.45 Film: Hard Target. (1993) An out- 
of-work merchant sailor 
investigates sadistic hunters who 
stalk human prey in New Orleans. 
John Woo’s action thriller, starring 
Jean-Claude Van Damme. 

12.30 Jackpot247. 3.00 The Cube. (R) 

3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 


6.20 The King of Queens. (R) 6.45 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.10 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.35 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 12.55 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.25 The Simpsons. (R) 1.50 
Gogglesprogs. (R) 2.55 Film: Gulliver’s 
Travels. (2010) Fantasy comedy, starring 
Jack Black. 4.30 Film: Night at the 
Museum. (2006) Fantasy comedy, 
starring Ben Stiller. 

6.35 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Titanic: The New Evidence. 

Investigative journalist and Titanic 
expert Senan Molony examines 
recently recovered photographs of 
the doomed ship, which provide 
fresh insight into the reasons for 
its sinking. The images reveal a 
strange mark on the hull, which 
may prove previously overlooked 
stories of a fire raging in the boiler 
room. This blaze may explain why 
the captain chose to ignore 
warnings of icebergs ahead and 
why the vessel sank so quickly 
after the fatal collision. (R) 

8.00 Spying on the Royals. Part one of 
a two-part documentary 
examining an espionage operation 
conducted to gather information 
on Edward VIII and Wallis 
Simpson. Shown to mark the 80th 
anniversary of the king’s 
abdication, the programmes 
examines recently declassified 
documents revealing the extent of 
the surveillance and who ordered 
it, as well as featuring dramatic 
reconstructions and eyewitness 
accounts. 

9.00 Homeland. Dar plays his hand and 
Quinn revisits his past. Thriller 
following a team of CIA agents 
battling terrorists and problems in 
their personal lives. Claire Danes 
stars. 

10.05Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.008 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the hybrid 
comedy panel quiz show, as guest 
team captain David Walliams joins 
forces with Jonathan Ross, while 
Jon Richardson teams up with Joe 
Lycett. (R) 

12.00 Film: Seven Psychopaths. (2012) 
2.00 The Last Leg. (R) 2.55 Great British 
Buildings: Restoration of the Year. (R) 

3.50 Building the Dream. 


CHANNEL 5 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 

6.15 Paw Patrol. (R) 6.25 Bob the 
Builder. (R) 6.40 Fireman Sam. (R) 6.50 
Rupert Bear. (R) 7.00 Oily the Little 
White Van. 7.05 Wanda and the Alien. 

(R) 7.20 Little Princess. (R) 7.30 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 7.45 Blaze and the Monster 
Machines. (R) 8.15 Noddy: Toyland 
Detective. (R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little 
Kingdom. (R) 8.45 Shimmer and Shine. 
(R) 9.15 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.25 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 9.35 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 
(R) 9.45 Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 

10.20 Football on 5: The Championship. 
(R) 11.05 Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 

11.35 The Gadget Show. (R) 12.35 
Police Interceptors. (R) 1.35 Film: 
Operation: Daybreak. (1975) 3.50 Film: 
The Four Feathers. (2002) Historical 
adventure, starring Heath Ledger. 

6.15 5 News Weekend. 

6.20 Inside Kensington Palace. The 
history of famous buildings, 
beginning by going behind 

the scenes of the royal 
residence, home to the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, and Prince 
Harry. (R) 

7.05 Inside Buckingham Palace. Part 
two of two. Despite being closed 
and secretive, the Palace is a 
symbol of everything British. This 
edition reflects on previous 
monarchs’ accomplishments 
during their reign. (R) 

8.00 Disobedient Dogs Make You 
Laugh Out Loud. Compilation of 
internet videos featuring dogs 
doing humorous things. 

9.00 The Michael McIntyre Story. 
Documentary about the 
comedian’s rise to fame, 
examining his breakthrough 
performance at the 2006 Royal 
Variety show and role in the 
reinvention of stand-up comedy 
on TV. 

10.3020 Moments That Shocked 
Comedy. Countdown of 
memorable comedy moments, 
including the launch of The 
Young Ones and Spitting 
Image, and the controversy 
surrounding Monty Python’s Life 
of Brian. (R) 

12.00 Football League Tonight: The 
Checkatrade Trophy. 12.45 Police 
Interceptors: Takedown. (R) 1.10 
SuperCasino. 3.10 Yorkshire: A Year in 
the Wild. (R) 4.00 Criminals: Caught on 
Camera. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 5.15 
Wildlife SOS. (R) 5.40 Angels of Jarm. 

(R) 5.50 Roary the Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Dame Vera Lynn: Happy 100th 
Birthday 8.00 Giselle: Belle of the Ballet 
9.00 Do We Really Need the Moon? 

10.00 Gravity and Me: The Force that 
Shapes our Lives 11.30 Sex: A Horizon 
Guide 12.30 The Story of Maths 1.30 The 
Century That Wrote Itself 2.30 How to 
Get Ahead: At Versailles 3.30 Close 
ITV2 

I. 05 2Awesome: Guidance 1.40 
2Awesome: Fame High 1.55 2Awesome: 
LA Story 2.10 2Awesome: Side Effects 
2.40 The Hot Desk: Emma Willis 2.50 
You’ve Been Framed! Gold 3.20 Ant & 
Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway 4.55 
Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 5.55 FYI Daily 6.00 
Film: The Princess Diaries 2: Royal 
Engagement (2004) 7.15 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 8.15 FYI Daily 8.20 Film: Liar Liar 
(1997) 9.00 Ibiza Weekender 10.00 
Family Guy 11.30 American Dad! 12.25 
The Cleveland Show 1.20 The Vampire 
Diaries 2.15 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

II. 30 Heidi 1.45 Agatha Christie’s 
Sparkling Cyanide 3.50 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.00 Midsomer Murders 8.00 
Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 9.00 
Les Dawson: An Audience With That 
Never Was 10.00 Les Dawson Forever 
11.05 Film: Steptoe and Son Ride Again 
(1973) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: 
Steptoe and Son Ride Again (1973) 1.10 
Agatha Christie’s Sparkling Cyanide 2.50 
May the Best House Win 4.35 On the 
Buses 5.30 ITV3 Nightscreen 

ITV4 

7.15 The Big Fish Off 8.15 Film: Jackie 
Chan’s First Strike (1996) 9.15 FYI Daily 

9.20 Film: Jackie Chan’s First Strike 
(1996) 10.00 Film: First Blood (1982) 
11.00 FYI Daily 11.05 Film: First Blood 
(1982) 11.55 Film: Cliffhanger (1993) 

12.55 FYI Daily 1.00 Film: Cliffhanger 
(1993) 2.10 Hogan’s Heroes 2.45 ITV4 
Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 

E4 

2.00 The Goldbergs 3.30 Black-ish 4.00 
Baby Daddy 4.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 

5.30 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Marvel’s 
Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo Fixers 
11.00 Celebrity First Dates 12.05 Naked 
Attraction 1.10 Gogglebox 2.15 Bizarre 
ER 3.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
Film4 

1.00 Love Happens (2009) 3.10 The 
Hound of the Baskervilles (1959) 4.55 
The Seeker: The Dark Is Rising (2007) 

6.55 Ferris Bueller’s Day Off (1986) 9.00 
Chef (2014) 11.15 Blood Ties (2013) 

1.45 Weekend (201 1)3.50 Close 



DOORS 


THE HARRIER 

FINEST INDIAN CUISINE & BBQ 


ENTERTAINMENT EVERY FRIDAY 
AND SATURDAY NIGHT 


SATURDAY 1ST APRIL 2017 - DISCO 


NOW 

aVAN-AB lE 


T, 






FREE Function Room Available Childrens Play Area Outside Seating Area 
ANY FUNCTION CATERED FOR • BIRTHDAYS • CHRISTENINGS • WEDDINGS etc 


POWIS AVENUE, TIPTON DY4 ONF 0121 557 3896 


• « 


c&t 


Window 


and 


Specialists in: Misty and broken glass units 
Leaks, seals and drafts 


Doors & Windows Ltd ^ 

Tel: 01902 842706 / 07759 536818 
www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
ALL AREAS COVERED 
Email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Handles, hinges and locks - repaired or replaced • insurance work - NO problem 
Rectification of badly fitted installations 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


Over 25 years experience — COMPETITIVE PPICES111 
For Free advice and quote call Mark Guest on 


01384 456490 or 07976 227034 


Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 




To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 


iWOlODROW JOINERY 

Floors to Doors | Windows to Roofs 
Kitchens to Wardrobes | Fencing to Decking 
All carpentry work undertaken 

>07946 812807 • 0121 588 5053 


Unglazed/Glazed from £349.00 fully fitted. New improved 
10 point locking system fully reinforced. Many more designs available. 


conservatory i Bi-Fold French 
3 mtr x 3 mtr I Doors Patio Doors 
From £4500 I From £999 From £649 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Conan the Barbarian, Channel 5,11.05pm 

An evil warlord kills a barbarian chieftain, whose son 
grows up to be a mighty warrior and seeks revenge 
for his father’s death. He finds there is more at stake, 
as the tyrant is close to acquiring all the pieces of a 
magic mask, which will make him all-powerful. 

Fantasy adventure, with Jason Momoa. (2011) 

TUESDAY 

Strangers in Amish Country, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A military nurse returns from a tour of duty in 
Afghanistan to her family’s farm in rural Ohio, and falls 
for an Amish neighbour after an intruder wreaks 
havoc. Romantic drama, starring Jes Macallan. (2017) 

WEDNESDAY 

Abducted: The Carlina White Story, Channel 5, 
3.15pm 

A couple take their three-week-old baby to a hospital 
for treatment, but she is snatched by a woman 
desperate for a child. She raises the infant as her own 
for years, but as the girl grows up, she begins to 
suspect the truth and resolves to investigate her 
kidnapping and find her parents. Fact-based drama, 
starring Keke Palmer and Aunjanue Ellis. (2012) 



THURSDAY 

Bond of Silence, Channel 5,3.15pm 

A woman searches for answers after her husband is 
mysteriously murdered while trying to subdue a wild 
teenage house party on New Year’s Eve. However, as 
she tries to find out the truth, she faces secrecy at 
every turn from the party-goers and their parents. 
Drama, starring Kim Raver, Greg Grunberg and 
Charlie McDermott. (2010) 

FRIDAY 

The Stepford Wives, BBC1,11.50pm 

A ruthless TV boss suffers a nervous breakdown and 
is persuaded to relocate to an idyllic town. However, 
she begins to suspect something is very wrong with 
the local women and sets out to discover the dark 
secret behind the seemingly perfect community. Frank 
Oz’s comedy remake of the 1975 satire, with Nicole 
Kidman, Matthew Broderick, Bette Midler, Glenn Close 
and Christopher Walken. (2004) 


The new teams hope they 
can rise to the challenge 


E ven in the year of Brexit, 
Donald Trump becoming 
US President and the 
deaths of a distressing number of 
much-loved celebrities, the 
announcement in September 2016 
that The Great British Bake Off was 
leaving the BBC was frontpage 
news. 

It was still making headlines this 
year too, as it was revealed that 
Sandi Toksvig and Noel Fielding will 
be taking over as presenters after 
Mel and Sue declined to make the 
jump to Channel 4, while former 
Great British Menu expert Prue Leith 
will be filling the judging role 
vacated by Mary Berry. 

But amid all the speculation about 
how the new line-up will fare and 
when the next series is likely to hit 
our screens, you may have missed 
out on the news that another 
member of the Bake Off family has 
been undergoing a makeover of its 
own. 

If you need your memory jogged, 
the first series of Bake Off: Creme 
de la Creme aired on BBC Two last 
year, and gave teams of 


professional pastry chefs the 
chance to show what they could do. 

Given that the amateurs on The 
Great British Bake Off have rustled 
us such spectacular creations as a 
bread lion, a cake Moulin Rouge 
and a gingerbread Colosseum, it 
was hoped that the experts would 
come up with some truly jaw- 
dropping showstoppers - and they 
definitely delivered. 

However, the series still got 
something of a mixed response 
from viewers and the critics. While 
we perhaps should have expected 
Creme de la Creme to be more 
openly competitive than the jolly, 
pastel-coloured Bake Off tent - after 
all, these contestants were putting 
their professional reputations on the 
line - the fact that three different 
teams competed in each episode 
meant there wasn’t much of a 
chance to get to know the individual 
bakers. 

Add in the complicated scoring 
system - each of the three judges 
marked each round out of 30 - and 
it began to seem as if the series was 
lacking some of the heart and 


humour that had made its sister 
show such a hit. 

So, there have been a few tweaks 
to the recipe this time around, 
including a new presenter as Angus 
Deayton takes over from Michelin- 
starred chef Tom Kerridge, 
presumably to add a layman’s 
perspective to what had been a very 
technical show. 

The judging panel has been 
reduced from three to two, with 
Cherish Finden and Benoit Blin 
returning to their roles, and there’s 
also been a change to the format. 

This time around, two groups of five 
teams will compete across three 
heats to give us a chance to get know 
them and pick someone to root for. 

But the standard of baking hasn’t 
been relaxed, as in the opening 
edition, the teams are asked to 
make 36 identical Moka au Cafe 
slices and 36 identical Napoleons, 
in just three hours before 
reinventing the Peach Melba as a 
fabulous showstopper. 

And the team with the fewest 
points will be going home. 



Bake Off: Creme de la Creme, Tuesday, BBC2, 8pm 



MONDAY 
Child of Our Time 
BBC1,9pm 

For most of us, the millennium probably doesn’t feel 
as if it was that long ago, but the 25 children born in 
2000 who are taking part in this series are now 16, 
which means they are free to live by themselves, 
get married, pay taxes and even have offspring of 
their own. Robert Winston and Tanya Byron catch 
up with the group in this two-part documentary. 
Among the highlights is Charlie’s first taste of love, 
Eve’s life-changing revelation, and Jamie discussing 
the shocking events that caused him to re-evaluate 
his priorities. There’s also an insight into research 
involving human biology and neuroscience that 
helps to explain the most baffling aspects of this 
stage of life. Yes, there really is a reason for moody 
teenagers! 

TUESDAY 

The Richard Dimbleby Lecture 2017 
BBC1,10.45pm 

John O Brennan spent almost four years as director 
of the CIA, and as chief counterterrorism adviser to 
Barack Obama. In light of shocking events in 
London on March 22, the threat of terrorism is more 
relevant than ever, so this year’s Richard Dimbleby 
Lecture should prove all too topical. Here Brennan 


discusses the future security and stability of the 
world, drawing on his experience of intelligence 
collection and analysis and covert operations to 
determine how societies will protect themselves in 
the face of turbulent global events. 

WEDNESDAY 

Me and My Dog: The Ultimate Contest 
BBC2, 8pm 

New series. Chris Packham hosts the show where 
dog owners and their pets compete in physical 
and mental challenges designed to test their ability 
to communicate, with trainers and canine scientists 
on hand to help them develop the relationship 
between human and animal. In the first episode, 
half the contestants must lead their dogs 
through a series of gates using verbal and 
physical signals, while the others must 
collect tennis balls in fast-flowing water. 

The final challenge sees the owners and 
dogs compete in a tethered biking 
challenge, to decide who has triumphed 
in the first stage of the contest. 

THURSDAY 

Alone with the In-Laws 
BBC2, 8pm 

Is modern marriage really that much 


different from relationships of the past? And can 
modern couples learn something from their 
parents? Those are the questions tackled in 
this programme which places a soon-to-be-wed 
pair with their in-laws to see what they can 
learn from the people who raised them and 
their partner. We meet Chris and Stacey 
from Bristol who are getting married in 
the summer. While planning for 
j their big day is one thing, the couple 
j also obviously want to make a 
I success making a success of the 
' years that follow. To help out, 

Reverend Kate Bottley from Gogglebox 
k arranges for them to 
^ spend a few days with 
their respective in-laws- 
to-be. What will the 
experiment tell each 
of them about their 
i partner’s 
V expectation of 
^married life? And 
A will Chris and 
A Stacey still feel 
the same about 
trying the 
knot? 




REST 


Unreported World 
Channel 4,7.30pm 

The statistics of the Syrian refugee crisis are hard to 
comprehend. More than three million people have 
now fled the country, with Lebanon alone taking in 
one and a half million. And that number is increasing 
daily. In this powerful documentary, Shaunagh 
Connaire reports from the country where, despite 
offers of assistance from the international 
community, some of those most in need - refugee 
children with serious medical conditions - are dying 
while they wait for help. Several developed nations 
have promised to help the most vulnerable 
youngsters and resettle them. However, it seems 
there are limits on medical grounds as to who is 
being accepted, resulting in some of the sickest 
children and their families being behind. 


The Graham Norton Show 
BBC1,10.35pm 

The Irishman returns with a brand new run of 13 
shows. Here, Graham catches up with Michael 
Caine and Morgan Freeman, stars of new heist 
comedy Going in Style. Plus, comedian Jack 
Whitehall and Game of Thrones actress Gemma 
Whelan talk about their roles in BBC One’s Evelyn 
Waugh adaptation, Decline and Fall. 



'BLINDS 


Collyer & McBride 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 


We are an Independent family owned and run 
business who has proudly been serving families 
and the local community for over 100 years. 

2 Hollyhedge House, Hollyhedge Road, 
West Bromwich, B71 3AA 
(100 yards from Sandwell Hospital) 

0121 588 5377 
Branches at: 

West Bromwich Handsworth Perry Barr 

Tel. 0121 588 5377 Tel. 0121 554 0617 Tel. 0121 356 4489 
24 Hour Service 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 

• Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 


STAR CkUTC-HES JTD 8c 


SERVICE CENTRE 

★ CLUTCHES ★ GEAR BOXES ★ SERVICING 
^ ★ NOW STOCKING PARTS & ACCESSORIES 

-JL. ★ MOTS ★ RECOVERY ★ EXHAUSTS + 

★ BODYWORK ★ TYRES ★ DIAGNOSTICS 

ALL MECHANICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN > 


12 New Swan Lane, Black Lake, West Bromwich B70 OPG 
Tel: 0121 553 5914 
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FORTHCOMING HOLIDAYS 

* New Mercedes coaches • Free local coach stops • Door to Door collection service 


DATE 

10/4 

DAYS 

5 

Paignton/Torquay (more dates) 

DATE 

23/6 

DAYS 

3 

Leicester/Bosworth Battle 

14/4 

4 

Tenby (more dates) 

26/6 

5 

Babbacombe 

17/4 

5 

Eastbourne (more dates) 

3/7 

5 

Scarborough 

17/4 

5 

Isle of Wight (more dates) 

9/7 

6 

Durham and Northumbria 

1/5 

5 

Weymouth (more dates) 

19/7 

5 

Llandudno (more dates) 

1/5 

5 

Weston Super Mare (more dates) 

22/7 

7 

Tour of Celtic Countries 

15/5 

5 

Dover/Canterbury 

20/5 

5 

Great Yarmouth 

22/5 

5 

Cornwall (Looe)(more dates) 

23/7 

7 

Scotland Fort William 

22/5 

6 

Highland Railways 

31/7 

5 

North Devon Bideford 

29/5 

5 

Ilfracombe 

31/7 

5 

Isle of Scilly 

29/5 

5 

Snowdonia and Trains 

6/8 

5 

Peak District 

5/6 

5 

Bournemouth (more dates) 

21/8 

5 

Chester and Arley Hall 

5/6 

5 

Warners Thornsby Hall 

26/8 

6 

Ireland The Giants Causeway 

8/6 

5 

Norfolk Broads 

29/9 

5 

Isle of Man 

22/6 

5 

Sidmouth (more dates) 

10/10 

8 

Channel Islands 


Great choice of other destinations please consult our brochure 


Request a brochure online www.bowensholidays.com or call 0121 559 1237 
Bowens Holidays, 14 Peckingham Street, Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3AN 
Office hours Monday to Saturday 9am to 5pm 
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Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


o 

2 

z 

3 

A 

4 

V 

5 

K 

6 

B 

7 

Y 

8 

F 

9 

R 

10 

S 

ii 

U 

12 

w 

13 

L 

Q 

15 

G 

16 

D 

17 

P 

18 

T 

19 

N 

20 

M 

21 

c 

22 

E 

23 

H 

24 

J 

25 

X 

26 


1 

14 

2 

15 

3 

16 

4 

17 

5 

18 

6 

19 

7 

20 

8 

21 

9 

22 

10 

23 

11 

24 

L 

12 

25 

13 

26 

o 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 

Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

4. Forward some 
money (7) 

8. Rose is involved in 
basketwork (6) 

9. A misguided vicar 
gets direction in 
greed (7) 

10. More suitable as a 
workman? (6) 

11. It may be rude to 
make a digression 
( 6 ) 

12. No result of snap 
decision (8) 

18. It may be taken 
to promote good 
feeling (8) 

20. Go over undulating 
track (6) 

21. Kind of pastel 
sheets (6) 

22. Somewhat 
overstrained in 
verbal construction 
(7) 

23. One eats it, as 
matter of course (6) 

24. Supports inferior 
goods (7) 


Down 

1. Go in for modified 
coverage (7) 

2. Grape-producer 
includes a label to 
mark its year (7) 

3. Ranted perhaps 
when heated (6) 

5. Business interest 

( 8 ) 

6. Put in charge at the 
lemonade factory? 
( 6 ) 

7. Naturally, it raises 
awkward points (6) 

13. Put into liquidation 

( 8 ) 

14. Get into bad shape 
(7) 

15. A complaint soon 
spotted? (7) 

16. A bang on the 
head? (6) 

17. Fuss about the 
French in Spain (6) 

19. Is left and right in 
the water (6) 



Sudoku 


Quick Clues: 


Across 

Down 

4. Quarrel (7) 

1. Treachery (7) 

8. Symbol (6) 

2. Notice (7) 

9. Attack (7) 

3. Occupant (6) 

10. Enemy (6) 

5. Example (8) 

11. Tone of voice (6) 

6. Swagger (6) 

12. Dedication (8) 

7. Gift (6) 

18. Voluntary (4-4) 

13. Lower (8) 

20. Discuss (6) 

14. Malady (7) 

21. Hidden (6) 

15. Palpable (7) 

22. Spear (7) 

16. 10 years (6) 

23. Individual (6) 

17. Obvious (6) 

24. 100 years (7) 

19. Exultant (6) 
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Fill in the grid 
above so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Screwdriver; 9 Nip; 

10 Estimator; 11 Orbit; 13 Runways; 14 Parish; 
16 Ledger; 18 Special; 19 Tests; 20 Endurance; 
21 Tie; 22 Proposition. Down: 2 Cup; 

3 Event; 4 Dotard; 5 Immense; 6 Estranges; 

7 Encompassed; 8 Pre-stressed; 12 Bartender; 

15 Stirrup; 17 Planes; 19 Treat; 21 Too. 

QUICK - Across: 1 Forgiveness; 9 Inn; 

10 Animation; 11 Ashen; 13 Execute; 14 Pariah; 

16 Strafe; 18 Orifice; 19 Spend; 20 Aggravate; 

21 Din; 22 True-hearted. Down: 2 Own; 3 Grain; 

4 Voiced; 5 Nearest; 6 Stimulate; 7 Disapproval; 

8 Independent; 12 Harbinger; 15 Agitate; 

17 Deface; 19 Sheer; 21 Due. 


Quiz 


Niner 


1. Which South African PM was assassinated 
in 1966? 

2. In which sport was Britain’s Carl Furrer 
world champion in 1982? 

3. What is the capital of Nevada? 

4. What type of animal is a brocket? 

5. Who was the Beatles’ producer? 

6. In which field did Wole Soyinka win the 
1986 Nobel Prize? 


7. Of which county was Parts of Lindsey a 
division? 

8. Which inventor’s middle name was Alva? 

9. What was Colin McRae the first Briton to 
win for 18 years? 

10. Which political figure wrote the play Largo 
Desolato in 1985? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Croydon; 2 Charlotte Corday; 3 Dodo; 
4 Oboe; 5 Bratislava; 6 Anno Domini; 7 Putney; 
8 A Central American bird; 9 Gulf of Alaska; 

10 Terpsichore. 

Niner: RUMINATES 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


47218 

68518 

51936 


gives a French river, 
gives a second French river, 
gives a Pakistani river. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
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with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 



Only £24.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


[ Men’s Cotton Chinos 


Brighten up your wardrobe with our new range of men’s 
pleated front chinos. Available in six seasonal colours. 

The hardwearing 100% cotton twill is lightweight and the 
concealed zip fly closure includes a French Bearer button 
to secure a neat and tidy fit that will carry you through the 
summer season in comfort and style. 

• Slash pockets and twin back pockets with button and belt 
loop waistband in a regular fit 

• Machine washable 
Inside leg 27”, 29”, 31”, 33”. 

Waist sizes 32”, 34”, 36”, 38”, 40”, 42,” 44”, 46”, 48”. 


C190RS Rust 


C190NY Navy 


Cl 90AF Airforce Cl 90OL Olive 


C190BM Buttermilk 


C190ST 

Stone 


Hand-stitched Leather 
and Suede Brogues 


Only £29.99 plus £4.95 P&P 




Steeped in British culture, the brogue is the quintessential gentlemen’s shoe. A contemporary 
two-tone design really does give this classic a more casual feel and would sit perfectly with a new 
pair of jeans. They could also be dressed up with a smart looking suit, making them a must-have 
for your footwear collection. If you prefer a single-coloured shoe, there’s a choice of full leather 
and full suede styles too. All shoes are hand crafted using traditional techniques. This design is 
characterised with traditional Oxford lacing and wing-tip detailing. The genuine leather sole is 
hand-stitched as well as glued giving an extremely durable construction and a superb walking 
experience. Available in sizes 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12. 

S193TA Tan leather S193BG Black leather/grey suede 

S193BT Tan leather/blue suede S193BL Blue suede 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

71221 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk, and in our retail store between 19th December 2016 and 19th March 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 
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Big Bilashings of amazing curry 



RESTAURANTS like The Bilash can give 
a reviewer a bad name. The nature of the 
beast is to try to find fault; perhaps the lamb 
isn’t quite tender enough or the dish is too 
spicy or too salty. 

Maybe the decor is a bit tired or, alternatively, too 
overblown. Alternatively, the service may not be good 
enough, or it might be way too clingy and attentive. 

And then you get the rare occasions where you find 
yourself enjoying a meal that is as near perfect as it is 
possible to get. It can’t be easy for Sitab Khan, who has 
been the chief proprietor at The Bilash, in Cheapside, 
Wolverhampton, for more than three decades. With 
his son, Mohammed, he has built a reputation for his 
restaurant as one of the best in the region. 

REPUTATION 

It’s not just a good Indian restaurant, it’s a good 
restaurant full stop. And it charges the sort of prices 
you expect to pay in a top restaurant. That, in turn, 
means the pressure never lets up; The Bilash faces a 
constant battle to justify its reputation and maintain the 
high standards every customer will expect. 

You can see the pressure in the kitchen when 
evening service hits a peak. The large window between 
the dining area and the kitchen gives a spectator’s 
view of a team working at full speed. There aren’t many 
smiles but there is a lot of focus on display. The contrast 
with the relaxed, newly-decorated dining area couldn’t 
be more stark. Cream leather and delicate filigree Indian 
lampshades all add to a sense of light and space. 

The £100,000 revamp has also included a series of 
booths that were clearly popular on the night we visited. 

The table was barely cleared of poppadums when 
our starters started arriving. Tiger prawn in red pepper 
sauce, sitting on a puri - a small fried bread. Pretty as 


a picture and just as nice to eat. Jalpari kebabs are 
saffron flavoured fish rolls, stuffed with prawns. The 
spicing is light, with a crisp shell around the rice and 
prawn stuffing. My choice was tandoori pomfret - a 
marinated, herbed and spiced fillet of traditional Indian 
fish served up with a neat little carrot salad and a 
smear of tamarind sauce. It was delicate, flavourful and 
delicious. 

After a few minutes of arguing over whose starter 
tasted best, the main courses started arriving. 

Mine was a Mangshor Jhool, a Bengali lamb curry. 


The meat was tender and the gravy, while full of flavour, 
didn’t detract from its taste. 

My other half had gone for something milder: Murgh 
Begum Bahar, a chicken dish with a rich pale sauce of 
yoghurt, curd and almonds. Our daughter had chosen 
Maacher Jhool, a Bengali fish curry. She couldn’t shut 
up about it. I took a taste and it was hard to argue with 
her enthusiasm. Side dishes were made up of a couple 
of naan breads - one peshwari and one garlic - and a 
basmati rice made with onions, ginger, salt and steamed 
mushroom. I’d happily eat that on its own as a meal. 


There were three desserts on offer, so we had one 
each: a neat little chocolate sponge with a molten 
middle, a white chocolate affair like an Eton Mess and a 
traditional gulab jamun, sweet spongy balls made with 
evaporated milk and soaked in rose scented syrup. With 
a good strong cup of coffee to finish. 

With a bottle of wine, two people aren’t going to 
leave with a bill much under £80 but there’s a good 
reason why, after more than three decades, The Bilash 
maintains its reputation. 

SIMON PENFOLD 


Return coach travel from Brownhills, Cannock, Dudley, Walsall, 
* * West Bromwich and Wolverhampton 


LONDON THEATRE 

Choose a fop West End show 
from our fabulous selection... 

42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, 
Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, 
The Phantom of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, 

The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


+ 

4 STAR 

HOTEL WITH FULL 
ENGLISH BREAKFAST 

A 

THEATRE 

TICKET 

TO A SHOW OF 
YOUR CHOOSING 


RETURN 

COACH TRAVEL 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 


Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 


2 days, by coach 

£ 149 * 


Quote Code: PQV446 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at www.omega-holidays.com/PQV446 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


London Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 


2 days, by coach 

from 4 _ 

1.95pp 


£159 


Quote Code: RLD624 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course evening meal 
and full English breakfast 

✓ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 

View product online at wwrw.omega-holidays.com/RLD624 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


01902 902165 
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Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 
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Five tips to 
help get the 
best out of 
small rooms 

LOTS of us are living is smaller homes - 
especially in towns and cities. Here are 
some ideas for making them work better 
for you: 

1. In small bedrooms, storage is all-important. 

Fitted wardrobes provide floor-to-ceiling storage 
and are most useful if built in what might otherwise 
be wasted space, such as the alcoves next to a chimney 
breast. 

Fitted wardrobes aren’t expensive if you make them 
out of MDF (or get a carpenter to), and can be custom¬ 
ised for your storage needs. 

A bed with built-in storage may also be a good in¬ 
vestment. 

2. To make a small bath¬ 
room work well, think 
about re-jigging the lay¬ 
out. 

Would there be more space 
with a corner toilet, shower 
cubicle or basin, for example? 

Also consider the depth 
of the toilet - some are a lot 
shorter than others, giving 
you more useable floor space. 

If you don’t use the bath, 
could you save space by replac¬ 
ing it with a shower cubicle? 

This may put off some buyers when you come to sell, 
but may be worth it if it improves the bathroom for 
you. 

If you want to keep the bath, there may be a better 
bath for the room, such as a shorter, narrower or ta¬ 
pered one. 

3. Fitting everything in a small kitchen can be 
a challenge. 

Consider moving the washing machine to the bath¬ 
room or under-stairs cupboard, for example, and fitting 
smaller appliances, such as a two-burner hob. 

Clever kitchen designs make more of limited space 
- try a pullout worktop and wall-hung table that folds 
down. 

Tall wall units, if the ceiling’s high enough, give you 
more storage by using otherwise wasted space. 

4. A small boiler will free up space. 

Dated properties often have a big, floor-standing 
boiler with a hot-water cylinder, plus tanks in the loft. 

In smaller properties, this 
takes up valuable space and is 
unnecessary because a combi 
boiler - no cylinder or tank 
needed - will usually suffice. 

Ask a heating engineer if in 
doubt. 

Some combis are especially 
compact. 

5. In some rooms, it’s 
hard to find wall space for 
a radiator without putting 
furniture in front of it, 
which is pointless. 

Solve the problem with slimline vertical radiators - 
they’re ideal when wall space is limited and are handy 
for drying big things like sheets. 

Most vertical radiators are only one or two columns 
deep, which limits the heat output from them. 

As well as being a practical solution for small rooms, 
these radiators are the perfect combination of period 
elegance and contemporary style, and a nice feature in 
their own right. 

PRODUCTS OF THE WEEK 

Create the bathroom of your dreams with Bath- 
store’s Transition range, its first fully coordinated col¬ 
lection. 

The star of the show is the Transition Touchstone 
bath (£2,299, www.bathstore.com). 

This curvaceous and sculptural freestanding bath, 
made of thermally efficient Touchstone, is sure to 
make your friends and family envious. 

If you don’t have room, the Transition range also 
includes basins, taps, toilets, storage and more, boast¬ 
ing some elegant and unusual designs, so you can mix 
and match. 

HOW-TO TIP 

If you’re drilling into tiles, you’ll need a special tile 
specific drill bit - it looks like a spear and is available 
from tile and DIY shops. 

Put a piece of masking tape over where you want to 
drill to stop the bit from slipping. 




Work it with some stylish 
essentials for home offices 



Report by Gabrielle Fagan 

OPTING to work from home may 
seem an easy way to slip away 
from the time-wasting and stress 
of commuting, office politics and 
irritating bosses - but to be suc¬ 
cessful, it’s essential you do your 
homework first. 

That work space can be anything, 
from a designated room to a small 
corner on a landing, or even a garden 
shed. 

Whatever your base, it will need to be 
well-equipped and functional to ensure 
you’re able to be productive, organised and 
efficient - but also stylishly designed and 
comfortable, so you enjoy the experience 
when you join the estimated four million 
people who’ve already made home their 
work base. 

“The average person requires a lot of dis¬ 
cipline and motivation to successfully work 
from home, often because of the lack of sep¬ 
aration from the distractions of home,” says 
Emma Brindley, group interior design man¬ 
ager at Redrow Homes. “But when the bal¬ 
ance is right, the results can be profound. 
There’s less stress, no difficult colleagues to 
contend with, and you can tailor your envi¬ 
ronment to perfectly fit your needs. 

“You should aim for a setting which in¬ 
spires you, appeals to your taste and, if 
necessary, is also suitable for hosting meet¬ 
ings,” she adds. 

“Often we find these areas may be multi¬ 
purpose and used as a library or study for 
children in the family, somewhere to deal 
with household admin, or a place to enjoy 
a hobby.” 

Follow our guide to three winning styles 
for home offices: 

SERENE STUDY 

Your work space can be a haven of calm if 
you choose a soft pastel colour scheme and 
avoid clutter. 

“It can be difficult disciplining yourself 
if you’re working from home, as there are 
often so many distractions around you. 

“The right decor’s key when creating a 
motivational environment, and a simple 
colour scheme with pastel shades can really 
make a difference,” says David Roebuck, 
managing director at online blinds retailer, 
Direct Blinds. 

“Use a window blind which tones with 
the rest of the colours used for the walls or 
furniture, and add a rug in complementing 
shades. 

“That will give the space an identity and 
you can conjure an informal style enlivened 
by colourful touches, which will be a bril¬ 
liant contrast to the grey uniformity of a 
standard office.” 

TIP: If your desk is in a living area, it can 
be hard to distance yourself from work at 
the end of the day - consider disguising it 
with a folding screen. 

WORK WISE: A dining table which 
doubles as a workstation is a good choice 
if you’re space-starved. Furniture Choice’s 
Vila White Gloss Table, £369.99 (available 
in March); could be paired with its white 
Leon Leather Dining Chair, £39.99. 

George Home’s Sadie Dining Table with 
four chairs, £249, comes in three shades: 
pink, grey and duck egg (available from 
February 20). Its grey wooden Wyatt Din¬ 
ing Chairs, £130 each, would also look good. 

Express your personality with accesso¬ 
ries: A wall-mounted white Cloud Stor¬ 
age Pot, £11.90, Red Candy; a bright pink 
Leitmotiv Z Lamp, £29, Furnish, and for 
clock-watchers, a Hometime Light Pink 
Wall Clock, £19, JD Williams. 

STREAMLINE STYLE 

A monochrome scheme, a compact desk 
and slim storage will integrate easily into 
an open-plan living area. 

“We’ve noticed a rising trend on Houzz 
for flexible work stations in kitchens, living 
rooms and even hallways,” says Victoria 
Harrison, editor of online home design des¬ 
tination, Houzz.co.uk 

“The kitchen’s undoubtedly one of the 
most popular areas to site a home office, as 
our research found around a third of home- 
owners used that area, while seven per cent 
were specifically renovating that area so 
they incorporate a work or study space into 
it.” 

TIP: Transform a wall with chalkboard 
paint, which will not only “zone” the office 
area but help you stay organised if you use 
it to display lists, plans, notes and dates. 
Colours Black Matt Chalkboard Paint, 
£11.73 for a litre, B&Q; or Rust-Oleum 
Black Chalkboard Paint, £11.99 for 750ml, 


and Magnetic Chalkboard Paint, £14.99 for 
750ml, both from Homebase 

WORK WISE: A smart office needn’t 
cost a fortune. 

JD Williams Pemberton Computer Work 
Centre is a snip at £119, and you could stay 
within budget with a Brooklyn Office Chair, 
currently reduced to £69 from £99, Very. 

If you want to splash out on finishing 
touches, Furnish has a Nordic Desk Lamp, 
£180. Refurb a window with a striped 
Roman blind, from £123, Apollo Blinds. 

Dramatic backdrops for a home office can 
help spark creativity. 

Oversized graphic motifs, images, paint¬ 
ings and mood boards will make your space 
pop and create an inspiring atmosphere. 

Photowall has a stunning Himalaya can¬ 
vas, from £82 a square metre. 

TRADITIONAL TAKE 

“With many more people opting to work 
from home to achieve a more positive work- 


life balance, the office is starting to become 
a staple part of our personal space,” says 
Brindley. 

“A substantial office at the back of the 
home, hidden from the hustle and bustle, 
is fast becoming an essential feature in our 
show homes. 

“It’s about making it as inspirational as 
possible, and in a style which suits your 
taste and needs. 

“If you’re creative, you’ll probably want 
to display work, so consider cork boards and 
chalk boards and frame in copper for a con¬ 
temporary effect. 

“A bookcase filling an entire wall is a clas¬ 
sic addition to an office, whether you opt for 
a traditional dark oak, a more modern pale 
wood open shelf feel or luxurious gold fin¬ 
ish. 

“Wire baskets and weathered wooden 
crates will conjure an on-trend industrial 
look.” 


TIP: Personalise a space with a small 
wall gallery of family and friends, or con¬ 
sider a shelf for personal momentos. 

WORK WISE: Even the most awkward 
spaces, such as under the stairs or roof eves, 
can be utilised as a bespoke fitted work 
space. 

Neville Johnson are specialists, and a pol¬ 
ished and painted wood Watts Barn Home 
Office starts from £3,000. 

A desk to impress is essential if clients 
visit, and a classic partner’s desk, an Ed¬ 
ward Weathered Oak Desk, £2,495, OKA, 
could be a good choice. # 

OKA also has excellent desk accessories, 
including a Rattan A4 Paper & Letter Tray, 
£38. A Blaine Kneehole Desk in rustic pine, 
£599, 

Alexander & Pearl, is equally handsome. 

Old school Hanson leather desk accesso¬ 
ries, including a Pen Pot, £17, and Storage 
Box, £33, Neptune, would add an air of a 
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36 Out & About 


In search 
of the 260 
musketeers 
in Norway 

ONE of the oldest mammals to stomp 
our planet, musk oxen are a triumph of 
nature. Sarah Marshall visits Norway’s 
Dovrefjell National Park, where the hardy 
Arctic animals have become an unusual 
tourist attraction 

IMPLAUSIBLE as it may seem, it is possible to over¬ 
heat in temperatures of minus 10C. 

I discover this while heav¬ 
ing up a steep-sided valley in 
Norway’s Dovrefjell National 
Park, smashing my rack¬ 
et-shaped snowshoes against 
the indomitable terrain as if 
I’m serving an ace. 

Peeling away sodden layers 
of merino wool like shells of 
an onion, globules of sweat 
drip from my brow and freeze. 

I’d glug from my water 
bottle if it wasn’t an ice- 
lolly; eating snow is the only 
thirst-quenching option. 

We’ve been trekking 
for three hours, spiralling 
through brittle, life-drained forests and over smooth, 
snow-blanketed granite mounds, in search of the park’s 
enigmatic but dangerously volatile resident - musk ox. 

Roughly 260 of these ancient Arctic mammals graze 
here year-round, sweeping the mountains with a 
scraggy mass of unkempt hair and mopping up lichen, 
moss and grass in the process. 

Contemporaries of the woolly mammoth, their resil¬ 
ience is remarkable; occupying this planet three times 
as long as Homo sapiens, they’ve weathered ice ages, 
human hunting and disease. 

But this Norwegian community is much younger. 

In the 1920s, musk oxen bones were discovered dur¬ 
ing the railroad construction in nearby town Oppdal, 
suggesting conditions would be favourable for their 
reintroduction. 

Ten animals were shipped from Greenland in the 
1930s, although most were shot and eaten during the 
Second World War. Allegedly, one was even presented 
to Hitler as a trophy. 

A second group successfully settled between 1947 
and 1953, and were largely ignored by science. 

Twenty years ago, Johan Schonheyder from Musk 
Ox Safari began guiding tourists to see the Bovidae 
beasts (who are actually closer relatives to sheep than 
cows). 

Most people come in sum¬ 
mer, when clement weather 
makes hikes much easier and 
females come down to the 
river Driva to give birth, but 
winter visits are on the rise. 

The chance to see liv¬ 
ing remnants of prehistory 
against a backdrop of pas¬ 
tel-daubed Nordic skies is too 
good a photographic opportu¬ 
nity to miss. 

A day earlier, I’d arrived in 
Trondheim, the entry point to 
Norway’s central Trondelag 
region, and the country’s former Viking capital. 

Colourful clapperboard stilt houses draw visitors 
to 18th century wharves on the river Nidelva, a short 
walk from Nidaros Cathedral, built on the burial site 
of national hero St Olav. 

Trondelag is also Norway’s wild region, where hunt¬ 
ers have thrived for centuries and untamed animals 
continue to prosper, and a two-hour drive along the E6 
soon leads me to Oppdal. 

By the time we find our quarry - a herd of 27 ani¬ 
mals with a six-month-old calf - it’s already late and 
buttercup streams of sunlight are stretching out our 
shadows. Horns flicking upwards like sinister pigtails, 
one incredible hulk bears his side profile in a defensive 
stance. Being mowed down by something the size and 
speed of a snowmobile is enough to send me recoiling 
from our 80 metre “safe” distance. 

Knowing we have a second stab at finding them the 
following day, we ride home on fading rays of daylight. 

There’s news a group of musk oxen have been spot¬ 
ted closer to the road, and with a dog, Tell, to drag our 
belongings in a pulk (sled) the hike promises to be less 
arduous. 

After just one hour, we find four males bunched 
defensively in a bachelor group. This particular pop¬ 
ulation is protected within the park boundaries, but 
once numbers swell and they stray outside, shooting 
is deemed a necessity. Last year, 10 ended up on the 
table as sausages. 

When the wind picks up, we take our cue to leave. 
But the musk oxen are going nowhere. Brute strength 
is enough to surpass this storm. 

They are, after all, one of our planet’s true survivors. 





SITUATED on the Mediterranean 
coast, sandwiched in between 
Provence and the Spanish bor¬ 
der, the Languedoc region has 
long been a favourite tourist des¬ 
tination among the French. 

Its charms are being appreciat¬ 
ed more and more by us Brits, at¬ 
tracted by the great weather and 
centuries of culture and tradition. 

Admittedly the increasing number of 
cheap flights available to the centrally lo¬ 
cated Beziers Cap d’Agde Airport also add 
to the allure. 

When I arrived there for a half-term fam¬ 
ily break the temperature was still in the 
early 20s, and the fact that October is very 
much the off-season for Languedoc made it 
the perfect time to explore the region away 
from the madding crowds of summer. 

Our base was Sunelia’s vast Le Domaine 
de la Dragonniere, a campsite located a 
stone’s throw from the airport that is more 
of a fully functioning village, complete with 
shops, bars, various eateries and dozens 
of activities, including swimming, cycling, 
football and dancing. 

Our luxurious cabin was surrounded 
by palm trees and featured ah mod cons. 
There’s even an outdoor barbecue, although 
it was the good old fashioned hammock in 
the spacious front garden that proved par¬ 
ticularly popular with the kids. 

It would be quite easy to while away the 
hours within the confines of the site, espe¬ 
cially given the excellent swimming pools 
and water slides, but there is far too much 
to do and see in Languedoc for that to be 
an option. 

The pretty commune of Portiragnes is 
well worth a visit. The town itself features 
a couple of decent restaurants, one of which 
served us up a magnificent cassoulet, the 
delicious slow cooked meat stew that is a 
speciality of the region. 

Beziers itself has grown into a bustling 
town surrounded by shopping malls and 
industrial sites, but many of its surround¬ 
ing villages represent some of the region’s 


HOLIDAYS 


Report by Peter Madeley 


finest spots. Pezenas is stunning, featuring 
more than 30 protected “historical monu¬ 
ments” including the romanesque Church 
of Saint-Jean-de-Bebian, and the beauti¬ 
fully restored theatre, which contains sou¬ 
venirs of the esteemed playwright and actor 
Moliere. 

The spectacular walled town of Carcas¬ 
sonne, around an hour’s drive from Beziers, 
is well worth a visit. 

Europe’s oldest fortified town - deserv¬ 
edly classed as a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site - takes the breath away on the ap¬ 
proach along the winding main road. 

No trip to the region would be complete 
without a visit to one of the hundreds of 
vineyards. It produces a third of the total 
wine production in France, and boasts some 
of the country’s finest vintages. 

They have made wine at Chateau 
Sainte-Eulalie for more than 100 years, but 
the estate has only really gained its repu¬ 
tation for excellence since Isabelle Coustal 
and her husband Laurent took over in 1996. 

Sitting just outside the tiny village of La 
Liviniere, the site contains 34 hectares of 
vines and produces six high quality wines, 
including four reds, a white and a rose. 
Most of the picking is done by machine, be¬ 
fore the grapes are sorted by hand and put 
through the fermentation process in either 
concrete tanks or oak barrels. 

Sadly the treading of the grapes is now 
a ritual consigned to the past but it is still 
fascinating to see the grapes’ journey from 
yard to bottle. 

Mme Coustal is an excellent host, and it 
is not long before we are ensconced at the 
cellar doors sampling the winery’s sumptu¬ 
ous wares. 

Another experience for the must-do list 
is to visit one of the region’s many caves. 
Grotte de Clamouse, situated off the D4 
around 10 miles north west of Clermont 
l’Herault, is a huge network of jaw-drop- 
pingly spectacular caves. 



The stunning medieval walled city of Carcassonne is one hour’s drive from Beziers 


Beaches and so much more to see in Queensland 


KAREN Bowerman visits the 
Gold Coast, where the Com¬ 
monwealth Games will be held 
in 2018 

IT’S November, and in the searing heat 
of Australia’s Gold Coast, I’m attend¬ 
ing the unveiling of the 2018 Common¬ 
wealth Games baton. 

Taking place in a hotel auditorium in 
Broadbeach, a small district just south of 
Surfers Paradise, up on stage, local kids 
in fluorescent hot pants perform high 
kicks and back flips, as a giant, bright 
blue koala - the mascot of the Games 
- dances among them. This month, the 
baton begins its journey from Bucking- 
Blue waves rolling on Surfers Paradise beach ham Palace through the nations and ter¬ 



ritories of the Commonwealth. It’ll carry 
a message from the Queen, inscribed on 
paper made from Australian spinifex 
grass. Some 288 days and 230,000km 
later, it’ll be back on the Gold Coast for 
the start of the 2018 Games. 

The baton is a sleek, narrow loop, 
made from the region’s native maca- 
damia wood found on its mountains, 
and reclaimed plastic gathered from its 
shores. There’s a strip of reflective stain¬ 
less steel, said to evoke the coast’s iconic 
skyscrapers, and flashing LED lights, to 
symbolise the energy (certainly evident 
in ah those high kicks) of the people who 
call the region home. 

The Gold Coast is made up of 57km of 
surf-soaked beaches, 66km south of Bris¬ 
bane in Queensland, eastern Australia. 


Each morning, I sit on my balcony and 
watch the Pacific Ocean pound the shore. 
But while the coast is known for surfing, 
there are plenty of other ways to enjoy 
the water, too. 

Some 10 kilometres north of Broad¬ 
beach is The Broadwater, an area of 
ocean protected by islands, where Steve 
from Australian Kayak Adventures runs 
paddling tours. 

Beyond the shore is what locals call 
“the green behind the gold” - the re¬ 
gion’s hinterland, defined by the Scenic 
Rim, an area surrounded by volcanic 
mountains. 

From just outside Canungra, a rural 
township 25km inland from Surfers Par¬ 
adise, I take in the forests and farmland 
from the sky in a hot air balloon. 
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Traditional terraced 
two-bedroom home 
has plenty to offer 

This traditional two-double bedroomed terraced 
house in Loxley Road, Bearwood, is for sale through 
Robert Oulsnam at £189,950. 

Requiring general modernisation, viewing is essential 
to appreciate just how much this home has to offer, said 
a spokesman for the selling agents. 

Decorated in neutral shades throughout, its 
accommodation briefly comprises an entrance hallway, 
two reception rooms, under-stairs storage, a kitchen, a 
rear vestibule, a shower room, two bedrooms, bathroom 
and front and rear gardens. 

The company spokesman added: “Situated within 
Bearwood, this traditional terrace is a most sought-after 
style, popular amongst local residents, and is in keeping 
with the character of the area. 

“Bearwood is home to the delightful grounds of both 
Warley Woods and Lightwoods Park - enjoyed by 
families and dog walkers alike. 

“The many amenities offered by Bearwood High Street 
lie just 0.3 miles away.” 

This is an attractive mid terrace, with one of two 
reception rooms having a front bay window. 

The shower room is positioned to the ground floor and 
there is also a well-appointed first floor bathroom. The 
rear garden is low maintenance. 

“This is an ideal investment opportunity or first time 
buyer’s purchase,” added the spokesman. 

In a red brick design, this home has a pretty hard 
landscaped frontage with a stoned area with shrubbery 
and a path to the front door. There is also a hard 
landscaped rear garden with shrubbery. 

The front reception room (with a bay window), has 
wood-effect flooring and pine cladding to the chimney 
breast. The rear reception room has a gas fire and pine 
cladding to the chimney breast, with recesses either 
side and carpeted flooring. 

The kitchen has white fronted wall and base units with 
complementary working surfaces and tiled flooring and 
splash-back tiling. 


BEARWOOD £189,950 



KEY FEATURES 

Traditional terraced house 
2 double bedrooms 
2 receptions 

Requiring general modernisation 
No chain 
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BIGWOOD 

Midlands’ Leading Auctioneers 


sdlbigwood.co.uk 

aSDLBigwood 


Do you want to sell your property quickly 
with an immediate exchange of contracts? 



Contact us for a FREE no obligation auction appraisal 


Birmingham & The South Black Country & The North 


0121 233 5046 


01902 255 086 




Spacious and 
modern family 
property has 
five bedrooms 


TIPTON 

£ 210,000 «< 


A modern detached house 
with five bedrooms in Gate 
Street, Tipton, has had its 
garage converted into an extra 
bedroom plus a wet room. 

It is for sale through Paul 
Dubberley at £210,000. 

With double glazing and 
gas central heating, its 
accommodation briefly 
comprises a reception hall, a 
guest cloakroom, a lounge, a 
conservatory, a fitted kitchen, 
a downstairs bedroom with 
a wet room, four upstairs 
bedrooms, a family bathroom, 
a driveway to the front of the 
property and a good-sized 
rear garden. 

The selling agents are 
expecting a lot of interest to 
be shown in this superb and 
spacious home. 

For further information, or 
to book that all important 
viewing, contact the selling 
agents, Paul Dubberley on 
0121 5223733 or visit www. 
pauldubberley.co.uk 



Receive £1,000 towards legal fees' 


New show homes now open 


The Ringwood 



West Bromwich 


From just £181,950 or £145,560 with a Help to Buy: Equity Loan' 

One of these spacious 3 bedroom homes can be yours with as little as £9,098 deposit thanks to the 
Government-backed Help to Buy: Equity Loan scheme**. Featuring a spacious living/dining room with 
French door to the garden, kitchen with Bosch double oven and hob, integrated fridge freezer and 
dishwasher, master bedroom with en-suite and a garage. 


Don’t miss out! Visit us Thurs to Sun 10am - 5pm, Mon 11am - 5pm. 



Backed by 
HM Government 



Harvills Grange West Bromwich B70 OEQ 

Tel: 01215 145 022 


@lovell_uk El /lovellhomes 

lovellnewhomes.co.uk 


LOVELL 

HOMES 


*Valid on reservations made until 14 April 2017 and must be presented at point of reservation and noted on your reservation form. Offer not applicable to existing reservations, cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer, and may be withdrawn at any time. Legal fees 
contribution paid by allowance made on legal completion, and only available when using Lovell’s recommended IFAs and solicitors. **Help to Buy: Equity Loan. Move in with just a 5% deposit and 75% mortgage. Those looking to buy with Help to Buy require a 5% deposit 
as the government will provide up to 20% of the value of the property in an equity loan, allowing buyers to access mortgages of up to the remaining 75%. The equity loan is interest free for the first five years, and can be repaid at any time or when you sell your home. Scheme 
available on selected properties in England, on homes up to £600,000. Lovell cannot advise you on a mortgage. YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE OR ANY DEBT SECURED ON IT. Subject to terms and 
conditions. Please ask for further details. Information correct at time of going to print. 






























connells.co.uk 

Connells 

OLDBURY 


Perry Court 

Hagley Road West £85,000 



EPC RATING C - Attractive SELF-CONTAINED ground floor two bedroom 
apartment set in QUIET CUL-DE-SAC DEVELOPMENT for the OVER 60’s 
(55• with disability). Short walk to local shops, restaurants and amenities. 

St Brades Close 


Tividale £140,000 



EPC RATING D 
• • SOLD IN 2 DAYS •• 


Vicarage Street 

Oldbury £155,000 



EPC RATING AWAITED - A traditional EXTENDED semi detached 
property with off road parking to rear. Walking distance to Langley 
Green Station taking you into the heart of Birmingham City, good 
schoo^atchment^nc^valkinc^listanc^^oca^hog^nc^menitie^ 



NATIONAL 
lSTATE 
AC.ENCY 

YEAR 

>J 20 l 6 ^ 


Greenwood Avenue 
Rowley Regis 


£115,000 


Pool Lane 
Oldbury 


£115,000 


EPC RATING E - •• EXCELLENT FIRST TIME BUYER PROPERTY*• 
A well presented semi detached property set on CORNER PLOT with 
drive to provide off road parking and two DOUBLE bedrooms. This 
:y is available with NO UPWARD CHAIN. 


jorogert^ 


EPC RATING D-«« IDEAL FIRST TIME BUYER PROPERTY •• Semi¬ 
detached home briefly comprises KITCHEN DINER, Lounge, Two bedrooms, 
Family Bathroom, Front Drive and Rear Garden. This property has NO UPWARD 
CHAI^n^Ta^eer^RESHD^ECORA^^n^jecargete^hroughou^ 


Tame Rise 
Oldbury 


£130,000 


PROPERTIES 


We are selling faster than we can take on 
and getting asking price in most cases! 


0121 552 2671 


Till SIMMYTOII5 


TIMES 


1 HI 



EPC RATING D 

• • SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE IN 1 WEEK!!! •• 


Farm Road 

Oldbury £150,000 



EPC RATING E 

• •SOLD OVER ASKING PRICE IN 2 WEEKS!!! •• 


Apsley Road 

Oldbury £220,000 



EPC RATING D - A traditional semi detached property set on CORNER 
PLOT in the popular location of Apsley Road. Excellent road and bus 
links into Birmingham City, close to local shops and amenities and 

cjooc^chookjatchmen^re^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 


Clay Lane 

Oldbury £225,000 



EPC RATING C 

• •OPEN HOUSE on Saturday 8th April please call the office to book 
your slot»« 


Dog Kennel Lane 

Oldbury £260,000 


The Pineways 

Oldbury £120,000 



EPC RATING D - A very well presented two bedroom bungalow set in a 
CUL-DE-SAC location, close to local shops, amenities and bus routes. 
This Bungalow is available with NO UPWARD CHAIN. 


Dog Kennel Lane 

Oldbury £350,000 




EPC RATING D - DETACHED home in the POPULAR location of Dog Kennel Lane, 
Oldbury with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Reception Rooms, 2 GARAGES and CONSERVATORY. 
Currently in need of modernisation it has the POTENTIAL to be truly beautiful with 
roon^^)^N^^h^ide^n^ai^Hh^ragert^subjecH^lannin^emiission^ 



LAST FEW PLOTS REMAINING 

Call Connells on 0121 552 2671 
for more information! 


^ i joncourt I Iomcs 
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0121 552 2671 oldbury@connells.co.uk 

70/76 Birmingham Street, Oldbury B69 4EB 
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PROPERTY 


Traditional-style 
home features 
a large frontage 
and a driveway 

SMETHWICK 

£ 147,950 


A traditional style home 
with a large drive and 
frontage in Crawford 
Avenue, Smethwick, is for 
sale through humberstones 
homes at £147,950 with no 
chain. 

It also has a garage/ 
store at the rear and a low 
maintenance rear garden. 

The property is a three- 
bedroomed semi-detached 
home occupying a pleasant 
cul-de-sac position within 
this popular neighbourhood, 
requiring some modernisation 
but offering potential. 

Having double glazing, 
its accommodation briefly 
comprises on the ground 
floor a porch, open plan 
lounge, sliding doors to the 
dining room and a kitchen. 
The first floor has a landing, 
three bedrooms and a shower 
room. Outside is a good-sized 
frontage with drive providing 
off-road parking, and a shared 
drive leads down the side of 
the property to garage/store. 

Contact humberstones 
homes on 0121 434 4345. 





Improved four-bed 
semi-detached house 


OLDBURY 

£ 284,950 


An impressive and improved four-bedroomed semi¬ 
detached house in Wilson Road, Oldbury, has good 
family-sized accommodation. 

It is for sale through Robert Oulsnam at £284,950 with 
no chain. Features of note include its four bedrooms 
and its stunning open plan dining kitchen. Attractively 
presented it also has a spacious lounge with French 
doors leading to the dining kitchen. The dining kitchen 
comes with with integral goods of an oven, hob, 
extractor and dishwasher. An excellently spacious 
room, it is fitted with highly attractive white units, 
complemented by black granite working surfaces and 
high gloss flooring. 

One of the bedrooms has a contemporary en-suite. 
There is a ground floor study room, a modern-style 
bathroom, a utility room and a ground floor WC. 

For further information, or to book that all important 
viewing to see if this is the ideal property for you, 
please contact Robert Oulsnam on 0121 429 9986 or 
visit www.oulsnam.net 


Cottons 

CHARTERED SURVEYORS 


www.cottons.co.uk 



48 CARNEGIE AVENUE, 
TIPTON 




64 BLOOMFIELD STREET NORTH, 
HALESOWEN 


t Forthcoming Cottons 
“ Auction 



41 LOTS 

For full details of our lots available^ 
for advice on any aspect of Buying or 
Selling by Auction. 

Call our friendly and professional 
Auction team on 0121 247 2233 


CHANTmo SllKVt YOAI 


THURSDAY 6TH APRIL 2017 

to be held at The Aston Villa Football Club 



Auctioneers of Residential and Commercial Property, 
Land and Development Opportunities 


Considering Buying at Auction? 

Call for your Catalogue 

Considering Selling by Auction? 

Call for your No Obligation Appraisal 


Tel: 0121 247 2233 or 
email auctions@cottons.co.uk 
www.cottons.co.uk 





17 CAPE HILL, 25 CAPE HILL, 27 CAPE HILL, 

SMETHWICK SMETHWICK SMETHWICK 



22 BURTON ROAD, 


DUDLEY 



5 ARCAL STREET, 
DUDLEY 



38 HIGH STREET 
CRADLEY HEATH 
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oulsnam 


www.oulsnam.net 




'• a 
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Branch Manager 
Jenna HIM 


Senior Sales Negotiator 
Becky Smith 


Valuer/Sales Negotiator 
Ben Palfrey 


Sales Negotiator 
Jodie Auafrn 


a 

Sales Negotiator 
Kelly Theodosl 



Viewing Negotiator 
Kirsty Watksis 



Hagley Road 0121 429 9986 
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pauldubberleyco.uk 


Paul 

Dubberley wednesbury 


Bull Street, WEDNESBURY, WS10 

£ 110,000 



Traditional style three bedroom mid-terrace property with double glazing 
and central heating. The property is located ideally close to local schools, 
shops and parks. Great transport links 


Charlotte Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 110,000 



End-terraced 3 BEDROOM home with a REAR EXTENSION, property has 
OFF ROAD PARKING to the front, is close to all local amenities and GREAT 
TRANSPORT LINKS. Offering NO CHAIN 


Cobham Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£ 120,000 



A WELL PRESENTED 3 BEDROOM END TERRACE PROPERTY 
BENEFITING FROM OFF ROAD PARKING & A CONSERVATORY. . 



Blenheim Drive, Wednesbury, WS10 

£80,000 


Modern TWO BEDROOM 2nd floor apartment. Close to all local amenities 
and GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS 


Large Avenue, WEDNESBURY, WS10 

£179,950 



EXTENDED FAMILY HOME OFFERING four bedrooms situated on a 
generous corner plot and located in a cul-de-sac, comprising of through 
lounge, fitted kitchen diner, family bathroom, separate shower room, 



Devon Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£70,000 


VIEWING ESSENTIAL to appreciate the accommodation on offer this 
immaculately presented first floor apartment with secure intercom entry 


Cope Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£95,000 



INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY. DOUBLE FRONTED property in need of 
modernisation. THREE DOUBLE BEDROOMS and 2 RECEPTION ROOMS. 


Woden Road North, Wednesbury, 

WS10 £145,000 



Paul Dubberley are pleased to offer this well presented semi-detached 
family home in a popular residential area of Wednesbury 



Kr nalv and Miss Withey 

.rtive v seeking a ... 
re activei. ithinthe 

Bedroom sem'-detac <? P areas with a 

nesbury/Wost jce rear s arden wrth 

■^^ce" P to^O,000 

Mr Rai is actively 
seeking a... 

ran S e up to £ 150,000 P 


Birmingham Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£180,000 



VIEWING HIGHLY ADVISED TO FULLY APPRECIATE THIS 
WONDERFULLY MAINTAINED TRADITIONAL STYLE DETACHED FAMILY 
HOME OFFERED TO THE MARKET WITH NO UPWARD CHAIN 


Hucker Road, Walsall, WS2 

£90,000 



Three bedroom property comprising of entrance hallway, lounge, kitchen 
diner, upstairs bathroom, front and rear gardens, the property benefits from 
central heating and double glazing where specified 


Old Park Road, Wednesbury, WS10 

£150,000 



A lovely 3 bedroom FAMILY HOME OFFERING NO CHAIN. The property is 
in a popular location surrounded by local ameneties and schools. 


Hall Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£69,500 



Accommodation includes two bedrooms, a lounge, modern kitchen & 
bathroom. Externally, the property benefits from an allocated parking 
space 


Rooth Street, Wednesbury, WS10 

£240,000 



Beautifully presented semi-detached property having spacious 
accommodation throughout. A mixture of characterful features and modern 
fittings have been used to make this exceptional property unique. 


Park Lane, Wednesbury, WS10 

£180,000 



FABULOUS FAMILY HOME, three bedrooms, beautifully decorated 
throughout, EXTENDED KITCHEN, drive way, well maintained rear garden, 
GREAT TRANSPORT LINKS. 



























Paul 

Dubberley 


pauldubberleyco.uk 


GREAT BRIDGE 


Newcomen Drive, Tipton, DY4 

£137,500 



Modern End Terrace having the benefit of upvc double glazing, gas central 
heating and excellent cul de sac location. Offering well presented family 
accommodation for which viewing is highly recommended. 3 Bedrooms 


William Barrows Way, Tipton, DY4 

£170,000 



Modern Semi detached family home offering upvc double glazing, gas 
central heating, good location, good size family accommodation. 4 
Bedrooms 



End Terrace situated on an excellent corner plot offering scope for 
extensions (STP). Having the benefit of upvc double glazing, blow air 
central heating and making a good family home. 3 Bedrooms 


Toll End Road, Tipton, DY4 

£148,500 



Large Period Terrace Property Offering Excellent Size Family 
Accommodation, Gas Central Heating, No Upward Chain. Viewing 
Recommended to appreciate the potential. 4 Bedrooms 






MORTGAGE SERVICES 

lIj co Mr 

I* 1 

in unMcc 

yy m iwi f* x 9 

ENERGY 

PERFORMANCE 

SURVEY & H 

CERTIFICATE 

VALUATIONS 

SALES 

& LETTINGS 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 


Heron House, Tipton, DY4 

£65,000 



DATE OF NOTICE: 24/03/2017 Flat 14 Heron House, Bell Street, Tipton, 
DY4 8JG. We advise that an offer has been made for the above property in 
the sum of £60,000. Any persons wishing to increase on this offer should 
notify the agents of their best offer prior to exchange of contracts Paul 
Dubberlev. 73 Great Bridae. DY4 7HF. Tel: 0121 522 3733 


Bustleholme Lane, West Bromwich, 

B71 £310,000 



A four bedroom detached property; porch, hall, two reception rooms, 
dining room, kitchen, downstairs W/C, upstairs family bathroom, gas 
central heating and double glazing gardens to front and rear 


Clarkes Grove, Tipton, DY4 

£425,000 



Rare Opportunity To Acquire an Unique Detached 4 Bedroom Family Home 
set in substantial grounds, plus the added advantage of previous outline 
planning Permission for the construction of 3 additional Dwellings. 


Churchfields Way, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 220,000 



A three bedroom property comprising a hallway, downstairs WC, kitchen, 
lounge, upstairs family bathroom, en-suite shower room, central heating & 
doouble glazing,front and rear gardens, off road parking and garage 


Great Bridge Street, West Bromwich, 

B70 £175,000 



A three bedroom house, offering an entrance hall, four reception rooms, 
kitchen, conservatory, downstairs wet room and an upstairs family 
bathroom, gas central heating and double glazing, off road parking 


Coles Lane, West Bromwich, B71 

£150,000 



A three bedroom end terraced property comprising of an entrance hallway, 
cloakroom, two reception rooms, kitchen, lobby, an upstairs bathroom, 
storage heating, double glazing and having gardens to the front and rear 


Grange Road 

£135,000 



Farhill Close, West Bromwich, B71 

£130,000 



A three bedroom end-terraced property comprising, entrance hallway, 
downstairs WC, kitchen/diner, lounge, upstairs shower room with separate 
WC, gas central heating, double glazinhg, front and rear gardens 


Summerlee Road, Birmingham, B24 

£125,000 



A three bedroom semi detached comprising of a porch, lounge, kitchen, 
hallway, downstairs bathroom, central heating, double glazing, front and 
rear gardens, off road parking and a garage 


Witton Lane, West Bromwich, B71 

£115,000 



A three bedroom end terraced property comprising of an entrance hallway, 
lounge, kitchen, utility room and ann upstairs bathroom. The proeprty also 
benefits from UPVC double glazing and gardens to front and rear 



Ash Drive, West Bromwich, B71 

£ 120,000 


WE HAVE A NUMBER OF DISAPPOINTED BUYERS LOOKING FOR 
PROPERTIES SIMILAR TO THIS, WHY NOT CALL US TO BOOK YOUR 
FREE VALUATION 


Griffiths Road, West Bromwich, B71 

£115,000 



A two bedroom semi detached house comprising of a hallway, through 
lounge, kitchen, upstairs bathroom, gas central heating, double glazing, 
front and rear gardens, off road parking and a garage 


0121 522 3733 tipton@pauldubberley.co.uk 
73 Great Bridge, Tipton DY4 7HF 



The Property 
Ombudsman 

SALES 
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Offices located in 

• Birmingham 

• Burntwood 

• Brownhills 

• Cannock 


» Erdington 
> Lichfield 
• Milton Keynes 
» Stafford 


» Stoke-on-Trent 
» Sutton Coldfield 
* Tamworth 
» Telford 


• Walsall 

• Wednesbury 
> Wednesfield 

• Wolverhampton 


D 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 


Call 0121 5067670 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


































































































































































CHOOSE GOODCHILDS TO LET YOUR PROPERTY 
AND RECEIVE 3 MONTHS MANAGEMENT FREE 


( 1 'Huk*hi|fls I 

' h ^ Kl 

/ NO LET, NO FEE l||gg^ 
/ 15 BRANCH NETWORK ^ 

✓ 6 MONTHS RENT GUARANTEE 
FREE OF CHARGE 

✓ AWARD WINNERS 


CONTACT GOODCHILDS TODAY FOR YOUR FREE VALUAT ON 


View properties online www.goodchilds-uk.com 


Offices located in 

• Birmingham • Erdington • Stoke-on-Trent • Walsall 

• Burntwood • Lichfield • Sutton Coldfield • Wednesbury 

• Brownhills • Milton Keynes • Tamworth • Wednesfield 

• Cannock • Stafford • Telford • Wolverhampton 


E3 


Call 0121 314 9526 today for 
your Free Market Appraisal 
or text GOODCHILDS to 60607 


Find us on Facebook, Follow us on Twitter 
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Tiumberstones 


Bearwood: 0121 434 4345 
Quinton: 0121 422 1188 

www.humberstoneshomes.co.uk 


homes Sales & Lettings 

A FRIENDLY HANDS-ON APPROACH DEDICATED TO SELLING YOUR HOME 



£ 174,950 


£ 164,950 


£ 147,950 



WELL PRESENTED mid terrace home, CONVENIENT for local shops, having 13ft lounge and 
SEPARATE dining room, kitchen and downstairs bathroom. 3 BEDS on first floor & PLEASANT rear 
garden. GCH &DG. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating: D. 


£ 144,950 



FAMILY home with NO UPWARD CHAIN and OFF ROAD parking, CONVENIENT POSITION, providing 
2 reception rooms, UPSTAIRS bathroom, PLEASANT good sized garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC 
rating the. 


£ 130,000 





mmim 




Based on 8 week sole agency - subject to fee of 1 % plus VAT (minimum fee 
£1500 + VAT) - 25% discount calculated from average fee of £2000 + VAT 
(Humberstones Homes 2012). If you have already given instructions to anothe 
agent for the sale of your property then please check their terms and condition 
to avoid any liability to pay more than one commission. 



3 BED mid terrace in POPULAR location close to WARLEY WOODS in need of some modernisation 
with GREAT POTENTIAL. Offering lounge & SEPARATE dining room, kitchen, shower/wet room on 
ground floor. PLEASANT rear garden. Must be viewed. EPC rating D. 


£ 139,950 



NO UPWARD CHAIN - Well presented home in CUL-DE-SAC position with DRIVEWAY to front. 14ft 
lounge with 14ft kitchen diner to rear. 3 bedrooms & bathroom with WHITE SUITE. Off road 
parking to front, gardens to rear. GCH & UPVC DG fitted. EPC rating: D 


£ 128,950 



Traditional style terrace, GOOD location, with 2 reception rooms, kitchen & rear lobby. Downstairs 
bathroom with WHITE SUITE. 2 DOUBLE bedrooms upstairs. Low maintenance garden. UPVC DBG 
& GCH. EPC rating D. 



SPACIOUS retirement flat CLOSE to HARBORNE High Street, offering 16ft lounge, DOUBLE 
bedroom, RE-FITTED shower room, PLEASANT communal garden and communal parking, DG. 
MUST BE VIEWED. EPC C. 



WELL PRESENTED, retirement flat with NO UPWARD CHAIN, convenient for BEARWOOD town 
centre, offering ATTRACTIVE lounge, 12ft kitchen, 15ft DOUBLE bedroom, COMMUNAL residents 
lounge, PLEASANT communal garden. MUST BE VIEWED. EPC rating C. 
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Carpets 


J. J. Digital Aerials I nm m 

Installation of Digital, Freeview & Satellite I JJ 


WE GUARANTEE TO 
BEAT ANY LIKE FOR UKE QUOTE 





AERIALS £55 -SATELLITE £65 
SELF EMPLOYED EXPERT WHO YOU CAN TRUST 


SOFAS - VINYLS - LAMINATES - STAIRLIFTS 

WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. I - # I Choose at Home Service 
Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take /c. Free Quotation s and M easu ring. 


Friendly, reliable sen/ice 

0121 5306785/07919 597626 


away old carpets frei 
Shave doors. Bed/Sofa disposal. 


We’ll bring 100’s of carpet samples 
bed and sofa brochures to your door 


BUILDING WORK BIG or SMALL 


Any building work undertaken: 
Bathrooms / kitchens / Plumbing / Extensions 
Plastering / Tiling / Roofing 

Call Jeevan for a FREE quote 
07445807184 



Heavy Domestic Double Orthopaedic 
Saxony’s Divan Bed 

from 

£6*99 sqyd 

was £14.99 


£245 



Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 

Cleanable 

Carpets 

from 

£3.50sq yd 


many instore items! 

We will beat your BIG Superstores 


Click on-line for many great prices - www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


Carpentry 


Kieron Bromley 
0121 S88 7116 
West Bromwich 
Walsall 
Wednesbury 


Adrian Bromley 
0121 630 3633 
Tipton 
Oldbury 
Smethwick 


Liam Bromley 

01902 880641 

Upper Gornal 
Sedgley 
Wolverhampton 


CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS* 


PVC NOW AVAILABLE 


• External doors supplied and fitted from £210 
•Fit only, Paint or Stain available 
•Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood doors available 

Freephone 0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 07810 122133 



Decorating 


Fencing 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

07974 428 603 

KEEP IT LOCAL 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Whitehouse 
Electrical & Sons 

Professional and reliable service 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 


Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


Cc our one 


Interior & exterior painting w 
and decorating 

• Special rates for OAPs 

• 25 years experience 

• Fully insured 

0121 434 5679 07507 070786 


pcfii iiiiiy - - 

4r 


M J DECORATING 


PROPERTY SERVICES 

Interior and Exterior Decorating 
Plastering • Carpentry Work 
y Fully Qualified S Insured Est 20 yrs 

Telephone: 0121 531 7129 
Mobile: 07522 298327 


T.L.S. Creative Gardening 


• Block Paving • Slabbing • Brickwork 
• Tongue & Groove Sheds • Fencing 


• Turfing • Wrought Iron Gates & Fencing 

For a FREE quote call: 

0121 - 601-8034 
07833 - 312-126 
07906-867776 

www.tlscreativegardens.co.uk 



T&D FENCING 


LOW PRICES! 

HIGH QUALITY FENCING PANELS, CLOSEBOARD PANELS 
> AND GATES SUPPLIED ONLY OR SUPPLIED AND FITTED 


OPEN TILL 1.00PM ON SATURDAYS 

SUPPLIERS OF WOOD AND CONCRETE POSTS, 
_ GRAVEL BOARDS. TRELLIS_ 


PLASTIC SLOTTED POSTS AND PLASTIC 


M&B 

PAINTING & 
DECORATORS 


GRAVEL BOARDS AVAILABLE 


• Complete Rewires 

• Shower Installations 

• Testing - Inspection 

• Fuseboard Upgrades 

• Domestic - Commercial 

• Security Alarms 

• Landlord Certs 


CARDINAL 

LANDSCAPES 


FREE QUOTES - 24 HOUR CALLOUT 

07766 105131 

Florence Road, Tipton, DY4 ONR 
iV.whitehouseelectricalsons.co.uk 


West Midlands 

Specialists in Patios, 
Driveways, Paths, Fencing, 
Turfing, Decking and 
Landscaping 

Call now for a 
FREE QUOTE 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 

All quotes include white paint 
tor woodwork and ceilings 
For a FREE friendly quote 

Call Mick on 07896054108 
or Bart on 07825568581 


LOFT SERVICES 

UPVC or Wooden Drop Down 

£185 fitted 


FREE ESTIMATES - TRADE WELCOME 

risin UNIT 405, SMETHWICK ENTERPRISE CENTRE, r „ T 
119851 THE OLD FIRE STATION, ROLFE STREET, SMETHWICK L 1 ^ 

www.TandDfencing.co.uk - 


Garage Doors 


81 88 SS 


L M S 
GARAGE DOORS 


All types of doors 
supplied and fitted j 


Fast low cost, same 
day repairs 


For a free survey and] 
quote call 

0121 559 0455 
07592 I 18707] 


Gardening 


Sty 




TREE & GARDEN 
. SERVICES 


• Trees carefully pruned 

• Specialist in maintenance free gardens 

• Trimming 

• Felling 

• Turfing 

• Pollarding 

• Patios/Slabbing 

• Block-paving specialists 

• Drives 

^Pat io s B8j9B|^^88BB8^9 

• Paths Building work undertaken 

• Tarmacing - Red or Black 
Professional quality work at 
competitive prices 


All work undertaken 



CALL NOW FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 


0121 574 3092 or 07957 368422 


J L Garden & Tree Services 

Garden Maintenance & Tree Felling 



Tree Felling 
Garden Maintenance 
All Debris Removed 


Call Jason for a 
No Obligation Quote 
Fully Insured 

Tel: 01922 615936 
Mob: 07809 431703 


* 3 “ 0121-565 4533 


Pats Gardening 
Services 


New or enlarged Loft access 
• LOFT FLOORING 
• LOFT INSULATION 


All Gardening Work Undertaken 

Tree Felling / Pruning 
Garden Management 
Fence Erection 
Rubbish Removal 

No Job Too Small : FREE Quotes 
Phone Pat day or night on... 


TEL: 0795 041 2561 


Sandwell 
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Gardening 


Plumbing & Heating 


Roofing 


Roofing 


‘Tree Surgeon Specialist ‘Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
‘Hedges Pruned/Shaped ‘Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
‘Fencing ‘Turfing ‘Concreting ‘Driveways & Patios 
‘Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


GARDmmCE 


J.H. HEATING AND 
PLUMBING 

• Central heating installation and repairs 

• Bathrooms supplied and fitted or fitting only 

• Kitchen installation 

• Tiling, replastering, carpentry and building work 

• Electrical work 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

Tel: 0121 5026217 
Mobile: 07775 029452 

www.jhheatingandplumbing.com 



07486 054067 




HUGE DISCOUNTS 
ON AUTREE WORK 


Locksmiths 




LockRite 

Y Local father & 

Daugther Locksmith & 
SECURITY SERVICES 

V Lock-outs, Lost Keys, Broken Locks 

V Emergency lock & door opening 

V uPVC specialist V Key Cutting on site 
v British Standard insurance 

approved locks used-Bs3621 

V Double Glazing Unit Repairs 

www.lockrite.org 


CALL NOW 0121 564 0049 



Plastering 


Gas Safe registered 120506 


^Special Offers 
Now On! 

Insulation, repairs and services on 
fires and cookers 
Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 



MCP PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


\ll Plumbing, Gas and Central Heating 
Work Undertaken 
Servicing and Repairs 
Bathroom and Kitchen Installation 




07852150057 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


Plumbing 




IJL 


GAS & 

PLUMBING 

SERVICES 


ii\duu^,L SERVICE & REPAIR 
on all Boilers and Heating Systems 
Bathrooms, Showers and 
all plumbing work 
Over 25 years experience 
Service and repair on Cookers and Fires 
24 HOUR EMERGENCY CALL OUT 
Landlord Certs and FREE Quotes 
CALL IAN 07907 186028 / 0121 588 8414 



■HOUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

_ All installations and repairs 
c Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 


<y»h 


i i ei: Nen 

V*— WWW. 


household-plumbing.co, 



b//b J 
.uk^ 




BSb GMfiug & POsmCflBgi 

Combi Boiler change from £950 

Specialists in Biasi / Baxi / Worcester Bosch / Vaillant Boilers plus many more 

SPECIAL OFFERS ON FULL HEATING SYSTEMS 



NATURAL & LPG GAS 


Free Quotation / 

07961 140885 S 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


J 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & If »A| 
Driver available 

01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


V. 


Holt 
Ornamental 
Ironwork 

Gates, Railings, Stairways. 
Garden Balconies, 

07966 526528 

www. holtornamentalironwork. co. uk 



WMMSMESnm 


Cs^-eet | 


Alison Berrill Dip CFHP, MPS Pract 
Foot Health Practitioner 
Mobile: 07467 448263 
Email: alison.berrill@13ahoo.co.uk 


KEIM 

BANNISTER 

Plumbing and Heating 


All Plumbing, 
Central Heating 
undertaken. 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Free estimate and advice 

07964 997 845 
0121 557 5958 


Family run business with 
over 30 years experieece 


RoJw 


Tiling 
Stating 
Fiat Roofing 
Sealing 
Pointing 

Lead work i 

UPVC Fascia Cladding 
Ridges 
Flashing 
Guttering 

^fFREb 

Tel: 0121555 6542 » cctimutcq 


07756461267 




\ 


Tom Corbett Roofin g Services 




Telephone: 0121 5800915 Mobile: 07931 344199 

• Flat Roof Repaired or Renewed 
Slate & Tile Repairs 

Ridge, Hip & Chimney Repointing 
Gutter Replacement S. Cleaning 

elite'pl!ast1cs 


•Fascias • Softs ♦ Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
1 With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01364 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



A 1 Little Job Man 0 


li (Part of the Imperial Residential Group) 021 

"b Over 35 years experience ^ 
| • Fast Roof Repairs • Felt Work & Guttering 

• New Roofs Chimneys & Valleys 

• uPVC Fascias & Guttering FREE Quotes 
•All Building Work Undertaken 

• All Work Guaranteed • All Areas Covered 


0121 553 3020 


Rubbish Removal 


(J 


ALL 


lVJ w es i: 14 


ROOFING 


Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE | 

Over 30 years experience 

(D 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ALWAYS 

V.S.K. 

RUBBISH 

REMOVAL 


Household Waste, 

Shed & Garage Clearance 
House & Garden Clearance 
Tree Felling, 

Also Conifers Lopped 

0121-532 2392 

FREE QUOTES 

West Bromwich _ 


| 20 YEARS 

RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

We load, J 

No Skips m. - ^ 

Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 




Skip Hire 


RUSSELL’S SKIPS 


JVHNI/MI9I, 
SKIPS 


(01211 520 3388 
07721 387990 


STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 

www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 



Window Specialists 


Full Window 
Wiza rd ( Services 
Available 

• Misted Units 
At* m*--_ Replaced 

* j! • Broken Hinges 

• Door 
Adjustment 

• New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

0121 421 7001 


















































































































































Express & Star 


DATING 


0844 381 5936 

follow the simple instructions. You will 

also get £10 SMS CHAT CREDIT 


your ad by text 

Simply text ^^^Sl lowed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 



To Reply to members 
call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

TeXt... REPLY 26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.oom 


Single Women 


SUSAN, 41, sophisticated, confident, 
discreet, attractive female seeking 
professional male over 38 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 4265571 
KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
KAREN, 46, witty female who loves to laugh, 
WLTM similar male to share interests, 
romance, cosy nights in and more. Pis call. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426335® 
JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, theatre, meals out WLTM 
male 67-74 for LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 
5806373® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 


It’s cheaper now to refresh your love life onlirie! 4 
Unlimited use for just £19.95 per month 
VISIT: http://dating.expressandstar.com i 



a Follow us 
on 

@DATEIocally 


MATURE lady 70s, various interests but a bit 
lonely, hoping to meet a gent to cheer me up, 
come on, we can have some fun together. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426349® 
MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and broad 
minded seeking chap any age for some fun. 
Couples also. Text only Mailbox: 4131946 


GENTS, please call me if you are looking to 
meet a kind sincere lady for nights at the 
theatre, socialising etc. You can call or text 
me. I promise to reply, I’m very genuine. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426345® 
JOSIE, sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks adult 
times with concerning gent, any age, discreet 
clean, womanly figure. Text only Mailbox: 
4028592 ® 


CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 426079® 


JEAN, 40, 5ft slim, busty blonde, new to 
dating and fed up of going through the pub 
scene, WLTM down to earth male for adult 
company. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425671 I 


TRACY, 41 , outgoing sun worshiper, OHAC, 
employed, looking for her Prince Charming to 
enjoy romantic holidays and good times 
together. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4252571 


SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, loves life 
seeking a lady of any age to spoil and 
pamper, take on holidays, wine and dine. 
Genuine advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425935 ® 


BROWN eyed Brummie female, 66, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, theatre, meals out, 
WLTM male 67-74 for LTR. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5780679 ft 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
companionship without ties. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 4259131 


MICHELLE, 34, blonde blue-eyed happy 
female, loves heels and being feminine, 
OHAC, self sufficient, looking for male for 
long-term romance and more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425669 ® 

FEMALE, 66 yrs old, looks young, loves to 
laugh, n/s, who is genuine, caring and just 
wants to be loved again. Text only. Mailbox: 
57508191 


SHARON 36yr old single mum looking for 
loving guy who will appreciate me and help 
repair my broken heart. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425283 ® 


WILLIAM, young 56, would like some adult 
fun with a sexy lady, any age, wants and 
good time and discreet fun. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5321154 i) 


GENUINE male, 37, friendly and easygoing, 
enjoys sport and keep fit, WLTM genuine 
female 25-45, for friendship/relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420253 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 57, WLTM an 
attractive female for discreet daytime fun, 25- 
50. Can travel. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425759® 

MALE, late 60s, medium build, 5ft10, n/s, car 
owner, likes meals out, holidays, walks, 
WLTM slim, attractive female who enjoys 
similar activities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425757 


SHELLEY slim N/S 40's female who likes the 
simple things in life so no big gestures 
required, seeking loyal loving male for 
hopeful LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 425253® 


EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s-60s for 
friendship, possibly much more. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 425341 ® 


LOUISE, 40s, youthful looking female looking 
for spontaneous male to put some love and 
lust back into my life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 426321 ® 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

FARMERS daughter, 69, single, likes heavy 
horses, animals, meals out, GSOH, 
friendship only, 65-75. Text only. Mailbox: 
5799589 ® 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, hourglass 
figure and open minded. Pis call if you are 
discreet, broad minded and nice. I can travel 
and accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 

CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426301 ® 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive brunette with 
own business, seeks adventurous gent for 
casual relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 Box 
425979 

JAN, 46, lonely divorced romantic female, 
brown hair, green eyes, curvy feminine figure, 
employed, OHAC, WLTM attentive male for 

TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426255 ® 

JASMINE, 34yrs, non smoking first time 
dater! Easy going, attractive and hard 
working. Due to work commitments I’m 
looking for a no strings companion any age. 
Looks unimportant must have GSOH. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box 426201 
PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young looking 
female, OHAC, financially secure, looking for 
fun times without complications with 
likeminded male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426253 ® 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed brunette with 
long lets and decent curves! Looking for a 
cheeky adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can travel. 
Discretion assured. ACA. Give me a try. Tel: 
0906 515 3031 Box 426205 


JACKIE is 54yrs and an attractive easygoing KELLY young attractive vivacious 48yr old 
brunette, she’s hoping to meet a similar lady, loves good food, cosy nights in/out, 
minded chap for some fun, dates, chats, text holidays etc, WLTM male for mutual 
or call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: companionship without ties. Tel No: 0906 
426343 ® 500 3955 Box No: 425913 ® 

ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs hoping to DONNA naughty 40's, pretty, loves nights in, 
meet older gent for adult fun, discreet, gym, theatre, seeks someone to make me 
sincere, genuine advertiser. Text only laugh, give lots of cuddles and go on fun 
Mailbox: 4157105® dates. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 

425867 ® 


MARIE, very attractive curvy widow, longing 
for romance, seeking country-loving male 
with old-fashioned values for lots of TLC. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425599 ® 


SANDRA, smart, sophisticated lady young 
looking 60s, genuine and kind seeks gent 
with GSOH, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424671 ® 


SUE 38yrs enjoys most things, meals in/out, 
easygoing, broadminded, passionate, slightly 
feisty, looking for adult fun, call me if you’re 
interested in spicing things up. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425587 ® 

ROZ, 43, tactile, sensual, loves to dress up, 
and wear heels, seeks genuine caring male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425597 ® 


HELEN, mid 50’s naughty lady seeks some 
fun times with gent any age. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 424493 ® 


MALE, 60s, 5ft10, slim build, looking to meet 
female, for a mature adult relationship. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426053 
MALE, 58, works in agriculture, lives in North 
Shropshire area, likes the countryside, days 
at the coast even in the winter, meals out, 
looking for loving, caring, country girl, 50s- 
60s. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426037 
SINGLE male, 31 years old, brown eyes, 
black hair, 6ft, seeks single slim athletic build 
lady similar age for fun, hopefully more. Text 
only. Mailbox: 4765584 ® 


ATTRACTIVE Shrewsbury male, 50s, WLTM 
an attractive female, any age/status, for 
discreet daytime fun and excitement, ACA. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422801 
GARY, 46, 5ft 10, blue eyes, GSOH, likes 
football, quiet nights in, nights out, cinema, 
walking, travelling, looking for a likewise 
woman, 35-50, bubbly and fun loving with a 
GSOH. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425441® 

I'M Andy, 52, looking for a lady, 50-65, for 
long term relationship, so text me and lets 
see what happens. Text only. Mailbox: 


MARY, professional mature lady, loves life, 
very sociable and fun, seeks gent for good 
conversation and happy times. All calls and 
texts answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 424775® 



KATHY 37, gorgeous mixed race single 
female, 5ft 8ins, slim, sensual, just looking for 
kind, trustworthy guy any age, looks or race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425589 ® 


LINDA, 48yrs attractive brunette seeks gent 
for laughter, wining dining. Age unimportant. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425337 ® 


JACKIE, 56yrs, attractive lady who is lots of 
fun seeks like-minded gent for nights in, days 
out and much much more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424491 ® 


LOVING lady, romantic and tactile seeks like- 
minded gent for special times, lets make each 
other feel special. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425325 ® 


to by realservice users. No m 
space and do not give pr¬ 
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ATTRACTIVE blonde lady, 54yrs, loyal, 
romantic and solvent hoping to meet a gent 
with GSOH for romance, sensual times and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426341® 

CAROLINE, attractive mature lady, various 
interests, hoping to meet a smart gent for 
socialising, perhaps leading to something 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426347 ® 


DAWN 33yr old female looking for 
companionship with understanding, non- 
jealous male 35-55yrs. Status unimportant. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425849 ® 
KAREN, 52, 5ft5, short browny/blond hair, 
green eyes, medium build, GSOH, loving, 
caring and kind, likes to do lots of things, likes 
a laugh, WLTM similar gent, hope to hear 
from you soon! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425917 
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0906 500 5757 



SUE, 38, petite blonde, curvy size 8, 
outgoing, cultured, enjoys cosy night cuddles, 
seeking discreet loving male to make me feel 
special. Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 426219® 

SARA, 43, educated independent attractive 
female, nervous about dating through 
advertising, so pis don’t disappoint me by not 
replying. I promise I wont disappoint you! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426161 ® 
JANINE 40yrs, very cute petite artistic female 
who has a real passion for life, WLTM 
similarly passionate male for tactile LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426125 ® 
JANE, attractive and young looking 60 
something lady, active, outgoing with 
interesting personality, hoping to meet a kind 
gent for occasional meetings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425931 ® 


ANETTA, black cuddly lady seeks man who 
knows what a woman needs. I’m very friendly 
and have time for you. Please call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425933 ® 
GILLY, slim petite lady, affectionate and 
loving, solvent with own home, hoping to 
meet gent, must be kind, looks unimportant. 
ACA/text answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425929® 


SUE, 60s lady, calling all gents who seek a 
mature solvent stylish lady, I can wine and 
dine you, you will have a nice time, call or text 

me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424781 ® 

JAN 41, fed up of sitting at home every 
weekend watching TV alone. Feel the same 
and looking for love? please contact me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425497 ® 
STACY 28yr old gorgeous brunette with 
buxom figure, intelligent and sensual, WLTM 
genuine male to get to know for fun dates and 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425457 ® 

SARAH, 41, dizzy blonde, blue eyes, loves 
to dance seeks affectionate, hunky, fun male 
to make her laugh and brighten up her day. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425413 ® 
YOUNG looking Indian female, 40, enjoys 
meals in/out, good company and 
conversation, looking for likeminded male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425493 ® 
VIKKI 32yr old active female, confident, fit, 
loves night outs, looking for similar assertive 
male. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425453 ® 

SUE, attractive genuine lady, own home, 
loves to spoil a man, give me a call or text. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
424673 ® 

WANTED gent 50-76 for cosy nights in, good 
times, call or text me, you won’t be sorry. I’m 
attractive and have lots to offer. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425339 ® 

CAROL petite brunette, 38yrs, romantic, 
affectionate, outgoing, seeks similar sensual 
male for nice times together. Any age/looks. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425395 ® 


ATTRACTIVE Caribbean lady 59yrs, very 
jolly and fun seeking gent any age who must 
love good times. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425323® 

Single Men 

GENTLEMAN wishes to meet nice lady 45- 
60, West Midlands area. My interests are 
meals out, daytrips, music and reading. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5817771 ® 

GENUINE Stoke male 50s, friendly and 
easygoing, enjoys weekends away, seeks 
slim attractive female 35 to 50 for friendship. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5817202 ® 

MARK, single, 6ft, blue eyes, dark hair, lots 
of interests, sport, music, cinema, long walks, 
eating out, looking to meet that special lady. 
If that sounds like you please get in touch! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426461 ® 

SLIM male, blue eyes, dark hair, seeking that 
special lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
415697 

I enjoy the great outdoors with the dog, 36 
years old, mature with a caring nature looking 
for a female age 28-48 for friendship, 
possible relationship. Text only. Mailbox: 


JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, loves a 
laugh and a giggle, looking for a lady for 
evenings out, company and maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 424303 ® 
CHRISTIAN, 57, 6ft, dark, likes walking, nice 
meals and socialising, looking for discreet 
times with a similar fun lady. If you are 
interested please contact me. I look forward 
to hearing from you. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425947 

STEVE, 59, sincere and genuine, likes pub 
meals, country walks and cinema, seeks 
Chinese, Tia, Black, Asian or Italian lady, 
looks unimportant but personality is, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425831 



MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
ATTRACTIVE male, 58, seeks adventurous 
female, 50-70, for close fun. Any status or 
size. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425535 

DAN 46, easy going chap WLTM a lady 40+ 
for an uncomplicated discreet friendship with 
on strings fun. Discretion guaranteed. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5595608 ® 

WELL made broad male, 5ft lOins, medium 
build, looking for some adult fun with lovely 
sexy lady, possible LTR or friends with 
benefits. Text only. Mailbox: 5321154® 
MATURE male, 50, medium-build, varied 
interests, seeks true Christian female, 35-45, 
who enjoys evenings in and dining out, for 
friendship or possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 419283 
CHRISTIAN male 51, seeking Christian 
female, 35-45 for friendship, possibly more. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 423747 ® 
MATURE male, 70s, tall, retired, recovering 
alcoholic, WLTM someone understanding, 
maybe in the same situation for friendship 
and mutual support. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425263 

JAMES, 59, 5ft11, average build, WLTM a 
Christian lady, 60-70, for companionship. 
Hope to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425227 ® 

Gay Singles 


CARING male, 6ft, blue eyes, slim, dark hair, 
honest, loving, down to earth, likes sport, 
music, cinema, meals out, seeking special 

lady. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


MERRY widow seeks lovely lonely gent for 
companionship. Please call, we can have a 
chat and see how we get on. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425927 ® 


LADY, looking for a mature, caring, loving 

gentleman, 55-70, to enjoy the finer things of 
life with and to be my best friend. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 425309 ® 


IAN, 5ft6, looking for somebody, 18-60, for 
general good fun times, days out, nights out, 
meals, sightseeing and visiting various parts 
of the country. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 426437® 


I am looking for a lady friend to enjoy my 
retirement with. I enjoy going out for meals 
and would like some company. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5777872 ® 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would like to be 
wined, dined and romanced by attractive 
gent, 54 years please call or text me. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 425943 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, mid 60s loves 
holidays, wining dining, shows in London, 
seeking similar minded lady to romance. Own 
house car. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425941® 


Join our Gay online 
service FREE visit: 
localgaydate. co.uk 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks discreet 
gent for special times, mutually beneficial to 
us both. Call now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425327® 

SARA, 43, educated, independent, attractive 
female, nervous about dating through 
advertising, so pis don’t disappoint me by not 
replying. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425703 ® 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, theatre, meals out, WLTM 
male 67-74 for LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 
5501142® 


JEAN, mature lady, genuine with many 

hobbies, slim, blonde and attractive. WLTM 
interesting gent with GSOH, must be 
cheerful, looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 424675 ® 

KATHERINE, 28, tall, slim, dark, blue eyed 
female with many interests, OHAC, WLTM 
interesting male for dates, and more. Single 
dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425287 ® 

AMANDA, 36, tall, slim, busty brunette seeks 
man, any age, any area, for discreet daytime 

fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418117 


MALE 45 6ft, blue eyes, dark hair, slim, likes 
sports, cinema, meals out, seeking loving, 
caring female to share life with. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 406737 
YOUNG 60, West Midlands male, 5ft8, grey 
hair, wear specs, GSOH, sexy Scorpion, 
broad minded, slim to medium build, varied 
interests, seeking a genuine, honest, sexy 
lady for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426137® 

40 year old Hungarian male, 5ft8, slim, dark 
blond hair, blue eyes, WLTM a lady 30-45 to 
spend some time together for friendship. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5800702® 

MALE, 60, tall and slim, WLTM older female 
of larger build, any age, any status, for adult 
fun. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425807 


JOHN, mid sixties widower, cultured and 
interesting, solvent with own home. WLTM 
lady 55+ for genuine companionship. ACA. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425939 ® 


GAY feminine female with GSOH WLTM gay 
feminine females for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only. Mailbox: 5631357® 
Bl male 51, single, Sutton, WLTM bi or gay 
men 70 or over for adult fun and friendship. 
Text only. Mailbox: 5813384 ® 

JONNY, 24yrs, gay curious, not sure what to 
do, older men pis call me and help me 
understand. Text only Mailbox: ^ 


GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, seeks 
friendship hopefully leading to true love with 
lady 35-55, looks unimportant. Please call or 
text me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425937 ® 

ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, slim, 
dark hair, has many interests, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417235® 

MARRIED businessman, mid fifties, seeks 
lady for discreet adult fun. Any age/looks 
unimportant. Text only. Mailbox: 5534019 ® 
TALL male, 58, seeks larger woman, any 
age, for discreet fun, married or single. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 425643 


SUSAN, cross dresser TV, lives in the 
Midlands, wishes to meet an gentleman, over 
65 years of age, for regular meetings, LTR. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 426481 
MATURE bi xd looking for a mature gay or bi 
male. Cannot accommodate. ATA. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4758692 ® 

MATURE bi male, looking for younger 
company, fun and good times. Can 
accommodate. Mid Wales. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425127® 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING 

STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. 
Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details 
to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA 
PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from 
our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 27/03/17 
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ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 



When you need 
us we’ll be there 


The co-operative funeralcare 

Central England Co-operative 



Turn To Us For 
Help and Support 


In your time of need 
we’ll take care of all the 
funeral arrangements. 

• Est. 1907 
• 24 hour sen/ice 

G. Gibbs 

Funeral Directors 

44 All Saints Way 
West Bromwich B71 1PZ 

0121 553 0442 

© piggy 


Part of Dignity pic. A British Company. 




MOBILITY SCOOTER, cost new 
£2,200, only 2 hours use, perfect 
condition, bargain £575. 0121 440 
2867/07804 239956. Can deliver. 

MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 



OMEGA SPEEDMASTER 


MOON WATCH 

2001, full box and papers, small 
mark on glass otherwise very 

good condition, 

£2,450. 

0121 5206534. 



L Leisure 
Time 



Indoor Car Boot Sale. 

Saturday 1st April 

Walsall FC Supporters Club 

Bescot Crescent, WS1 4TS 
Doors open - Sellers 9am /Buyers 10am 

Entry 30p / Tables £5 & £7.50 

Booked on 01922 621179 



COSALT CAPRI Super, 35x12, 
5brth, £15k, dbl/glz, cntrl/htg; 
decking worth £8k. Inc Site Fees 
Great site mid-Wales, pool, tennis, 
fishing. Call June 07446 298 661 


24-26 Birmingham Street, 
Oldbury, West Midlands, 

B69 4DST: 0121 552 1170 

359 High Street, West 
Bromwich, West Midlands, 

B70 9QGT: 0121 314 8964 

www.centralengland.coop 


We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 

PEUGEOT BOXER 
MOTORHOME 

1996, swb, 1.9 diesel, 140,334 
miles, 3 months MoT, propex 
gas heating, new clutch fitted at 
140,221 miles, new van battery 
fitted May 7, 2016, 4 hobb 
cooker and grill, fridge, 240volt, 
12 volt ana gas, porta potti 
toilet, awning, 

£3,500 ovno. 
Wednesbury 
07986161912. 



SITED PARK HOME 
PARK HOME 

wolverley kingsford caravan 
park, near kidderminster, 
Worcestershire, 11 month site. 

£40,000. 

07774715830 


BARGAIN 


STERLING VOYAGER 1997 

good condition, 2 berth, 

19ft long, full cooker, shower, 
toilet/ wash area, 
full and porch awnings, 
aqua rolls and waist masters, 
winter cover, 

£1,700 ono. 

07399 273083. 



HALLAM STREET 
METHODIST CHURCH 

West Bromwich 

JUMBLE SALE 
Saturday, April 1,2017. 

at 12 noon. 


JUMBLE SALE/ 
BRIC-A-BRAC 

St Luke’s Church, Elwell Street 
Wednesbury, 

Saturday, April 1,11 am. 
Refreshments available. 
Admission 20p. 



KEYBOARD PLAYER Required for 
band. 

07903 879506. 



YAMAHA STAGE CUSTOM 


5 Piece natural birch Kit, steel 
snare and stand,hi hat,2x boom 
stands, new Remo coated 
heads. Great sounding kit, 
Cymbals not included 
£350 

01785 665731 


Free 

IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 


expressandstar.co.uk 



BUDE CORNWALL 2 BED 
CHALET On 4* woodland site, pool 
& free entertainment. May, June, 
Sept & Oct £140 pw. Whitsun & July 
£200pw School Holidays £395pw 
07974 226 928. 



* ANTIQUE/ * 
COLLECTORS 
VINTAGE FAIR 

WOLVERHAMPTON RACECOURSE, 
DUNSTALL PARK, WV6 OPE 
SUNDAY 2ND APRIL 

9 AM - 4 PM 



L Home & 
Services 



FURNITURE NOT SOLD why not 

donate it to care for patients at 
Katharine House Hospice. Call us 
now on 01785 760715 

IKEA BJURSTA extendable table, 
extends to 90x90cm, also 2 Stefan 
chairs with cushions, black/brown, 
all as new, £50. 07929 188564. 

LA-Z-BOY DARK brown two 
seater/three seater reclining sofas, 
as new, £500. 01922 400189 or 
07971 956670. 

MELLOWCRAFT OAK dresser 
1980’s, plate rack, 3 drawers, 4 
doors, 12 coalport plates, collect 
only £400 ono. 07791 128589. 

THREE AND two seater sofa plus 
stool, cream in colour, cost £3,500, 
as new condition, 3 months old, 
£500 o.n.o. 07796 452623. 



AMAZING SALE Autos, tumble 
dryers from £79. Gas & electric 
cookers, fires, fridge freezers, built 
in ovens & hobs at sale price 01902 
403770 Past and Present 24-26 
Church St, Bilston (opp town hall). 





Supply and Fit or DIY 


Credit cards taken • Free quotes 
WS32BQ 

Freephone 0500 506041 or 


01922 712184 


6x5 

Lap Panels 


£17 each <inc vat) 

WS3 2BQ 


Bloxwich Fencing Ltd 
Freephone 0500 506041 
or 01922 712184 



ASH RECLAMATION 


All reclaimed 
building materials 

UPVC doors and windows 
New and Used 
Gatehouse Trading Est. 
Lichfield Road, Brownhills, 
WS8 6JZ 

01543 453222 
07956 627367 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

ASH RECLAMATION new and 

used building materials, upvc doors 
and windows 01543 453222. 



TRAILER 


Hanford 8ft x 4ft trailer, double 
axle, with cover and 2 locks, 
good condition. 

£500 ono. 

07950 658616. 



ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 


No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
• ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 


CLIENT 

COMPUTERS 


Certified technician & 
Microsoft partner. 
Repair & maintain laptops 
and PCs. In West Midlands. 
Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi. 
Windows problems etc. 
Home visits or bring to me. 
Long established. 
Laptops available. 

0121 556 9481 


CLIENT COMPUTERS Certified 
technician and microsoft partner. 
Repair and maintain laptops and 
pcs. Virus removal, broken 
screens, wifi, windows problem etc. 
Laptops available. 0121 556 9481 





service 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS • 

r J) 


“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 


Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 


B WlGITAir* 

WUERiALS | 

WMjjk Mi i i_i A 


AERIALS FITTED FROM £75 




Ch»(M 


alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


appliance repairs 


A SAME DAY REPAIR - Cookers 
Autos Fridges Vacs and Micros. 
Call 07900 578897/07801 746853. 


bathrooms 


P Ba tR^ooms^ 

JNG/PLASTERlS 
FREE QUOTES 

20% off throughout March! 

07392 379741 or 01543 529648 



BATHROOM DESIGN. All bath¬ 
rooms fitted, tiling, flooring, com¬ 
plete bathrooms. 07850 382548. 

JR Bathrooms Over 20 years exp in 
bathrooms and plastering. 20% off 
07392 379741 / 01543 529648. 


building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


AD 


DAMP 

PROOFING 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 

All damp problems, roofing, 
building & plastering work I V 

FREE QUOTES 

07538 118034 or 01902 752161 


building supplies 


QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 
RECLAIMED BRICKS, Tiles, 
Slates, Oakbeams, Flooring, York 
Stone. Cawarden 01889 574066. 
sales@cawardenreclaim.co.uk 


carpentry & 
V_ joinery 


B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 
CARPENTRY AND JOINERY 
Kitchens, fitted wardrobes, doors, 
flooring, staircases and refurbs. 
07903 234137 or 0121 4939733. 


carpet fitters 


A CARPETS & VINYLS supplied or 
just fitted, quality samples brought 
to your home, no job too small, free 
quotes call Mark 01543 820598 / 
07941 619694. 


driveways & 
patios 


LONG LAST DRIVES 

Block Paving, Resin Bound 
Driveways, Tarmacing, 
Concrete Imprint and Fencing. 
5 YEAR GUARANTEE AND 
10 YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
01384 847112-find us on 
Facebook and Trusted Trader 


fencing 


CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS,-. 



“I am extremely 
happy with the 
service I get from 
my Express & Star 
Classified Sales 
Representative 
and I would 
recommend them 
to anyone!” 

Michael - 
Portway Fencing. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


P 

FEMCUVG 


SPECIAL OFFER 

7 0 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 
Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 


0121 531 5250/07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am -12noon A 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury ” 


gardening 

services 


Landywood Tree & Landscaping Services 


O All garden work, tree felling/lopping, 
pruning, hedges trimmed, turf, 

. . , patios, fencing, block-paving etc. 

www.landywoodlandscaping.co.uk 


J&B TREE CARE Landscape and 
Jetwashing Services. All Pesticide 
/Fungicide work. Free fixed quotes: 
07786 166856/ 01922 449268. 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers • Cookers 

• Fires • Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


READERS ARE ADVISED 


To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 


It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 


being on the Gas Safe Register. 


gates 


ALL METAL GATES,RAILINGS, 

etc. Free quotes, also repairs & 
fitting. 07903 500642 24 hours. 

DARLASTON FABS 30 years exp in 
supplying/fitting gates and railings. 
Free quotes: 07497 667752. 


handyman 
^ services 



FREE QUOTES 

All work guaranteed, Most trades 
covered, References available on 
request. No job too big or too small! 

CALL MIKE: 07947 621047 
0121 6010479 


CLASSIFIED 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 



I average around 1 to 2 
phone calls a day from 
customers as a direct result 
of my Classified Advertising. 
I am very happy with my 
response levels. 

Mr Causer. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


DAVIES INSTALLATIONS Building 


07793 747829 / 01543 300444. 


HANDY MAN - Most trades, plumb¬ 
ing, heating, gardening & decorat¬ 
ing. Gutter clean no ladders, free 
quotes. 07850 559315. 

LOCK & CARPENTRY Plumbing, 
Plastering, Slabbing and Roofing. 
01902 683100 or 07935 906384. 



A ABSOLUTE BEST cash price paid 
for house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Also removals undertaken. 

07852 172641 / 07710 360327 

A1 HOUSE CLEARANCE Full, part 
and single rubbish removed. 
Garage and sheds cleared. Leather 
3 piece suites / leather chesterfields 
wanted. Call now 01922 492007. 


ironing services 


KAREN 

BATES 


Ironing Services - Stafford 

07841 677282 


kitchen fitters 


THE KITCHEN FITTER Over 20 
years experience. Call 07881 
654757 or 01543 373233. 



^ lock services ^ 

LOCKRITE local father and daugh¬ 
ter locksmiths, lock-outs, broken 
locks, UPVC specialist, 24hr 
service. 01922 780078. 

painters / ^ 

v decorators 

A PROFESSIONAL DECORATING 

service by RC Decorating. Free 
competitive quotes: 07773 025880. 
C&D DECORATING City & Guilds / 
Wallpapering. Tiling and Flooring. 
Free quotes, call 07973 286288. 
LADY DECORATOR, full house or 
one wall - to customer requirments. 
For a quote call 07522 643706. 

^ plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200/07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 

^ plastering "j 

MINT PLASTERING 

For the very best in plastering and rendering, 
full rooms inc materials from 110. Halls, 
stairs and landings from 200 

30 years experience. 

Free quotes. All work guaranteed 

01922 606503/07519 694516 

D&C PLASTERING AND RENDER¬ 
ING Fast, clean, reliable service. 
Also building work. Free Quotes 
07793 747829 or 01543 300444. 

M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 
Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 7/0897 
MINT PLASTERING & rendering 30 
yrs exp. All work guaranteed. 
01922 606503 or 07519 694516. 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919/07977 262943. 

plumbing & ^ 

V heating 

ALL PLUMBING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 

No job too small or large. 

Call Will for a free quote 

07521 411108 

A.A HEATING & PLUMBING All gas 

work. Install/ Service/ Repair. 
01922 660410 or 07540 950588. 

GAS CENTRAL HEATING Central 
heating and Boiler changes. Gas 
Safe, Free Quotes: 07497 826697. 
PLUMBING WORK UNDERTAKEN 
No job too small or larae. Call Will 
for a free quote on: 07521 411108. 

^ removals 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


<C REMOVALS We beat any quote, 
full or part loads, all areas. Anything 
considered. Call on 07867 86222?. 

KT REMOVALS 12 yrs exp. Single 
items to full load removals. Local / 
distance. Call Ric: 07771 727119. 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


OVERHAUL ROOFING 

New Slating, Tiling, GRP 
Flat Roofs, Chimneys, 
Guttering, Flashings, 
uPVC Fascia Cladding 

0121 6020346 
07904 736165 


skip hire 


WiMES&tMElIIIiB 

§®s©Kl§@ 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery iaster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


EURO SKIP HIRE 

We supply Mini, Midi 
and builders skips. 

CALL NOW 
for a FREE quote on: 
01922 615 842 or 
07966 633380 


A absolute affordable skip 

RUSSELL 

SKIPSO 

Mini, midi skips 
Prompt delivery / collection 
( 0121 ) 520 3388 / 07721 387990 

AAA SKIP HIRE All sizes available, 
competitive prices. Call: 01922 
711411 (option 2) or 07592 940556. 
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Classified lids 51 


GOLDSHILL SKIPS 

Bring your own waste 
cheaper than skips. General, 
Green, Wood waste any size 
vehicle. Phone for prices: 

0121 557 3346 


EURO SKIP HIRE we supply mini, 
midi and builders skips, free quote: 
01922 615842 or 07966 633380. 
STONES SKIP HIRE 

0121 557 1480/07886 721875 
www.stonesskiphire.co.uk 


upholstery 


MR B’S UPHOLSTERY 


RE- UPHOLSTERING OF SOFA’S, 
DINING FURNITURE, CARAVANS, 
CAR RETRIMS AND MORE. 

www.mrbsupholstery.co.uk 


01543500677 07738851601 




Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


J0> 


HORSE BOX 

IVECO FORD CARGO 7.5T 

1990,12 months test, 
large grooms compartment, 
cooker, sink, 
partition for 4 horses, 
low milage, 
very good conditon. 
£4,995. 

07733 063247. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 


Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 


07952 807758 / 07816 378625. 




Business & 
Farming 


READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli- 



commercial 
y premises 


j 


UNITS AND OFFICE SPACE to let in 

Oldbury, West Bromwich and 
Walsall. Easy Terms. Ashmore 
Properties 0121 520 5318. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


properties wanted 


w 



price Iemery1tii^ie!| 



Your Hou 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 


• NO AGENTS FEES 

• FREE SOLICITORS 


► COMPLETION TO SUIT VOU 

► ANV HOUSE, ANV CONDITION 




E 



STOP I 

WE PAY MORE J 

01902 628 047 


WE OFFER £ 20,000 CASH ADVANCE 

<2f NO Fees & FREE Solicitors <2f We Buy Any Area & Any Condition 


www.ukfastsale.co.uk 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


We can help you 
make a fresh start 

With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 


n «m 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


NO DEPOSIT 

★MOVE IN TODAY* 

Studios 
from £90pw* 
Rooms 
from £65pw* 

includes Most Bills 

CHECK WEBSITE FOR LIVE LIST 

I Midland Landk 


01902mM2to 


J9accommodation.com 


NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 




Jobs 


AMP SCAFFOLDING LTD require 

Scaffolding Inspector / Scaff 
Tagger/Handover person. Must be 
fully carded and hold a clean driving 
licence. Call 0121 580 0389. 


CREDIT CONTROLLER 

Part time position 

West Bromwich area 

Dealing with all aspects of 
credit control to include dealing 
with outstanding invoices 

Applications to:- 
Office Manager 
BaronJUK) Ltd 
Kelvin Way Tr 

Kelvin Way. 

West Bromwich 
B707TN 


CATERING ASSISTANT required. 
Tipton based. Hours: 7am to 11am 
Mon-Fri depending on work load. 
Flexibility essential. 0121 520 3245 
PART TIME FUNERAL 
ARRANGER REQUIRED 20 hours 
pw. Mon to Fri. Covering Birming¬ 
ham areas. B19 B42 and B71. 
Applicants must have own trans¬ 
port and reside within a 10 mile 
radius of postcodes stated, also 
would need to be available to cover 
at short notice. 0121 533 0241 or 
email collyer211 @yahoo.co.uk 


iy Trading Estate, 
jlvr 


Our services based in the West Midlands area have the 
following vacancies at our residential and supported 
living homes based in the Wolverhampton, Stourbridge, 
Halesowen, Dudley and Coventry areas. 

SENIOR SUPPORT: 

The applicants will have 2 years minimum experience 
and NVQ Level 3 or be working towards this qualification 
£9 per hour, a potential salary pro rata of £18,460 
(inclusive of sleeps) 

SUPPORT WORKERS 
DAYS & NIGHTS: 

We currently have vacancies for daytime support 
workers and night support workers, day support 
workers will also be required to cover 1 sleepover per 
week, no experience is necessary as an extensive 
training program will be provided Starting on £7.60 
per hour moving to £8 per hour after training, potential 
annual salary pro rata £16,640 (inclusive of sleeps) 
*Bank Holiday Incentives* 

Please call our main offi ce on 01384 421460 for an 
application pack, this can be emailed or posted 
to you 

We provide residential care, supported living and 
domiciliary care for people who present with challenging 
behaviour patterns 


KELTRUCK 


WEST BROMWICH 

Looking to recruit for the following positions 
to join a busy accounts environment with the 
chance of progression. Training Included. 


PAYROLL AND PERSONNEL 
ADMINISTRATOR 


Monday to Friday 37.50 hours 
9.00am - 17.30pm (inclusive of 60 minutes unpaid break) 


ACCOUNTS OFFICE JUNIOR 


Monday to Friday - 37.50 hours per week 
8.30am - 17.00pm (inclusive of 60 minutes unpaid break) 

Salaries to be discussed at interview 
Job profile available for further information upon request 

Contact lynn.swallow@keltruck.com 
For application form or phone 0121 524 1879 
Deadline for applications 17/04/2017 


Driver/Warehouse Assistant 


Required, duties include assembling and packing 
orders plus local deliveries. Previous experience 
preferred but we are prepared to train suitable 
applicant with clean driving licence. 

Apply in writing to 

Woods & Hughes (Bolts & Screws) Ltd, Unit 9, Hill 
Top Industrial Estate, Shaw Street, 

West Bromwich, B70 0TX. 

Contact Mr Paul Chambers - Telephone 0121505 7551 


1000s OF JOBS AT 
YOUR FINGER TIPS 

Register your CV Uxtay, visit- # 



WE CAN HELP VCU FIND 

V0UR PERFECT JOB! 


• cv LPtao 

• joe ALERTS 

• CV MJITCMIHU 


BIRMINGHAM: 21-22 JUNE V 

WOLVERHAMPTON: 15-16 JULY & 16-17 SEPT. T 

TELFORD: 20-21 MAY & 23-24 OCTOBER InZSfl 



SKILLED FABRICATOR /WELDER 

permanent position.Tipton area. 
Call 0121 520 4960. 



GENTS HAIRDRESSER 
(Barber required) 
Also 

School Leaver for 
Apprenticeship 
Quinton 

Tel 0121 422 4104 


SECURITY OFFICER 

We are looking for an 
experienced Security Officer to 
join a well-established 
company based in 
Wednesbury. 

Required to provide a 
comprehensive/ secure service 
covering buildings, grounds 
and car parks in order to 
ensure a safe environment for 
colleagues and visitors. 
Previous experience/ 

SIA essential. 

Please send a copy of your 
CV to: Dalair Limited, 
Southern Way, Wednesbury, 
West Midlands. WS10 7BU. 
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ClassffiedAds 


8 

Motoring 





AUDI A4 

CONVERTIBLE 1.8TS 


Petrol, manual, metallic silver, 
full leather, 2003, 98k, MoT, 
very good condition. 

£3,000 ono. 

07847 456061 



FIAT 500 

In excellent condition, electric 
windows, very low mileage, 
MoT till August. 

£4,650. 

07512 347004. 


FIAT PUNTOI.4 
GRANDE 


09 reg, fsh, MoT July, 41,000 
miles, excellent condition. 


£ 2 , 000 . 


Telephone 07931 504682. 



1.6, Automatic, 61 reg, FSH, 
MoT till November, 

Lady owner, 17,000 miles, 

6,250. 

07949 776824. 



RENAULT SCENIC 1.6 
VVT TOM TOM DYNAMIQUE 

Petrol, 11 Reg., excellent condi¬ 
tion, grey metallic, manual. One 
owner from Renault. Alloys, air 
con, sat nav, CD and radio. 
59,011 miles, Full service 
history. New tyres and brake 
pads. MoT. 

£4,450 Offers accepted 
07792 053644 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


MUST BE SEEN 


CITROEN C3 
1.4 DESIRE 

5-dr, 2006 reg, silver, 45,650 
miles, FSH, fast serviced at 
45,085, 11 months MoT, no 
advisories, PAS, AC, radio / 
CD, EW, 2 former keepers, 
immaculate condition inside 
and out. 

£1,395 ono. 

07977 939497. 



2 Itr Ghia, 56 plate. 


New discs and pads all round. 
Serviced, no advisories on last 
MoT. 

Very well maintained. Any trial 
or inspection. 

£950 ono. 

01922 624290/07506 
989632. 



RENAULT SCENIC 


1.6, petrol, automatic, 01 reg, 
silver, very good condition 
inside and out, well maintained, 
11 months MoT, reverse 
sensors, double sun roof, any 

trial. 

650 ono. 

0121 588 7089. 


BARGAIN 


TOYOTA AVENSIS 


2004, red, MoT until January 
2018, very reliable, quick sale 


due to new car. 


£1,100 ono. 


07711 831124. 



VOLVO 940 ESTATE 


1993, 93,000 Miles, blue, abs, 
electric windows, air bag, long 
MoT, auto, central locking, pas, 


tax, 7 Seats 

£450.00 
01902 883829 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 

ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 

Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 
Oldbury Area. 



CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



crash / repairs / 
resprays 

PORTWAY 

BESPBAYS 

Accident Repairs 
CarsandWan s 
Self Prep 
■Respraysw 
from £250 
OLDBURY 
0121552 3133 


9 

Local 

Information 





LEGAL/ 

PUBLIC 

NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg 
01902 713146 

or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Regeneration and Economy 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) 

Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) 
Order 2015 

I hereby give notice that Sandwell Council has received the following applications under 
the planning acts which it is required to give public notice for the reason given at the 
beginning of each group of applications. 

The proposed development does not accord with the provisions of the Development Plan 
in force in the area in which it is situated. 


DC/17/60372 


171 & 172 Rolfe Removal of condition 2 
Street of DC/14/57639 to continue 

Smethwick use as wedding hall. 

B66 2AU 


This is a major application. 

DC/17/60368 LidlUKGmbH Lidl 

Friar Park Road 
Wednesbury 
WS10 0TB 


Variation of condition 10 
of planning permission 
DC/12/55447 to extend the 
opening hours. Proposed 
opening hours are: 08.00 - 
22.00 on any day. 


This is a major application. 

DC/17/60369 LidlUKGmbH Lidl 

Oldbury Road 


B65 OLG 


Variation of condition 17 
of planning permission 
DC/06/45894, to extend the 
opening hours. Proposed hours 
are: 08.00 - 22.00 Mondays 
to Sundays. 


This is a major application. 
DC/17/60370 LidlUKGmbH 


Lidl 

Lower High Street 
Cradley Heath 
B64 5AB 


Variation of conditions 19 
& 20 of planning permission 
DC/13/56682 to extend the 
opening and delivery hours. 
Proposed opening hours are: 
08.00 - 22.00 Mon - Sat, and 
11.00- 17.00 on Sundays. 
Proposed delivery hours are: 
07.00-22.00Mon-Satand 
08.00- 18.00 on Sundays. 


Members of the public may inspect copies of these applications at Council House, Freeth 
Street, Oldbury, West Midlands, B69 3DE (between 8.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, 9.00a.m. and 5.30p.m. Wednesday and 8.00a.m. to 5p.m. Friday) 
or via the Council’s Public Access website (www.sandwell.gov.uk). 

Anyone who wishes to make representations about these applications can do so via the 
website, or should write to the Council at the above address within 21 days (and 21 days 
for Listed Building or Conservation Area consent) of the date of this advertisement quoting 
the application reference number. 

MR NICK BUBAL0, Director - Regeneration and Economy 


SANDWELL METROPOLITAN BOROUGH COUNCIL 
The Borough Council of Sandwell (Ireland Green Road, West Bromwich) (Temporary 
Road Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Ireland Green Road, West Bromwich. Traffic will be diverted via Gads 
Lane, Beechwood Road, Hazelbeech Road and vice-versa. The maximum duration is 
18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic Regulation Order is expected 
to be completed by 28/04/17, effective from 10/04/17. Purpose - gas main renewal 
works by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Windmill Lane, Smethwick) (Temporary One-Way 
Operation No. 2) Order 2017, has made an Order to temporarily prohibit any vehicles 
from proceeding along Windmill Lane, Smethwick between the entrance to the Windmills 
Shopping Centre and Cape Hill other than in a northerly direction. The maximum duration 
is 18 months, but the work is expected to be completed by 09/04/17, effective from 
09/04/17. Alternative route for south bound vehicles via Grove Lane and Cape Hill. 
Purpose - work to a T-Mobile phone mast by Blade Access. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Brunswick Park Road, Wednesbury) (Temporary 
Road Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit vehicles from 
proceeding along Brunswick Park Road, Wednesbury between Crankhall Lane and Park 
Hill. Traffic will be diverted via Wood Green Road, Woden Road East, Crankhall Lane and 
vice-versa. The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary 
Traffic Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 06/04/17, effective from 
06/04/17. Purpose - works to a mobile phone mast necessitating the use of a cherry 
picker by Nationwide Platforms for Vodafone. 

The Borough Council of Sandwell (Hope Road and Underhill Road, Tipton) 
(Temporary Road Closures) Order 2017 has made an Order to temporarily prohibit 
vehicles from proceeding via Hope Road and Underhill Road, anticipated dates: Hope 
Road - No.13 to Mount Road - 24/04/17 to 01/05/17; Hope Road - No.32 to Underhill 
Road - 01/05/17 to 12/05/17. Traffic will be diverted via Underhill Road, Horseley Road, 
Moat Street and vice-versa. Underhill Road - in its entirety -15/05/17 to 26/05/17. 
Traffic will be diverted via Horseley Road, Moat Street, Hope Road and vice-versa. 

The maximum duration is 18 months, but the work necessitating a Temporary Traffic 
Regulation Order is expected to be completed by 26/05/17, effective from 24/04/17. 
Purpose - gas main renewal scheme by Balfour Beatty for National Grid Gas. 



MALE LATE 50’S 

Own home and car. 
Non smoker. 


Personals 


Seeks female around 5ft 4, 
of similar age for Friendship, 

nights in / out. 




Box Number P20748, 



Ar.gcls 
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Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 


Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 



HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


cv 

MATCHING. 

IT’S QUICK, 
EASY AND 
FREE 


Real opportunities for you 


jobs 


.expressandstar.com 


Express * Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


your ad by text 

xt followed by your first name, date 
area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
to FREE Standard Network rates apply. 

YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 



YOUR regional dating service, run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


1 To Reply to members 
call: 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.COm 


Single Women 



SUSAN, 41, sophisticated, confident, 
discreet, attractive female seeking 
professional male over 38 for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 426557® 

KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated 
brunette seeks no strings mutual 
pleasure with gent 40+ Must be 
discreet, married or single. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
KAREN, 46, witty female who loves 
to laugh, WLTM similar male to share 
interests, romance, cosy nights in 
and more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 426335 ® 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded 
seeks chap any age for discreet no 
strings fun, any age, no time wasters 
ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 3011 Box: 
409715 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, theatre, meals 
out WLTM male 67-74 for LTR. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5806373 ® 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but 
bored, seeks discreet adult fun, any 
area, all calls answered. Tel: 0906 
515 3019 Box: 413399 
LOUISE, 40s, youthful looking 
female looking for spontaneous male 
to put some love and lust back into 
my life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 426321 ® 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, 
blonde and smart and broadminded 
seeks gent any age for no strings 
fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3023 Box 
421375 

FARMERS daughter, 69, single, likes 
heavy horses, animals, meals out, 
GSOH, friendship only, 65-75. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5799589® 

TAMIKA, mature black beauty, 
hourglass figure and open minded. 
Pis call if you are discreet, broad 
minded and nice. I can travel and 
accommodate. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3007 Box 422365 
CHRIS, 40, attractive slim 
sophisticated redhead, seeking male 
30-50's to relax with and get to know. 
Discretion assured. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 426301 ® 
SAMANTHA, 35yrs, attractive 
brunette with own business, seeks 
adventurous gent for casual 
relationship. Tel: 0906 515 3035 
Box 425979 

JAN, 46, lonely divorced romantic 
female, brown hair, green eyes, 
curvy feminine figure, employed, 
OHAC, WLTM attentive male for 
TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426255 ® 

JASMINE, 34yrs, non smoking first 
time dater! Easy going, attractive 
and hard working. Due to work 
commitments I’m looking for a no 
strings companion any age. Looks 
unimportant must have GSOH. Tel: 
0906 515 3015 Box 426201 
PAM, 40, cuddly feminine young 
looking female, OHAC, financially 
secure, looking for fun times without 
complications with likeminded male. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426253 ® 

HARRIETT 42yrs, blue eyed 
brunette with long lets and decent 
curves! Looking for a cheeky 
adventurous man for fun only. I live 
alone so can accommodate and can 
travel. Discretion assured. ACA. 
Give me a try. Tel: 0906 515 3031 
Box 426205 

MATURE lady 70s, various interests 
but a bit lonely, hoping to meet a gent 
to cheer me up, come on, we can 
have some fun together. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426349 ® 
MELINDA, 52yrs, attractive and 
broad minded seeking chap any age 
for some fun. Couples also. Text 
only Mailbox: 4131946® 


GENTS, please call me if you are 
looking to meet a kind sincere lady 
for nights at the theatre, socialising 
etc. You can call or text me. I promise 
to reply, I’m very genuine. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426345 ® 
JOSIE. sexy black lady, 52yrs seeks 
adult times with concerning gent, any 
age, discreet clean, womanly figure. 
Text only Mailbox: 4028592® 
JACKIE is 54yrs and an attractive 
easygoing brunette, she’s hoping to 
meet a similar minded chap for some 
fun, dates, chats, text or call me. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426343 ® 

ANNABELLE, sophisticated 28yrs 
hoping to meet older gent for adult 
fun, discreet, sincere, genuine 
advertiser. Text only Mailbox: 
4157105® 

ATTRACTIVE blonde lady, 54yrs, 
loyal, romantic and solvent hoping to 
meet a gent with GSOH for romance, 
sensual times and more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426341 ® 
CAROLINE, attractive mature lady, 
various interests, hoping to meet a 
smart gent for socialising, perhaps 
leading to something more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 426347® 
SUE, 38, petite blonde, curvy size 8, 
outgoing, cultured, enjoys cosy night 
cuddles, seeking discreet loving 
male to make me feel special. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 426219® 

SARA, 43, educated independent 
attractive female, nervous about 
dating through advertising, so pis 
don't disappoint me by not replying. I 
promise I wont disappoint you! Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426161 ® 

JANINE 40yrs, very cute petite 
artistic female who has a real 
passion for life, WLTM similarly 
passionate male for tactile LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426125® 

JANE, attractive and young looking 
60 something lady, active, outgoing 
with interesting personality, hoping to 
meet a kind gent for occasional 
meetings. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425931 ® 

CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, 
dark hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely 
and looking for reliable discreet male 
for mutual companionship maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426079 ® 

BROWN eyed Brummie female, 66, 
smoker, likes music, cinema, theatre, 
meals out, WLTM male 67-74 for 
LTR. Text only. Mailbox: 5780679 ® 
KELLY young attractive vivacious 
48yr old lady, loves good food, cosy 
nights in/out, holidays etc, WLTM 
male for mutual companionship 
without ties. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425913® 

EILEEN mid 60s seeks gent 50s-60s 
for friendship, possibly much more. 
ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425341 ® 

KELLY young attractive vivacious 
48yr old lady, loves good food, cosy 
nights in/out, holidays etc, WLTM 
male for mutual companionship 
without ties. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425913® 

DONNA naughty 40's, pretty, loves 
nights in, gym, theatre, seeks 
someone to make me laugh, give lots 
of cuddles and go on fun dates. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425867 ® 

DAWN 33yr old female looking for 
companionship with understanding, 
non-jealous male 35-55yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425849 ® 

KAREN, 52, 5ft5, short browny/blond 
hair, green eyes, medium build, 
GSOH, loving, caring and kind, likes 
to do lots of things, likes a laugh, 
WLTM similar gent, hope to hear 
from you soon! Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425917 


ANETTA, black cuddly lady seeks 
man who knows what a woman 
needs. I’m very friendly and have 
time for you. Please call or text me. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425933 ® 

GILLY, slim petite lady, affectionate 
and loving, solvent with own home, 
hoping to meet gent, must be kind, 
looks unimportant. ACA/text 
answered. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425929 ® 

MERRY widow seeks lovely lonely 
gent for companionship. Please call, 
we can have a chat and see how we 
get on. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425927 ® 

AMANDA, slim blonde, 50s seeks 
discreet gent for special times, 
mutually beneficial to us both. Call 
now. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425327 ® 

SARA, 43, educated, independent, 
attractive female, nervous about 
dating through advertising, so pis 
don't disappoint me by not replying. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425703 ® 

BROWN eyed female, 66, smoker, 
likes music, cinema, theatre, meals 
out, WLTM male 67-74 for LTR. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5501142 ® 

JEAN, 40, 5ft slim, busty blonde, 
new to dating and fed up of going 
through the pub scene, WLTM down 
to earth male for adult company. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425671 ® 

Single Men 

GENTLEMAN wishes to meet nice 
lady 45-60, West Midlands area. My 
interests are meals out, daytrips, 
music and reading. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5817771 ® 

GENUINE Stoke male 50s, friendly 
and easygoing, enjoys weekends 
away, seeks slim attractive female 35 
to 50 for friendship. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5817202® 

MARK, single, 6ft, blue eyes, dark 
hair, lots of interests, sport, music, 
cinema, long walks, eating out, 
looking to meet that special lady. If 
that sounds like you please get in 
touch! Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426461 ® 

SLIM male, blue eyes, dark hair, 
seeking that special lady. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 415697 
I enjoy the great outdoors with the 
dog, 36 years old, mature with a 
caring nature looking for a female 
age 28-48 for friendship, possible 
relationship. Text only. Mailbox: 
5803493 ® 

CARING male, 6ft, blue eyes, slim, 
dark hair, honest, loving, down to 
earth, likes sport, music, cinema, 
meals out, seeking special lady. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 409803 
IAN, 5ft6, looking for somebody, I8¬ 
60, for general good fun times, days 
out, nights out, meals, sightseeing 
and visiting various parts of the 
country. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:426437 ® 

MALE 45 6ft, blue eyes, dark hair, 
slim, likes sports, cinema, meals out, 
seeking loving, caring female to 
share life with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 406737 
YOUNG 60, West Midlands male, 
5ft8, grey hair, wear specs, GSOH, 
sexy Scorpion, broad minded, slim to 
medium build, varied interests, 
seeking a genuine, honest, sexy lady 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 426137® 

40 year old Hungarian male, 5ft8, 
slim, dark blond hair, blue eyes, 
WLTM a lady 30-45 to spend some 
time together for friendship. Text 
only. Mailbox: 5800702 ® 

MALE, 60, talTand slim, WLTM older 

female of larger build, any age, any 


SOLVENT gentleman, young 70s, 
loves life seeking a lady of any age 
to spoil and pamper, take on 
holidays, wine and dine. Genuine 
advertiser. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 425935 ® 

WILLIAM, young 56, would like 
some adult fun with a sexy lady, any 
age, wants and good time and 
discreet fun. Text only. Mailbox: 
5321154® 

MALE, 60s, 5ft10, slim build, looking 
to meet female, for a mature adult 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:426053 

MALE, 58, works in agriculture, lives 
in North Shropshire area, likes the 
countryside, days at the coast even 
in the winter, meals out, looking for 
loving, caring, country girl, 50s-60s. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
426037 

SINGLE male, 31 years old, brown 
eyes, black hair, 6ft, seeks single 
slim athletic build lady similar age for 
fun, hopefully more. Text only. 
Mailbox: 4765584 ® 

JAY, attractive, 6ft2, single father, 
loves a laugh and a giggle, looking 
for a lady for evenings out, company 
and maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 424303 ® 
CHRISTIAN, 57, 6ft, dark, likes 
walking, nice meals and socialising, 
looking for discreet times with a 
similar fun lady. If you are interested 
please contact me. I look forward to 
hearing from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425947 
STEVE, 59, sincere and genuine, 
likes pub meals, country walks and 
cinema, seeks Chinese, Tia, Black, 
Asian or Italian lady, looks 
unimportant but personality is, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425831 

I am looking for a lady friend to enjoy 
my retirement with. I enjoy going out 
for meals and would like some 
company. Text only. Mailbox: 
5777872 ® 

CALLING all ladies 40+ who would 
like to be wined, dined and romanced 
by attractive gent, 54 years please 
call or text me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425943 ® 
PROFESSIONAL gent, mid 60s 
loves holidays, wining dining, shows 
in London, seeking similar minded 
lady to romance. Own house car. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425941 ® 

JOHN, mid sixties widower, cultured 
and interesting, solvent with own 
home. WLTM lady 55+ for genuine 
companionship. ACA. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425939 ® 
GENUINE single gent, 55yrs, seeks 
friendship hopefully leading to true 
love with lady 35-55, looks 
unimportant. Please call or text me. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
425937 ® 

ADVENTUROUS 36-year-old male, 
slim, dark hair, has many interests, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 417235® 

MARRIED businessman, mid fifties, 
seeks lady for discreet adult fun. Any 
age/looks unimportant. Text only. 
Mailbox: 5534019® 

TALL male, 58, seeks larger woman, 
any age, for discreet fun, married or 
single. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:425643 

GENUINE male, 37, friendly and 
easygoing, enjoys sport and keep fit, 
WLTM genuine female 25-45, for 
friendship/relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420253 
TALL, dark, attractive male, 57, 
WLTM an attractive female for 
discreet daytime fun, 25-50. Can 
travel. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:425759 ® 

MALE, late 60s, medium build, 5ft10, 
n/s, car owner, likes meals out, 
holidays, walks, WLTM slim, 
attractive female who enjoys similar 
activities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 425757 



status, for adult fun. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 425807 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone com¬ 
pany’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT*: Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text 
DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT*: 
80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where 
phone icon shown. Messages are moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer gen¬ 
erated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and 
do not give personal details to people you have not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL 
SERVICES*: By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving 
these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, RH16 3EG, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide 
and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for 
regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and from our pdc app, your ad may also appear on our dating app. wc. 27/03/17 
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In styling alone the Superb has matured dramatically in its third generation 


By Jon Reay 

Jon Reay’s been learning to live with Skoda’s ever- 
popular Superb Estate. What’s it like on a daily 
basis? Let him explain. 

You’ve got to feel for the Skoda Superb really, 
haven’t you? 

No matter how hard its designers, engineers 
and marketing people try, it’s always forced to 
play second (or third) fiddle to the VW Group’s 
other biggish saloon and estate cars - namely the 
Volkswagen Passat and Audi A4. 

Somehow though, I don’t think that’s fair. 

This is now the third generation of Superb that 
Skoda has graced us with (ignoring the gigantic 
1930s creation from which it gets its name), and I 
reckon it’s probably its best one yet. 

In styling alone the Superb has matured 
dramatically. 

Like a gawky child star turned Hollywood A-lister, 
it’s suddenly become very handsome indeed - now 
more than smart enough to mix with its premium 
rivals. 

The interior has come on in leaps and bounds too. 
Skodas haven’t felt badly put together since VW took 
over in the early ’90s, but at times certain elements - 
such as the quality of materials - have felt deliberately 
strangled in order for its posher brothers and sisters 
to keep their premium edge. Not so any more. 



Pretty much all the car you could ever want 


There’s nothing in our car that’d feel out of place in 
a VW, and although it’s a teensy bit bland to look at, 
a Passat’s insides are hardly bursting with interesting 
detail either. 

There’s a downside though. To make it look like 
a VW and feel like a VW, Skoda has been forced 
to price it like a VW. Our car is a shade over 
£33,000 with a couple of options thrown in - not far 
off what a similarly specified Passat would end up 
costing. 

The Superb has another trump card though - 
interior space. It’s absolutely gigantic inside, with rear 
leg room in particular beating just about everything 
this side of a Mercedes S-Class. 

Even the Audi A6 - which is larger on the outside 
and starts at some £15,000 more - would struggle to 
match it. 

The Skoda’s budget roots have some accidental 
benefits too. It shares its modular platform with the 
mk7 Volkswagen Golf which, aside from saving 
Skoda some hefty development costs, also means 
that it feels surprisingly light - despite having such an 
enormous exterior. 

Any gripes? Well, Skoda has gone a little over 
the top when it comes to softening the Superb’s 
ride. There’s compliant, and then there’s just plain 
floaty - the Superb finds itself somewhere nearer the 
latter. 

The start-stop system likes to have an argument 
with the automatic gearbox too - often cutting out 
the very second you need to accelerate away from 
a junction, leaving the DSG’s software to go into 
a tizzy while you jab the accelerator pedal in 
desperation. 

The Canton-branded sound system isn’t as 
accomplished as its four-door speakers would 
suggest either, though it comes as standard on our 
Laurent & Klement-trimmed car, so I won’t protest too 
much. 

Beyond that, though, it’s hard to fault the Superb - 
and if I was spending £30,000 on a big estate, I can’t 
think of anything else I’d rather buy... 

Highlight of the Month: Finding out that the Superb 
Estate is pretty much all the car you could want. 


Oak Garage® 

.CO.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 


Our Low Mileage Selection 

14 Vauxhall Meriva 1,4i 16V SE Blue Only 3000 Miles £8,495 

62 Ford Focus 1.6 125 Zetec Auto Black Only 5000 Miles £8,995 

15 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 BlueHDi Exclusive+ Blue 5000 Miles £16,495 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Blue Only 7000 Miles £9,495 

14 Peugeot 107 Hatchback 1.0 Active Red Only 8000 Miles £5,295 

15 Nissan Pulsar Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Red Only 8000 Miles £10,995 

65 Peugeot 308 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure Grey Only 10000 Miles £11,295 

64 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite Brown Only 12000 Miles £9,295 ( 



14 Citroen Berlingo 1.6 Multi/Space E-HDi A/D ATR ETG6 Blue 26k £8,995 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ 5dr EGS6 Silver 27k £7,495 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Grey 20k £10,795 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR Blue 69k £7,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 25k £9,495 

60 Citroen C4 Picasso Diesel Estate 1.6 HDi VTR+ Black 59k £5,995 

13 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi Platinum Bronze 35k £9,995 

63 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive ETG6 Blue 28k £11,995 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k £11,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k £7,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 63k £6,495 

57 Citroen C6 Diesel Saloon 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Black £6,995 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21 k £8,995 

Ford 

63 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.4 Zetec Black 23k £7,995 

13 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 23k £8,995 

14 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Titanium Silver 22k £9,995 

11 Ford C-max Diesel Estate 1.6 TDCi Zetec Blue 57k £6,495 

58 Ford C-max Estate 1.8 Zetec Red 68k £3,995 

63 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec Powersoft Silver 28k £7,995 

63 Ford Focus Diesel 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec Black 32k £8,995 

08 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium, Black, 93k £2,995 

14 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr Blue 36k £10,995 

Kia 

60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105k £2,595 

64 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18k £15,995 

59 Kia Sportage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi XS Silver 57k £6,495 

Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta [Start Stop] Black 32k £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Red 22k £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k £9,295 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 Acenta Premium White 48k £6,995 

64 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-S Acenta 5dr Auto Red 25k £8,495 

63 Nissan Note 1.5 dCi Acenta Premium Blue 44k £7,495 

Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k £8,995 

63 Peugeot 208 1.4 e-HDi FAP Allure EGC Red 15k £8,295 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active 11 EGC Blue 31 k £8,295 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31 k £9,795 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k £7,995 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi Active 5dr Blue 42k £9,495 

Sales Line Open Till 10pm Tonight 
Call Steve 07747 633329 


Vauxhall 

63 Vauxhall Antara Diesel 2.2 CDTi Diamond Auto Black 18k 
63 Vauxhall Astra Tourer 2.0 CDTi 16v SRi Auto Est Black 47k 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 5dr [AC] Red 61K 

60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V [130] SE Silver 32k 

15 Vauxhall Meriva Estate 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Blue 18k 
11 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX SRi 125 Silver 26K 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv Gold 42k 
15 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Black 13k 
Others 

56 Alfa Romeo Brera 2.4 JTDM SV 3dr Silver 73k 

04 Audi A3 2.0 FSI Sport 3dr Grey 

10 Fiat 500 Hatchback 1.2 Lounge 3dr Blue 52k 

14 Fiat 500L Diesel 1.3 Multijet 85 Trekking Dualogic Yellow 28k 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36k 

07 Mini Hatchback 1.6 Cooper Red 72k 

63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21 k 

63 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE DSG [Tech Pack] Silver 33k 

63 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Blue 27k 

64 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 17k 
10 Volkswagen Polo 1.2 60 S 5dr Red 36k 


£5,995 

£2,295 

£4,995 

£8,495 

£9,495 

£3,995 

£7,495 


£7,495 

£17,995 

£5,495 


Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 


From 


4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 

For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 

Driving Licence 

* Bank Details 

* 2 Proofs Of Address 
9 Employers Details 
it Self Employed Available 
+ Retired Facility Available 

* Loans Subject To Status 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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Smart and versatile in all conditions 


AUDI A4 ALLROAD QUATTRO 3.0 TDITIPTRONIC, FROM £39,645 



Feeling safe - the Audi A4 allroad quattro is perhaps the best car to adapt to all kinds of road conditions and surfaces 


By Sharon Walters 

Just occasionally you may have the need 
to take your everyday compact executive 
saloon off well-surfaced roads and on to 
something a little less smooth. And then 
there are the times when the well-surfaced 
roads become a little unfriendly when 
covered in mud, floodwater, ice or snow. 

Which is exactly when you need the security 
of perhaps the best car to cope with those 
situations and provide the services you 
require - the Audi A4 allroad quattro. 

A car that’s more than smart enough for 
business, will also do very well carrying the 
family around and be sure-footed enough to 
deal with muddy tracks and fields and those 
slippy winter roads. 

And backing up that opinion are the awards 
for the A4 including 2017 Fleet World Awards 
for Best Compact Executive and one of the 
Best Cars in the World for Big Miles from the 
BBC Top Gear Magazine. 

Fleet World judges said the A4 range was a 
revolution in its segment and while Top Gear 
drivers may well push cars to extremes they 
would never see in normal life, they praised 
the car’s polish as well as performance. 

And my week behind the wheel certainly 
fully tested what the allroad can offer. 

My test car was the 3.0 TDi tiptronic which 
starts at £39,645 on-the-road. 

Extras added to it took that cost up to just 
over £56,000 and made it a very luxurious 
compact. But in all reality half of those extras 
would have been enough for me and are good 
value if you can pay the bill. 

The engine is smooth and sophisticated and 
despite its size incurs annual tax of £145, not 



The impressive award-winning A4 


a lot when you consider the price of the car 
-that’s down to meeting Euro 6 and its 146 
C02 emissions. 

All that sophistication comes with front and 
rear suspension set-up that absorbs and 
controls almost everything thrown it from 
potholes to muddy ruts. 

Plus you can optimise comfort by adding 
Adaptive Comfort Suspension with damping 
control or the Adaptive Sport Suspension 
which gives even better refinement and even 
better cornering stability. The allroad has 
fantastic ride quality and passengers easily 
fall asleep, as I discovered! 

I had the 18 inch alloys which reduce fuel 
consumption but not a lot compared to the 
standard 17s and I averaged close to 50mph 
on combined driving. 

It will get from 0-62mph in 5.5 seconds when 
you need it and had plenty of oomph when 
you needed it for overtaking and for pushing 


through winding country lanes and through 
the Scottish Highlands. 

It has a slightly more rugged look than the 
standard A4 with plastic body cladding on the 
wheelarches, sills and roof rails plus metallic 
skidplates front and rear. 

And there’s a raised ride height which 
greatly helped me on some rutted forest 


roads. Inside it has a quiet and comfy cabin 
and so much technical gadgetry in the Audi 
virtual cockpit, it’s difficult to get round it all. 

.. standard kit includes the Audi Smartphone 
Interface with Apple CarPlay and Android 
Auto plus my extras included the Bang & 
Olufsen 3D sound system (£975) which 
makes my home system sound as though it 


comes from the 90s, an advanced parking 
assistance pack £1,350 and a special 
technology pack £2,000 adding even more to 
the standard specification. 

One other extra that I really enjoyed was the 
panoramic sunroof (£1,250) which flooded 
the cabin with light and made it feel very light 
and airy. 


P^^ewCaK? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


NEW CAR OFFERS 

USED CAR DEALS 

PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 
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The club house at Penn Golf Club. The course is attracting lots of new members 


Frosty weather does not deter golfers - and lots of special tournaments are planned 



Penn Golf Club’s new professional Andy Ellis, left, and director of Union Golf Stuart Bottrill 



Keeping greens in tip-top condition - course manager Tim Johnson 


Investment drive 
now paying off 


PENN Golf Club are aiming to leave their rivals 
green with envy as they tee up for a bright fu¬ 
ture. The ambitious club have enjoyed a pro¬ 
ductive winter that has seen them appoint a 
new club professional. 

They have also invested in a new fleet of Toro 
course machinery to help maintain the top class 
course that sweeps across Penn Common. 

Andy Ellis has taken on the role of club professional. He 
is a regular county player at all age levels and former Staf¬ 
fordshire Matchplay champion, and competed in the British 
Amateur Championships at Royal Lytham St Annes before 
turning professional at the age of 23. 

And in a further boost to the club, Ellis will be supported 
by Midlands PGA Golf Professional and director of Union 
Golf, Stuart Bottrill, who will oversee the provision of the 
golf shop services. And with Penn continuing to buck the 
national trend by attracting new members and securing a 
number of high-profile amateur events this summer, there 
is a real feelgood factor about the place. 

Quality 

“There are so many new initiatives going on at present, 
it’s a really exciting time for the club,” said secretary Mick 
Woodhouse. “We are moving forward on several fronts. 

“We are delighted that Andy has joined us. He is a local 
lad and a former club champion at both Oxley and South 
Staffs, has played regular county golf at all age groups and 
played in the amateur open at Royal Lytham. 

“With a newly-refurbished golf shop, including a top-of- 
the-range Swing Studio, Andy will provide an exciting pro¬ 
gramme of coaching and custom fitting to ensure members 
and visitors alike are improving their game at whatever age 
and level they are at. We have also continued to support our 
course manager Tim Johnson with the various investments 
we have made. 

“The course is getting better all the time and we are intro¬ 
ducing two new practice areas which will facilitate a teach¬ 
ing and golf development programme for schools, juniors, 
ladies, gents and families.” 

The quality of the course has been emphasised yet again 
with the club due to stage the Staffordshire county trials 
this month, a Staffordshire Ladies clash with Worcester¬ 
shire in April, a qualifying round for the Staffs Union of Golf 
Clubs Club Golfer Champion in June and a Staffordshire 
Ladies Bronze Alliance meeting in July. 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Nick Elwell 


“There are so many new 
initiatives going on at 
present, it’s a really exciting 
time for the club” 


In addition, American Golf have made a double booking 
with their seniors event, which proved a hit last year, sup¬ 
plemented by a nine-hole competition. 

“American Golf held one of their senior qualifying tour¬ 
naments here last year and they are coming back again this 
summer and we are also staging one of their nine-hole tour¬ 
naments,” added Woodhouse. “Both of those are nationwide 
events while we have also got the county involved again. 

“It’s testament to the quality of the course that we are 
asked to stage events such as these.” 

But arguably the biggest boost for the club’s hard-work¬ 
ing 14-strong board of directors is the continued rise in 
membership. 

“We have 480 members and we are hoping to push that 
to 500 this year,” said Woodhouse. “We interviewed 48 new 
members last year and more interviews are currently taking 
place. That is most encouraging because a lot of clubs are 
struggling to attract new members. 

“There is a lot of competition for new members around 
here because there are a lot of quality of courses in the area. 
So it is encouraging to see people coming to Penn.” 

“We have a new range of attractive membership pack¬ 
ages across all categories with flexible payment plans and 
no joining fees. 

“Our one-month trial membership has proved popular, 
allowing prospective members to experience the course and 
the club facilities.” 

And prospective new members can take advantage of a 
family fun day and open afternoon on April 14 when they 
can play the course for free of charge from 2pm. 

Anyone wishing to play on the day should call 01902 
341142 to reserve a tee time. 


Eddie ready to tackle 
club business lunch 

STOURBRIDGE Rugby Club has scored a massive coup by booking 
England Rugby head coach Eddie Jones as the headline speaker at an 
£100-a-head lunch. 

The Australian is the toast of rugby having just guided England to the 
Six Nations championship after previously leading them to their record 
18th successive victory. 

He will be joined by former Stourbridge head coach and Australian inter¬ 
national Glen Ella, British and Irish Lions international John Bentley, TV 
antiques expert Philip Serrell and Lord Digby Jones - former director-gen¬ 
eral of the Confederation of British Industry at the business lunch. 

Stourbridge Rugby chairman Robin Edwards said the excitement is 
building ahead of the May 5 event, which will see more than 1,100 guests. 
Tickets are still available and cost £95, plus VAT. But demand has been 
strong and tickets are being snapped up fast. 

Jones is set to meet junior coaches and players from the club. Chairman 
Robin Edwards hopes Jones can inspire their younger players. Jones will 
hold morning training sessions prior to the club’s corporate lunch event. 


Scholars mourn loss 
of club stalwart, 79 

CHASETOWN FC are mourning the loss of another club stalwart. 

Club president Brian Baker, aged 79, was a former player and was instru¬ 
mental in the forming of Chase Terrace Old Scholars back in 1954. 

He was affectionately known as ‘Blondie’ in his playing days and Baker 
filled a number of roles in his 63 years with the club. 

His death comes just a month after the passing away of long-serving 
Chasetown physio Mick Andrews. 

Tributes have been paid to Baker. Boss Dave Stringer said: “Its’ been a 
very difficult start to 2017. Following the death of Mick, Brian is another 
huge loss. 

“He was president of the club, part owner and was Chasetown through 
and through. 

“He was a lovely man who did everything he could for the club and will 
be sorely missed,” Stringer added. 

Chasetown chairman and lifelong friend of Mr Baker, Mike Joiner said: 
“Brian will be sadly missed by all associated with the club. 

“For the past 63 years Brian has worked tirelessly for the club and for 
the past 33 years would be seen at the Scholars Ground day in day out.” 


Casino chips in with 
support for‘Bomber’ 

‘BAGGIES Bomber’ Tommy Langford lines up for the world WBO mid¬ 
dleweight title - and has the support of Birmingham’s Broadway Casino. 

Langford steps into the ring on April 22 at Leicester Arena to face Geor¬ 
gian Avtandil Khurtsidze. 

Just three years after turning professional in September 2012, Langford 
won his first regional championship, the WBO middleweight title. By 2016 
he had claimed the British strap and reclaimed his Commonwealth title. 
He has an undefeated professional record and now has his sights set on 
middleweight superstar Gennady Golvkin. Langford, 27, born in Bideford, 
Devon to Midlands family, is now based in Birmingham and has a season 
ticket in the Birmingham Road End. 

He has been sponsored for the fight by Broadway Casino. 

Managing director Denis Dowling said: “We showcase the best of box¬ 
ing in our lively Manhattan Bar. We are sure the added excitement of our 
sponsorship of Tommy will see even more avid fans flock to the casino. We 
are honoured to be able to associate our brand with Tommy, and are thor¬ 
oughly looking forward to watching him in the ring.” 
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Denny wary of warburton in clash 



Middleweight, Tyler Denny 


TYLER Denny is fully aware of the 
dangers his new opponent will pres¬ 
ent when they clash at the Venue in 
Dudley next month. 

Rowley Regis’ Denny steps 
through the ropes with replacement 
William Warburton at the site of 
the town’s high street on Saturday 
April 8, writes Craig Birch. 

Denny is still protecting his un¬ 
beaten record and has set his sights 
on the vacant Midlands middle¬ 
weight title, with Tom Stokes the 
name in the frame as a potential 


BOXING 


co-challenger. That leaves little 
room for error against Warburton, 
who claimed the scalp of his gym- 
mate Jason Welborn in May of last 
year through a shock points victory. 

Warburton only has 23 victories 
from his 141 pro bouts but is capa¬ 
ble of springing a shock, although 
Denny is confident on taking that 
risk. 

He was originally paired with 


Kieron Gray and then Christian 
Hoskin-Gomez who, along with Si¬ 
mone Lucas, has fought to a draw 
with Denny. 

The 25-year-old, who remains un¬ 
beaten after six paid contests, has 
agreed to take on all comers and 
won’t take a step back regarding 
opponents. 

Tickets, priced at £35 and £50 
ringside with waitress service, are 
still available by calling Tyler di¬ 
rectly on 07557 879 077. Alterna¬ 
tively, contact him on Facebook. 


BOXING WIN IS 
FOR YOU. MUM 


Mayor backs charity clash 



All those involved in last year’s inaugural game, which raised £15,000 for the hospice 


Defensive 
errors prove 
very costly 

Trentham 26 Wednesbury 22 

PROMOTION-CHASING Wednesbury 
should have been victorious, but some 
bad errors in defence ultimately cost 
them the game. 

Once again their pack had the upper 
hand dominating their opponents, allow¬ 
ing them to use their backs to great ad¬ 
vantage. Wednesbury had the bulk of the 
play in the opening period of the game, 
and from a strong scrum, Matt Dale 
picked the ball up and dived over for the 
opening try, no conversion. 

From the restart Wednesbury won 
the ball playing it out to winger Stanley 
Zvidi to race down the wing to score a 
try under the posts, Dan Till added the 
conversion. With just two minutes of 
the first half remaining Trentham were 
awarded a lineout close to the Wednes¬ 
bury try line, from which they won the 
ball, driving over the line, no conversion. 

After the restart, Jamie Becket re¬ 
ceived a pass out on the wing, he raced 
down the line evading Trentham’s tack¬ 
les to go over in the corner for the try, 
Dan Till added the conversion. 

Wednesbury were then weakened 
when Jordan Allwood had a dubious 
yellow card and his brother Lee had to 
leave the field with an head injury, al¬ 
lowing Trentham in with two converted 
tries, Wednesbury’s only reply a penalty 
kicked by Dan Till, holding on to a nar¬ 
row lead. But on 75 minutes, a mix up 
in Wednesbury’s defence allowed Tren¬ 
tham to go over for their fourth try, they 
then added the conversion. 

Coach Gary Summers said he was very 
disappointed, but he named his man of 
the match Stanley Zvidi. 

Next week Wednesbury are once again 
on the road with an away game at Yard- 
ley & District kick-off 3pm. Wednesbury 
2nds had a great win at home against 
Essington 2nds winning 80 points to 0. 

Showman Ayres is 
given number one 
slot for Heathens 

DANNY Ayres starts the season as Cra- 
dley’s new number one. Ayres, widely 
regarded as one of the top showmen in 
the sport, has made the winter switch 
from Kent after impressing club bosses 
last season. And boss Will Pottinger has 
revealed how he had a straight choice for 
top spot in the team between Ayres and 
returning skipper Tom Perry. 

“I had the unusual choice of selecting 
either Danny or Tom as our number one 
rider as they’ve both got the exact same 
average of 8.56,” he said. 

“After discussing this situation with 
Tom and Danny, I decided that Danny 
would start at number one. There are a 
number of factors behind this decision. 
Danny hasn’t held anything back in the 
practice sessions that we’ve had. Also, 
Tom has made the number five race 
jacket his own while away with Birming¬ 
ham so it seemed a logical decision.” 

Heathens head to Birmingham next 
Wednesday for their re-arranged West 
Midlands Challenge with the Brummies. 

And they make a welcome return to 
Monmore Green on Easter Monday, 
April 17, against Mildenhall. 


JASON Welborn had a spe¬ 
cial mother’s day message to 
give as he dedicated his WBC 
International title win to mum 
Christine. 

She sadly passed away in Decem¬ 
ber 2015 but was always in her son’s 
thoughts as he claimed the richest 
prize of his career so far. 

He took to Facebook to use poignant words as 
a tribute, posting: “I want to say a massive thank 
you to all of my team. To wake up 
as champion on mother’s day is 
brilliant. 

“Her boy has done it and she al¬ 
ways told me I would. I felt like he 
she was there with me. There’s no 
stopping me now and I can only get 
better.” 

Welborn became a champion 
again with a convincing points win 
over Marcus Morrison in a fight 
that was shown live on Sky Sports. 

An arguably career-best win by 
the 30-year-old from Rowley Regis, 
who has been a professional boxer for 11 years, 
supported Anthony Crolla’s world title defeat to 
Jorge Linares. 

Morrison was the favourite and undefeated 
ahead of the contest at the Manchester Arena 
and also had home advantage. But he was clearly 
second best to Welborn, who got into face and 
smothered the work of the smooth puncher be¬ 
fore stripping him of his unbeaten run. 

He also climbed off the canvas in the second 
round, after it appeared he had taken a punch 
that perforated his eardrum. Morrison also 
looked to have pushed him down to the mat. 

All three judges were resoundingly in favour 
of the victor, with David Sutherland and John 
Keane scoring the bout 96-93. Alejandro Rochin 
had it 97-92. 

It was a night to remember for Welborn, who 
also has been a two-weight area titlist and won a 
Midlands welterweight belt outright. 

He has twice challenged for British honours 
and a WBC International crown at super welter, 
outpointed for the latter by three-time world 
title challenger Matthew Macklin. 


THE Mayor of Dudley has confirmed that he 
will be attending Sunday’s charity football 
match between the legends of Stourbridge FC 
and West Bromwich Albion. 

Last year’s inaugural clash, in aid of Mary 
Stevens Hospice raised more than £15,000, 
with the likes of ‘Super’ Bob Taylor, Darren 
‘Big Dave’ Moore and Paul Peschisolido ap¬ 
pearing for the Baggies team. 

This year the line-up will also feature Geoff 
Horsfield, Bobby Gould and Nigel Quashie. 

Mayor Mohammed Hanif has confirmed that 
he will be attending the game at the War Me¬ 
morial Ground, Amblecote, and will welcome 
the crowds as the gates open. 

The Mayor will also be starting the mascot 
race that will see the likes of The Baggie Birds, 
Wolves’ Wolfie and Toys ‘R’ Us’ Geoffrey the 
Giraffe, take on an oversized obstacle course as 
they compete for mascot glory. 

Amanda Bowen, deputy head of fundrais- 


ing and lottery for the Mary Stevens Hospice 
group said: “We’re absolutely delighted that 
the Mayor has lent his support to the day by 
agreeing to play such a big part. 

“We’re incredibly excited for the day, and 
would just like to extend our thanks to the 
Mayor for coming along to help.” 

The charity match sees the teams compete 
for the Jane Webb Memorial Trophy, named 
in tribute to a Stourbridge woman who sadly 
passed away in 2015. She was a supporter of 
the charity and the event was set-up to benefit 
the Hagley Road Hospice, by her son Matt, who 
will captain the Glassboys side. 

He said: “It’s just a wonderful feeling to see 
it generate so much support from so many dif¬ 
ferent areas of the community.” 

Gates will open at 1pm and the game kicks 
off an hour later. 

Tickets are £5 for aged 16 plus, and free for 
the under-16s. 


Cole earns 
his stripes 
with Tigers 

A PROMISING Black Country rugby 
player has won a place in Leicester Ti¬ 
gers’ prestigious academy, writes Joseph 
Masi. 

Cole Paget, from Darlaston, only 
started playing the sport two years ago 
but has now been snapped up by the 
English Premiership side. 

The 13-year-old, who plays for Wil- 
lenhall, was put forward for a trial at 
Tigers after impress¬ 
ing his coaches at his 
local side. 

He will now train 
with Tigers under-13 
squad every Mon¬ 
day at Walsall Rugby 
Football Club. 

“We’re very proud 
of what Cole has 
achieved,” said mum 
Natalie Win wood. 

“He used to love 
playing football but 
his team folded, he 
turned to rugby and 
hasn’t looked back. 

“He was put forward for a trial with 
Leicester by his coaches at Willenhall 
but he did really well to get through be¬ 
cause there were a lot of young players 
who were invited along. 

“Now he will go along and train every 
Monday. He’s been told it will be really 
intense and hard work. 

“But he is really looking forward to it. 
He loves the game and just wants to play 
whenever he can.” 

Phillips faces late 
test before match 

MATT PHILLIPS’S frustrating spell 
on the sidelines may yet continue as 
the Baggies sweat on his fitness for this 
weekend’s trip to Old Trafford. 

The 26-year-old was named in the 
Scotland squad for this international 
break but had to pull out because his 
hamstring problem persisted. It was 
hoped the extended period without a 
game would give him time to recover 
but Phillips still faces a late fitness test 
ahead of this weekend’s trip to Manches¬ 
ter United. 

The winger is now training on the 
grass but Albion’s medical team are es¬ 
pecially careful with muscle injuries on 
players with as much power and pace as 
the former Queens Park Rangers man. 

And the Baggies have no plans to rush 
Phillips back into action with James Mc- 
Clean in imperious form against Arsenal 
and James Morrison returning to action 
for Scotland. 
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Your local bathroom 
and kitchen specialist 


Full bathroom conversions from 3495 
Fully fitted kitchens from £4995 
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